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Molecular Mechanisms of Succinate-Promoted Tumourigenesis

LIU Yi, CAI Heng*
(College of Biotechnology and Pharmaceutical Engineering, Nanjing Tech University, Nanjing 211816, China)

Abstract The metabolic role of succinate as an intermediate metabolite in the mitochondrial tricarbox-
ylic acid cycle has been extensively studied. In recent years, an increasing number of studies have focused on the
molecular mechanisms by which succinate accumulation leads to associated tumourigenesis, as an inflammatory
signal and induction of epigenetic alterations. Indeed, mutations in the succinate dehydrogenase gene and aberrant
succinate accumulation have been observed in a range of hereditary and sporadic malignancies. The paper describes
the role played by high concentrations of succinate in the tumour microenvironment in the process of tumourigen-
esis and provide insights into the role and mechanisms of succinate. With a focus on mechanistic studies, the article
summarises the use of succinate as a diagnostic marker for cancer and targeted therapies that have been applied in
the clinic or are under development. It is surmised that drugs developed for different molecular targets are expected
to expand the research horizons in the field of anti-cancer therapy.
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dehydrogenase, SDH)JIEA) . SDHVZE 6 K EHE 1]
B RIRIFE I BEAL S A2 #R ] e S0 M 5 Hh B8
FRER AR R .

SDH N 2 RAZ CLAE — LERF5E I ik Hh A A IR
LR BAE P FTHUR e, W KRR o 21798 /v
5% 4198 (pheochromocytoma and paraganglioma/pheo-
chromocytoma, PGL/PCC). HUIRJiE 1, Bm Bl
2 BRI . B i A iR Y5, IF A A B
T el T 24 ) 20 e R A T A B AR S AR
RIFHIMRE . XY EAIEST | SDHAE R L /s & AF
W IR FH, SDHARE SN MR AR, JRFHIR $h i
SE SUNMIg AR . s b, AR 7 —
R, AFEIRHIREE . B DR 2- A
TR 2L, EAE Z M A AR TR AR R BRSS9+, W
AN M AL 3 b (8] 78 5 % 4K, (epithelial-
mesenchymal transition, EMT). [l & 2E Rl . iE
Fe AR 2855, IMHOK T B0 B SR

1 SEEEIHRHBREZNEER

SDHRAL CUAE — L85 AL P A a8 A% 18 i g v AR
¢8|, NPGL/PCC HURBRAIGE 8. T SDHZ
Z 5 TCATEI PSR, & M RIE M D) Re RS i = 5
BPRIR ER AR R E HIREE R IR H
SDH A% 5 25 1) iy 1y B8 [ A5 12 110 5 | 762 1 2 s A e
FAiS Ol e R A E R . 5 — 155
HPR SRR FE T+ G B B8R 1 /2 TRAPL, ixX 2 —
TE— RV I s Rk AR R R, 52k
FARIE T HH I R T E8R H 90TE U A4 TRAPI
i3 5 SDHZ: & lHI I R &R 1. R il SDHIE 4,
M- FEIE IR W BE G & o HAR LA v REIIEE 2
oG MR A AR B SR A R . L BT
a7~ 1 BRHAMR 2R AE 98 5E Z I S 8L Hh A e 78 2% A %
MR AR R AN, LIRS IR AE AT IR
fift I (isocitrate lyase, ICL) AT IR £h 4 AL N HR 3
REFSEFREZERT. RirERES s
Y, 23 ICLEG I F 2 3 70 i R S AN SR B RR 26
1M B IR 73 L HE 1) A2 OB 1R 70 A AR I AR e 4%
AJ DASE I 08 1) g SR b BRANFF J7 5K, a3t iR %
FABR Eh A L R A P2 . (E GRERR 73U U %
AR ERAR B0 55— MpaT Ge (AL Bk TR RE iR, —
Fhse 4tk SDHAM G . fEEWRA A, AR 2 i
SRR A G g G2 B2 R IR 145 R 2 9% (lipopolysac-

charide, LPS)Ab3 57 A4 (1), FHiEak#li] L RERR 70
(Y0 AN B A A7 B B R ) SRR P v 1 T
TEIFLBNYH , £ LPSHIRIECT , Wi L3P i Sk
PR Bk 5 PR I (cis-aconitate decarboxylase, CAD)f#{L
TCATEIA Hp A1 4 M5 Sk 2 R P ot 2 ™ A AR R IR TR
XA I8 T 78 4 P IR 1 SDHAM ) 751 (2 12 248
IR FIAR 2R (E1).

CLHI , Jeg i ORI 98 E S5 N4 DA R R >
SEHPRHEE R . BRI LA, (R SORE — B
NN IR A BEARRAIE , TR A OC 20E O AE S R
BN N, BRI, A MBS e 2 23 A | A RE 4H
Ji AT DURE TR 45 BRI IR R AE N B4k i, AR i
FIA MR R R . [EIRE, IR A O B AORE i B AH AT
PAR#A SDHIFEME . fEX TR 2641, BRIIIR £h
AJ DL I b X e 3O R 4 B R AR S R Bl
BATLCRIE T2 Mg . IRl s, B,
SDHZRAR LR 173 AN IR #H OC 28 0 IR N [ 5
5 s 22 S EURE TH B Eh 1 SR B

2 S5RIABRNBECHMELENS
T
2.1 RIARRELAOFR Z NS FI R IE 15

SDH R AE 6 2k 8 5% A8 AN 2 BB RLAR A £ Ty
RE 2RI , 3038 BRI MR Eh AR 2R 75 AR W
FHI g, S BURIR KL

AR 503 T B B A e W 381 e Jo 4 1% i 1)
AW fe R, AT, OXPHOS & & ANV Y
RAL B, FFRFERR LN, 6 A PE S,
Bl 1 5 7K~ 4

PRIATR L 2 Ml = R P2 LI (prolyl hydroxylase
domain protein, PHD)F#I 5], ffi BRI 2 73
—Ffr oI 1% R (a-ketoglutaric acid, a-KG )i iIXY
hnsE g, & 59T E A F R -1a(hypoxia inducible
factor-1a, HIF-1a) #2340, SR FEM M, Kk
PHD /2 HIF-1af# i K08 . BEIHIR #h AN 2 2 B0
M i S BT A FH HIF- 1o s A1 35 5 HIF R G
(hypoxia response elements, HREs) [ 3 (Al 3% 51 42
(1), PRI SE A N, HIF-1an] DA (2 2040 i A
R WEFERS R PERERE . M N AR
PR 7~ DL HoAth 2 B B W i A R, AT 3 4 < o
1K B A DL S R A ) M8

BE B R £h 38 7T LA | B PHD A 8 A XU 4
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Fig.1 Factors contributing to succinate accumulation

g, Hrh—SHES S5 MR kA, HED LR
AR AN 5- B L o 185 g (5-methylcytosine, SmC)Fftenl1
% 1ii (ten-eleven translocation, TET) K I 240 B 5l /&
XA XN A2 B ) - 131, DNA B AL B2 AR
FEE bR A&, T A0 IE 2R G 37 CpG i 1 844
DNA F A0 Ay B Ak, 5 S0 8 40 o) 25 (8] o
SKUTER M. EMZ BV T, CIMPER A (CpG i H
SR A5 F A7 R B S 1R S A R Tt & 1 2
DI REIRAS M TRAL A ¢, IX e TRAF IR T 31X LE i
a-KGHA M AU 2- 72 3 1% — 1R (2-hydroxyglu-
taric acid, 2-HG)fIfE /115, 2-HG/2 2-KGHE i 1 XX
I AEC B R B S R R ), B R A B 2 R R A
5-H A g (SmCO)FR LRI TET K IR, 5 30 L K]
41 DNA FREAL 2032 U0, T R B R &t 7T LLE A4 b
P IX L, IX 3 B 5 SDHAH G IRg & A= vl e
KRB AL AT . N HeLaZl I FLKBH , Thae
PR & TR 7K A AN SDHAR i3k 2H 2 (9 25 F B4 N
SmCFRIEAL PIHIH]; BLAb, 755 A SDHRAZ ML
Sy U IIE PGLH , AL R A 5 2 500 ) 4 i
A OCBE DR R A OGN, RIS 2, XL R I
TR R DRIARR Sh 0 & PG 5 7% S DiRen
DS WL A% LU, F e 4 S BUMIR T (E12) -
2.2 EHMHBMNREAZMGERBRZANES
BRIAMR ELAE N Krebs{EH 1 S8 AH 73, FEHTIRAR

W AR R R R R, (AHAKEE T KrebsTiH
(1) I eI R e e 1 A i R . A i AR R AR R AE
5 HAHRR NG FB 32K (g protein-coupled receptor,
GPCR)/BEH2 52 1 1(succinate receptor 1, SUCNRI)[¥]
JEE S A2 A I B AR AT N 7. BEFHIR #h
(AR B AT Rl I 1X — 15 5 Il s G| i s AR PR A 2T
T VB RS A MR 2R SRR R M. GPCRAZ AN 22
FRZEL B, AT AT 8 BRI i N 40 B o s v,
% FEVE B el g -6 A 5 45 A 38 A1) AN [
GPCR 1) 25 R 11 A1 3 6 52 A2 YR 1) R0 i) J97 % Aok 25 A5 £
Bofk, aothe. E. B MEmi. e
KL WER . BEEA UM E AT . GPCRIEN
BRIAMR 52 44 U™, JRHMR 5 X 8 52 44 2 [8] i AH BAE H
fith A - 3 RO, AT 51 R Ve PR A BRI 2 2
PSR . GPCRAE Bt ILE N R 4 A, Bt 9 A B
AR £ham it A2 4k GPCRIUE (S 5 4% T A% S s
[X] ¥~ 3(signal transducer and activator of transcription
3, STAT3). 4 4M A 15 3% 5 (extracellular signal-
regulated kinase 1/2, ERK1/2), M ] b1 5% iz A K]
1, FEN A M, AR 2 BE R R
B, ERK1/2M5 585 M A M. 2. 1
TR MR R AR PO O . A, Bl B TR A AR,
STAT3 & 0,45 & i Je £E N 1) 22 T i 1) 3 2 80 [
FPU EBR AL, BEERIE IS 5 GPCRIEH,
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Fig.2 Succinate accumulation affects metabolism and epigenetics

TR R A 84T L AR 2 SO R TR I A A Bl IR - 55
R S AR, FILIRIAR SR Rl e T
| GE BB AR A B E R, AR T B AL
PRI B RS S I K, JF ] RE S BUMR K A4
2.3 PEIABRERAVAR RN ER E KA
EMT & 45 b ¢ 40 i a4 i 78 7 e e oy BoA
() Jon A M ) AR A . B EMT, b R 4H
JReF TR, k2 5 AR R R E R,
PG TR MIT R 51258 PUiE TR R Ad A o b
JRRE SIS R R 23, EMT2 b 57 4 o Sk U8 1) %
P Jirb e 4 B SR A5 18] 78 BURRAE , YGaR T aE Bl AR 2%
PR, IS B 1 il 4 B2 1, KOSEPIHE N
8] 78 5 T4 g (human mesenchymal stem cell, hMSC)
HROR I, BRFATR 35 53 I hMSCIER . BEFAFR Eh 3y
I & F 8 C(protein kinase ¢, PKC)FIfRL , i1k
Y PK C il = B 2 A0 P38 22 384 Ji vt Ak A F A (p38 mi-
togen-activated protein kinase, p38 MAPK). )iz
J15E A FH% A 1(dynamin-related protein 1, DRP1)
#ip38 MAPKIIR1L, FE(DRP1 5 {7 | S b A A1 i,
fE1F PR | % ) B mtROS 5 511 F-NL3)
FUE B hMSCIE RS 24, WANGS: I 5t R 0
TE45 H g A b, SDHBYE M R IE0E # 4 AE K
[X-¥- -B(transforming growth factor-B, TGF-B){5 5 il

P, JE I bR B R A ) e A 2 A W) SNAIL -
SMAD3/SMAD4, 5 EMT I 3k 41 ff i £ 42
2, T SDHBI ik | s Al S AEH . £ SDHDER
SDHB R 1A 7K V- [ 1) 375 BH 41 i ' 440 e o, FHLER
(R BE AR 2538 1 18 hn DNA. 5-F 5 g w1 (SmC) AT i
AN TET-240 ) 552 B L P s g (5-hmC) K1 i
YR BRI B, S ECEIADNA & F R 2(E
3).
2.4 IRIABGELAYFR R FZ00 B BR

£ SDH BRI 1) PGLAIT PCCJigg 2H 23 % BLBE 3
1% 25 /KT T e, HIF- 10U A8 A Jl 368 DR G L6877 2
AR R P R PAS S5 R 3k B R IR KT 3G I, Bk
I35 5 P 48 v 7 BREA IR Sk T L ik i Ay SR it
ML AR B, SR — AL ) ie dok e S I 72 A T R 9 IR 3
PEIE L, HIFA2 5 BEOR ST IR S DR, mI 451 22 bt
B R AR AL B R R 2k, Rk, HIFi#@
% B A A I A B ) BT R T . HIFIE B
T PR R T S 2 HREs 2 5 1 A e ) # 3L IR |
W, Wi N AR KRl F- (vascular endothelial growth
factor, VEGF). VEGFR1/2. IM&4AME-1/2. I/
BRATAEAE K IR B R AT 4 40 i A= K TR 1 R B A%
B e -128,  MLH S HIF-1aB 2%, B8
g £hid i GE B2 /& (SUCNR D) BUE 555
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Fig.3 Succinate accumulation affects cancer growth and metastasis

B BSOS AN B AT C R F- STAT3 M
ERK1/2, L VEGFIIFRIE® . VEGF/Z H N 41 i
LR e 25 22 P At i 0, AN A R 2R KPR DA
5 I 7E57 308 37 A 4D R T R A e A K e v I
AR BT IR . BREIIR B AR R 2 b
B2 a2k g L A B, A e 8 1) A R R 1
T ALERVE TR AR, EA R BRI A I 1 BE
.
2.5 EHBBIEARBRER NFHRIFES
BRI 25 AT LLIE Ik — FfoE 6 A0 2= AR 2 AL
HIECVE R, IOl SO . TR SOREOA R, g%
21t (L5 L A0 B AN DIC) RS 75 S A Ut 1 3 7
[0 2t A B30 5 L, G 738 4 L w3k o ) R AR PO 9
BVORTEARE KM N BA B, Bl an s %
SEERA . BEFARR EhiM i HIF -0 S AN & -1
(interleukin-1B, IL-1B)HI/=4=, S UE I TE AL 6 25
Jdees ~ 1 s e R 85 e T P %)) LR P T8 R TL- 1
KPREF P BREVESL, B LPSTIEH FADT
S 1) R TR B iR P2 04 — % R (nicotinamide adenine
dinucleotide, NAD)7KF B 1 FE A% T SDHE P4 B2,
NADH i 330 sirtuins(— 2L NAD R i 2. 1Ll ) 2%

U Z PP R R . BRI, sirtuin 1(SIRT1)
I W P g A2 SORE T S DR 1 BROE A, A% IR« B AN
HIF-1a, [F] I ik {2 2 5 W AH 50 5 R T e A S AR
Wte DRIG, BRIATR #5758 S 358 v i AR 2R (e
RIAE, JOME RIS R FEAEYE T ROREY, £
FEAERRE TR b 78 R IS AR R 5 SCRFSTRE 5
HSRWAKRE T R R AR R4
JfL A1 I o A R e AR DR T R BEFIR 26
Y 4% G B A I ) S B e, R 2 S AR R
AR A SR PR 2 06 41 i (antigen presenting cell, APC)
G B G O RE I R B R IR IR
£ 38 1 5 B e T A (%) B ) AE B AR P A 2 4 AR R 1
LG T R FE IR 1 - = AR BT B 1 {2 g 4 i DR 5
(= AR AL, BREARR #hid v] LAX 5 APC 5 H0 % I B
FRIRE T, M3 BSR4 TP,
2.6 IEIAEGEL S EFR4HA

i g 18 5T, A Dy I g Tl 455 1) = L 20 RS
s I A, (R R A . KR BRI
Mif 22 B, 8 32 B AR M i o3 2 R, a4 R Ak 2
FIMRR R RE AR DG I R, DAL SRRl i 7y, B
FEJEEE FH O A 4T ZE 41 g (cancer-associated fibroblasts,
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CAFs). [7JiE 4. M. X m
() 57 Jle 7y 2R3 T R AR AL Y B A A B, Bk,
BRHNR £h7E B 20 Hu FICAFs 7 B4 F Bt 70,

EEVRAIEH, it LPSACEE 5, BEEIRER £ AN
FUAMRh T R A BRIHIR #h AT LA o- KGRI
AR M y-Z 2L T B8 (y-aminobutyric acid, GABA)4)
g Ae A LI 3RAF 1

CAFs G0 27 4E 40 A, =2 i e 22k Jog 40 i
1) E B NS5y . £ CAFIE UL REH , AT IR I
Zl 3-a(isocitrate dehydrogenase 3-o, IDH3-0) i .
IDH3-aiii/b )5, o-KG-5 BRI EL A0 s T 2 £ B4 L 4
FEAIG, S EHIF-1of25E, 2 2 24 i N SE AL BERR 1L
SN A AR A 5 120 kAN, EA R IR RIF
{1 CAF AN VF 2 AR AR Y, (046 TCATE
WA R R ER SE A E DR EL . M 4T i |
X S MBI (R S TR RI3F 8Os TR a5 1F T
fre ik iR AR A

3 JEEARS M R AR SRR
LUSSEY-LEPOUTRE%S I3t | H GC-MSH:
TR N BRI LI AT AT P . AWATTRBL, 7EATE /R
() SDHBAT AE i 8 AN 485 27 SDHXFE [K] 5848 £ 34 1) Fr
IR, S A TS (GC-MS)#B
W52 B BRI IR £h 06, (E 7R Y AR AL /N BB A A
SDHX RAZ ) (& H# A, X ALK A A I 21 5%
HAWR £h A SDHX 78 g 1 = B AE M br &4
I 3% A HLER J3 A mT DL Ak — Fh A &k BLAK Bk
(R 36 732, LA AT B 75 B B ) B ) R R T o
HOBERT% WM %23, 5 FAHAH L, #5547 Fh &
PTEN. SDHBEL SDHDZE AR (M4 2> PR IR AR i
ABFH A, SRR B S &, X R
TEIX 9 i £ 2 AR (PTENAT SDHx 2848 fH #:AMA ) Hh
BREAMR Eh AR 2 — PP WL At e . ZHUSE 542
AL S I0H R B, A AR IR /N BB o g A
5 G SRR A T A 0% . A AT — b 4 aE
it 26 1) LY BE R KV T vy, I3 BRI R A T
BE B OA e R 2R s 6 o I AR A 30 W A i
BREATR £8 75 WA B PA L H LASE vy I Y BRI R
R, MR IE IR °T LAE Ay i AR M bs 5400 B A
MFEAR . B 7 ¥ SR BS54 A 3R B G R /K P T
mAl, BER . B AN B e S AN TR R SR A
Jee e A IR PR RS WU B BRI R Eh K P T e

GEBHARDTZ%: "N i B 9t 45 F1 % 45 SDHx PVsiE
(RO PRI A ] I B 248 LR 2 248 i o ) o
TRARUY, KM IR IR 5 & SR i LA 2
HUX 23 T A% SDHx PV IR AT RE R B
T JR RN 41 i L B A% 4 B 32 B Hh AR e 75 21
Z I FEAARL . HH AR B S AR A A B R
HLER 7 A1 /2 — s o w112 W g =K

4 FBEIETTIRER

F T ML L s TR T AT T N
AL . XTI, RATSIH T )L &M
T ImRECH AT IEETE R IRTT 75 BEHIR 32K
2 3 il Ff IR e e 1 R E #0511, SUCNR-17E 2 41 i
R IE, ShARNA(JE K& I RNA)ITER v] 982> I
41 i R AR 2B, Ak, 75N 1 B s 2 P
B, R SUCNR-1R] K & £ b i T g 2, X sbgh 5L
F U BRHIR SUCNR- 15 5 3% £ 1 Hb 12 309 41 i i
PSR RS . SUCNR-1 IR IATE NZESDHZAS fi
JRF LA E DL RE B T, XA R S m R R
B AIA S5 i R R A DG 81, (R, SUCNR-1#IA
NAREIRTT SDHZEAR Bl 4 24598 (I #E 445, T SUCNRI
J TG 5 8 B A R R A E Rz B D TR
B — PR E W, /Ny T SUCNR-1EHLA 4 4
2 RO, H RO HRIMER, IR — B2
18 o 305 T 2 (W UK [ B SUCNR- 175 i 41 i
I, IS ] SUCNR-1_E i 4% %
(I RE I o

A8 AR AR D iR B4 A2 08 (1) e B A E FR
THIEC & CHEVE FH , IR i i 13 2 B P AR K
AU G A RS TR R TR, 215 F M8 A B
VEGF & Mg ML A2 B DG ER 7, T R FETR 25 T LA
TR VEGFERIE LA I3 A B 5415 5 il B 1)
WOE , MR A KR A TAR KRR, H
W VEGF LA iy Ut HAS 2 IR 98 A (1 A= 2
Rz 2. TR ERMREE 2R R B
R, RE A AR K%, a7 VEGF FARILH
S B, T IR AR B BT R AT T RO A R
AERE . PULEAERIT, W VEGF(E 5 i
CUBE BTN 5, AELING PR e IV 5 30 A F B o 6 1) 2
T AR — R PT VEGFR2PiE, L BT &
T RL (HAE A IR . Hofh B A VEGFES R IR
I AN VEGFEE [ 254, W AR fl R 18
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Je, BAT Iz 12 B g, 755 R0t BoR
HH P A ) B2 P

TRAP 12 & A 5k (1 SR 3 R 7+, 753 L
Y, TRAPIZRIA i, AT RS NHIBRFARR 12
R 6 JE B IS 1, RO AN AR R, F
W TRAP A B BN “RIAT AR TT #E f B, ERK /241
STAT3EAR 58 R IS, AR 3 1k (R MLt v
REPR AL HT IR TR A . Bhah, AN ARLZIT R &
X} HIF-1a53 4. ROSHIH]. GPRO1AI#. PHD
TEPERN IR SR 259, DS IR ARTR T,

5 B4

BRI ERAE SR RERR B A 1 P [ 4, & AL LE
e A e % B C MR A, T ELYE S ik
V0 17388 R P e 2 2 R B MR . 24 SDHR
PR RS S A AL T REIOIR A5 I, TCATRFRBEIT I, 5
S IRLe Ak ais] oy kB URTNIOE ais] ey ESIL
PR S 30 40 B 4N ISR, P A R T LA
S Tl 1 5 A MR TSR AL 5 R, HETT S
SR R A . T LA B R I O G R B2
P RAR R AN . BEHIRRRT B AL AR T (1)
EEVECAEH T ROMIEY, X SECEIEHIR &
SCHBRARE . EIXE LR T, AR T B
PR AR 2 01380 A1 43 AL A PR R et AR o £
EF . EFMEBL T, BEHIRR 28 0T LAFE J9 JLAD R
IS WbR &Y. 31 T JUR CLZ 8 T Il PR Bk H A
IELEFF R MKIVRIT H748:, AR B 50 B % IR R L 1
LA S S R T M
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