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Cathepsin L is Involved in Cellular Immune Response

and Induced by Ecdysone in Helicoverpa armigera

ZHANG Xin, JI Hongli, ZHANG Shisong, MA Ruying, WANG Gang*
(School of Life Science and Technology, Weifang Medical University, Weifang 261053, China)

Abstract Insect cysteine proteinases play important roles in many physiological processes, but the mo-
lecular mechanism is not fully understood. In this study, qRT-PCR (real-time quantitative RT-PCR), immunohisto-
chemistry, RNAIi (gene interference) were used to systematically study the cathepsin L proteinase gene (HacatL)
in Helicoverpa armigera. The results indicate that HacatL gene is highly expressed in plasmatocytes and granulo-
cytes, and its expression increases during molting and metamorphosis. Bacterial immune stimulation induced the
HacatL expression. Silencing of HacatL in vivo significantly increased bacterial load in larval hemolymphs and
reduced the plasmatocyte spread. Ecdysone 20E (20-hydroxyecdysone) can induce HacatL expression through its
EcR (ecdysone receptor) and its partner USP (ultraspiracle). These results suggest that HacatL gene is regulated
by ecdysone signaling pathway and is involved in cellular immune response in insects. This results contribute to
the understanding of regulatory mechanism of ecdysone regulating cellular immunity in insects, and also provide
new insights into how hormones regulating immune response in mammals.
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fER A, AHE AR 205, e
BHHALAEABOS S L RMAEEKE Y. I
I B2 R i 1A AR M A R B SR RT DLA 2 23 B s D
g =M EAEHS SRS FE . 15RE
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HHZE R DT fEfE B AR AR
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W, HAEalRsE5RANEK. K. BER
W DA R B s S BV 2 AR E A R (HR XX SR A
ZUE AR PN A T8 25 2

WATEM L R rh S ISR 7 AL E A
L(cathepsin L), # Hy 44 A HacatL, F-4% H gmhd 3 [A]
4 N HacatL . AV SR, HacarL{ERRE d1 i
S B H AR 2% I 20 P FR RORE 40 L R K BRI, AN TRK
B W BER ISR X 7838 I HacatLAE W [ FIAZ 25 10 11
LKikgE BTt WERIERES R HacatL ) 3RIE, 4 Bk
W Hacat LI JTER FRAS 175 T2 i () e F 480 1 248 i
XA B () PR R T 5 W2 383K (20-hydroxyecdysone,
20E)Rg 1% 18 i H 52 48 (ecdysone receptor, EcR) A B A&
# A (ultraspiracle, USP)i% T HacatL 1 3R15 | iXde 4t
KU HacatL 32 2L R FRAS 5 @B H S, IFH
Z 55 R HLUI 20 P 2 S Y

1 MRS
1.1 #%

4%t BN B A R A B QU B A T T 4t
N AR REH #0078 . RNA B BU FH ) TRIZolisk
Al AR B . Lipofectamine 2000 LA X £ P17
WOt B ThermoFisher Scientific/y ). dsRNA
A HGRF £ MEGAscript® RNAi Kit/& AmbionZy
H] (Texas, USA)HI o 5T A EilgA T4
Y TREHEARMRS AR ARG . HacatLFEH qRT-
PCR 5| ¥ HacatLFfll HacatLR. dsRNA % %514
HacatLRNAiFAfll HacatLRNAiR. EcR-BI(GenBank
No.EU526831)%E [K] dsSRNA & % 5| ¥ EcR-B1RNAIF
FIEcR-BIRNAIR A J2 USP1(GenBank No.EU526832)
F A dsRNA % B 51 9 USPIRNAIF A USPIRNAIR i,
*1.
1.2 753k
1.2.1 qRT-PCRAM|  BYFFHE4L R IEHEIE 2 Ui s
MR EL R, 4> B2 5 BR R R iR, A4
100 mgA 4N A1 mL RNAFRBUR 7 TRIzol, 4% 1
FEBGRF E i B IR BURRNA . BLURBRNA AR R,
i B 5 B Sl ) 4 1 B P S SkeDNAL. gRT-PCR
SONFEREN: 95 °CTiHA2 min; 95 °CAEES s, 60 °Ci
K15's, 72 °CHEA#H15 s, 40MEHR; 72 °CHLEMH10 min,
10 °CLRAT o
122 faAzies  FHHacatlZEH T 51K 4
RIEZ K, Fe B CLRT I 715 0% S Tl 4% 2 S b4t
A0, BL61E 72 ha)y UMbk R AE B b, SRR
B3 h/EPBSYE3 X, & FIBEFKIH L 10 min5PBSHE3 X,
37 °CH} 30 minJ5 i 001 1: 100FE R ()Pt ML, % HR 4
00 % % /T S L3, 1B &4 °Cid R PBSHE3 R G

1 599551
Table 1 Primer sequences
GIEVEA S FHI(5'—3")
Primer name Sequence (5'—3")
HacatLF GTA CCT GGT GTC GCT GTC GG
HacatLR CCT TGATGT ACT TGA AGG CC

HacatLRNAiF
HacatLRNAIR
EcR-BIRNAIF
EcR-BIRNAIF
USPIRNAIF
USPIRNAIR

GCG TAATAC GAC TCA CTA TAG GAC CAG GGC AAG TGC GGC TCC
GCG TAATAC GAC TCA CTATAG GCG AGT TCT TCA CCA GCC AGT

GCG TAATAC GAC TCA CTATAG GAATTG CCC GTCAGT ACG A
GCG TAATAC GAC TCA CTATAG GTGAGC TTC TCATTG AGG A
GCG TAATAC GAC TCA CTATAG GAATTG CCC GTCAGT ACG A
GCG TAATAC GAC TCA CTATAG GTGAGC TTC TCATTG AGG A
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BT 000FF B I T e 9, EIlRIFE2 hig
PBS#E3K, DAPIR M 4 4.5 min, 3 M %E .

1.2.3  RARE) @ R KM E IR G
2 000 r/minfZ 05 min, PBSHE3 X 5 E k. 61i$24 haj
B UK ERREE, ¥45 pLI KA AT B (104N E %)
R T T A S 4 A B o 0 R 2R S A RO
PBS, {E41/50 he 3 hy 6 h. 12 hf124 hff#14h Hli
B L 96K £ 400 4 B RN, %% 5% 5 qRT-PCRAG 1l
HacatLW Rk

1.2.4 RNAF#(RNAiI) HacatL. EcR-BIFIUSPI
dsRNA % Al Z it Ambion MEGAscript transcription
kit AT . VRT3 604 12 hgly HUilc & vk bk
P, WS THT £ 5 dsHacatL 6 pg(5 uL PBS)E|%)
HufAfEs, 28 °CILE R IEH 7% 48 h, 43 HITE 66824 h
6w 36 Wl S VEF . fFRH 4 B Mk B 40 B2 B
RNA, qRT-PCRIG I HacatL 1335 J& 154 3m#] . 4
HTF-4: 6% 24 Wl A T B KR BE 3R, 75% TRk
RS s, BT — R G2 K29 100 pL ik B 35 n 21
2 mL[¥) Grace}5 777 (£ 10% FBS. 2 mg/mLi% 5%
BBEHRE. 100 URRKREZR )RS, 125 °CHMH4T
OFLAR R 5 75 o AR RINBE S5, 290 PR IS 30 e o 3
N A0% , IR F 55 TR IS 23 JiE L A5 B H Ik 1
Grace¥li, B EIEFE1 hjE 8 pgffdsHacatL 55 pLfiE
JFU& Lipofectamine 20001 A %250 pL Graceifd iR
5, T INAE M40 RE FRAR A, X HEZEL R IR [0 P 1
dsGFP, 4k2L:45 9% 12 hJ5$2HUA RNA, qRT-PCR /52
LRI R 7/

1.2.5 & 59 HacatLK-F b9 %) W R A
20E(Sigma, St, Louis, MO)HPBSHif:%0.1 mg/mL.
61524 h4 HLK b BRI J5 73 5 20E(500 ng/3k), 47l E
0 h. 1h. 3h. 6h. 12 hfi124 hHZEUM I EERNA,
qRT-PCR7 2Kk HacatL 3 R KI5 .

12,6 @aHFHRERE 612 hih gk S dsHacatL
48 hfG{EST 5 pL B KA B (10°4), X HEZH 35
dsGFP, 3 h/E W82 it ik B2 N & Bt 77 1 PBS
MiRE106%, 100 pLARESBIRAEL B {4 RS 77 5 137 °C
R FR i i, A A v A

127 RemfotbEFam 6612 hil fyF 4 dsHa-
catL 48 hJ& VE S K AT B (10°4Y), 3 b/ ek ik B2
g0, A3 SR KRR 104%, HXS50 nL AR fo itk T 48
MR AR B b, BRI 530 min/5 FHPBSHE
3R, TR RS I AE 1007 25 200 i o e 2 25 41 i

F)Ei7

12.8 itFadr  PrASRM ER3R, [
GraphPad Prism 8.0 fF#EAT Gi it /0. W9 20 1A) 040
PR N oA 56, Bl AR M bt 22 38R, P<0.054K
KERAGIFE L.

2 HR
2.1 B HHacatLEASERT

FATHH MEGA 78 1% HacatL & A 7 41
(Helicoverpa armigera, XM _021329213.2) 5/ %K
ik (Manduca sexta, XP_030033788.2). Z & (Bom-
byx mori, NP_001037464.2). Bt 5 (Danio rerio,
NP 997749.1). /N (Mus musculus, NP_034114.1).
- (Bos. taurus, NP_776457.1)A N2 (Homo sapiens,
NP_001903.1)/7 F 47 Lt , 25 5278 HacatL A B
REPNGERE LRI, 20 81%- 77%- 53%-
50%- 52%- FIS1%MARLE (K1),

2.2 HacatL7E M#AREHTHE R FI T 2SR HA S FRIA

FATTF FHqQRT-PCRIF 7% HacatL 3 [K 76 5% i 1
12 AN =/ NN 1187 AN 2772 Y E R AL SR B
B, 45 RE HHacarL7E Mk 1) R IA & B 3%
e T HAR 41 ZU(BE2A), 3R W HacarL 3 R W] GEAE 140
Murb REELAER . N TRl HacatLZE RIFEAN[A] K
BB RIER A, AT B T 5E 12 hF6KEE120 h
Z IA]9/N IR 8] 5 1 %) HLU I A8 i S RNAA, qRT-PCRAS
HacatLFE R 1) 3% &, 45 5 R 7R HacatL 5 R 1E 4
058 R I R 55836 h, LA AR ZS I 61872 h~120 h
FKiLsE T =(E2B).

N T 35 HacatLFER T RS, FATTH] 4% T
HacatLZz E 4, % Western blot /7 =4 T Prid
et 45 5 BoR YU BERr 7 Mt R 0 A4 4RI 1Y
VIBR GSTHRZF 1K /N 2R 38 kDalt] HacatL 2 [ (&
3A). fiH H B g A SR M gE L URL G
Ji ILAH AR B I 4 A S 20 4 il T Fh 2R Y, AT
A A TR A A D et AN [R], A J5 of 248 e 2 1
AH M T, B> U AR Ribeirofifiik
(1) ML 40 B T 2 A vt U, FRATTRIH S e dH 2k 22 5 1
Ml HacatL 2 [ 2E AN [R] 8 A I 40 ff o i o0 A o &5
RN, HacatL£5 F15 5 32 BEAE IR i 20 A0 0RL 48
F A T R I 4 o A 2R 2 0 20 Al S SR 55 (B
3B). XUesk B | HacatL i) 82 5 3¢ 141 ff A1 50
LN A ) AR R A2 ThRE
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H. armigera KSIA@LC‘IVGA—A 'VSL. DSE : 85
M. sexta KCLVFMLCAVAASASRVSF, DSE : 86
B. mori KCLVI LCAVAA-VSEVQF] ESE : 85
D. rerio RVFLAAFTLCLSAVFRAPT. HAT! : 86
M. musculus NLELIAVLCLGTALRTPK GEN . 86
B. taurus NPSFFUTVLCLGVASEAPK. IGMN : 86
H. sapiens : BNPTLIWAAFCLGIASETLT! GMN . 86
M 4 A
100
H. armigera INKTLKHPKAVH 1 172
M. sexta EMNRTAKHNKGLY : 173
B. mori INKTAKHNKNLY! s 172
D. rerio : 164
M. nusculus : 162
B. taurus : 162
H. sapiens : 162
* 240
H. armigera : 258
M. sexta INPRNE: : 259
B. mori [NPK: : 258
D. rerio DPRNS : 251
M. nusculus RAEFA 1 247
B. taurus KPEi : 248
H. sapiens NPR Y5 ¥ LM 1 247
EQNL6DCS GN GCNGGLMD E LM A6AtVGP6SV
340
H. armigera AS : 341
M. sexta : 342
B. mori : 341
D. rerio : 337
M. nusculus : 334
B. taurus : 334
H. sapiens E V)8 : 333

SfqfY G6Y
E1 HacatL5AEI#ELRE B F5IE T
Fig.1 Multiple alignment of HacatL with homologous of different species
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*P<0.05.
A: expression patterns of HacatL in integument (IN), fat body (FB), hemocytes (HE) and midgut (MG). B: expression profile of HacatL in hemocytes

during larval development. *P<0.05.
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Fig.2 Expression patterns of HacatL in different tissues and at different developmental stages
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A: Western blot /7 iAA ML 5k B e 12U 7 05 VA I Hacat L 28 A 7E LA Hh 1 34, % (. 5¢ e iR HacatLaE 1, i AUR 1M % . PL:

SR AANA, Sp: BRIMLANAR, Gr: WUki4l A, Oe: 225 Bl A

A: Western blot was used to detect the specificity of the antibody; B: the distribution of HacatL in hemocytes was detected by immunohistochemistry.

Green portions indicate HacatL detected with anti-HacatL. Blue portions indicate nuclei. Pl: plasmatocyte, Sp: spherulocytes, Gr: granulocyte, Oe:

oenocytoids.

E3 HacatLEHESHMMAP IS T

Fig.3 Localization of HacatL protein in the hemocytes of larvae
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G P8 I B 1 B I 4N MY, Hacatl =3 B2 75 3 9 R 11 41
b B RIA 2 R 5 AR S PR T DI REA R ? N
TUESEX 4548, AT KT =l e ks e 4
HEHREI HacatL ) 158550, 45 RIEIR, HacatL A
TEG PR3 hE RIE W B, 12 hBlik &, 24 hk
KB FTNE (B 4A), BB K T 1 i e 2 0 R
WA 5 i Hacat LI R [ 3R I5
24 Hacatl EE T EZEMARME L= B
6% I £ Al e R Mt

N T HE— B AF Hacat L3R - B 5 50
N, AT T AR N Hacat LFE R T 3525 . 663 B £ 1
41 th i 5 dSRNA 48 hJi5 qRT-PCRAG I HacatL 3 [ )
Fak, 5 R LR, HacatL 3 Rk K 5 KT %)
H, 5 HacatL ¥ iM% (F 4B). HacatL 3[R
BRI 2l Hu e R K AT 3 hJE R AR Y K i AT 1
BRI, HacatL 5 KITTER K %)) B AR 3R A B 1 2
2 1A T IR A (1 4C), P HacatLFE KA Bh T
AR A TR TS B

HacatLF=KTER I ) LR OR A 63 his, )
S AR G 00 4y EE K I 200 B R Ao R, e
MAnME R R . g5 B 5 IR, HacatL =R YT BR 1) 4 Hy
% 1141 AR A e i e 2R B BAR T 5 R 4, 1 BH HacatL
SR A BT 2% i 40 AR f R (B 4D)

2.5 Wi HEESEEIEIEHacatl EENTRIE

AFEIK B W BRIAB R R, Hacat L1E W FZ
AR 25 o JA R IA S 1IN, T 8 R 3 e T 4 4 Lt
BRI E B . N T R B R R R
W HacatLFE R (1315, FRATR 608 B HA ) e
S 20BJE Rl HacatLZE R (P3R4 &, 45 R 8w, 14T
20EJ5 3 h HacatLJE R FRik ARG N, 12 hiRiA &
Pk, SRS IBWT T B (B 5A), U] 20EREI] W15
S HacatLFE K F 1A i,

TE 24 UK G 1L 2 20E 1 52 /4 /& EcRA
USP, 9 7 K 20EX} HacatL 52 PR ()45 2 75 il i
Fosz Atk FRATAE 4K Hh 35 % 16 1 40 il b ¥ EcR-B 15},
# USPITHUGE N 208, faill HacatLB: K ¥ 314 /2
B2 E5em . S5 BIR, W dsEcR-ABL# dsUSPI1
Ja SRR M L, EcR-BI8Y 3 USP1H) 2215 0 4%
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(A) 20 = (B) 6 =
18 4 OPBS BE. coli 5
o 16
o =1
2% 141 22 4
2% 12 4 45
a3 a3
gjg 10 - ﬁé 3
g Q o3
ES 8 - Z S
RS 5% o
é 6 - Ev *
- |+I N
2
0 T v v r 0 T
0 3 Ti 6 h 12 24 dsGFP dsHacatL
me
©) 300 - (D) 18 1
16 =
250 . SN
) | o 14
£ 200 - = 2 12 1
£ © & 10 4
= 150 o 2
3 o 8
~ o> *
2 100 - % g 6
@) % 3
50 - ~ B4
2
0 - 0
dsGFP dsHacatL dsGFP dsHacatL

A: I HIES HacatL ) FERE; B: Hacarl Fi& 4 dsRNATIE]; C: %)) dyFH dsRNAFI K AT B A4 T 75 BRI 06 s D 4 T 880 St 24 i o

JERDI, B S Haon R LA . *P<0.05, 5 dsGFPAL B {0 HEZHAHLE .

A: expression profiles of HacatL after a challenge by bacteria; B: confirmation of RNAI effect of HacatL; C: bacterial clearance assay after larvae were

injected with dsRNA and challenged with E. coli; D: plasmatocyte-spreading assay after bacterial challenge, asterisks indicate spreading plasmatocyte.

*P<0.05 compared with dsGFP-treated controls.

®4 Hacatl£5R MR E
Fig.4 HacatL involves in insect cellular immunity
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(R RN R A
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dsGFP  dsEcR-A dsUSPI1

A: 20EAL 3 J5 Hacat LI 1515 5K . B: EcR-AZ iAW dsSRNATIH] . C: USP1Z34 i dsRNANHI . D: EcREYE USPT- ANk iz 3% Hacat L% S

*P<0.05, 55 dsGFPALIT 1) 5% R AR LL

A: HacatL expression after 20E treatment. B: EcR-A expression was inhibited by dsRNA. C: USP! expression was inhibited by dsRNA. D: EcR or USP
silencing suppressed the HacatL induction by 20E. *P<0.05 compared with dsGFP-treated controls.
E5 4 HEIFSHacatlRIEEZEECRFIUSP
Fig.5 Ecdysone induceing HacatL expression requires EcR and USP
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