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Abstract

adaptive immune system to safeguard genome integrity in the germ cells. Despite its essential role for both female

piRNAs (piwi-interacting RNAs) are sncRNAs (small non-coding RNAs) and function as an

and male reproduction in flies and zebrafish, piRNA pathway appears to be dispensable for female fertility in the
mouse, leading to the assumption that piRNA pathway is not required for female fertility in mammals. Here, this
group developed a single cell sequencing method for sncRNAs, and profiled the sncRNAs in oocytes of various
mammals. Intriguingly, this group found that the profile of both Piwis and piRNAs expressed in mouse oocytes are
not representative in other mammals. Thus, this group reexamined the function of piRNA pathway using genetic-
modified golden hamsters. Notably, this group found that piRNA pathway is essential for both male and female fer-
tility in golden hamsters. Such an indispensable function of piRNA pathway for oogenesis is probably common in

most mammalian species, including humans. Therefore, current study opens an avenue for understanding the aetiol-

ogy of female infertility and provides an informative animal model for developing medicine and cure.

Keywords

1 piRNAB X EL 2 IE £ AT &
BE?

PiRNA /& — 2K K [ 18~31 ntffIE 4% /NRNA
(small non-coding RNA), %5 5 14 % 15 T 2 W) i) A 5l
A, SPIWIE H 45 & E MipiRNAS F TR R
&4 (piRNA-induced silencing complexes, piRISC),
FENC 7 R A R P AT A S R Dy e, FE B,
PiRNA i F 75 Fl A O 7 11 ) BE A2 U1 R % )4 - (trans-
posable element, TE). X — Iy REif i % 5% i 2 R TR
(post-transcriptional gene silencing, PTGS)Fl14% 5 5 [4]
VTER (transcriptional gene silencing, TGS)Fi Ff L il i 52
PP, o, e 3 5k R BRI T piRNA S 5 T
BRA A AU D) R REAR L PR T RNA, T SR FE R
R ) 3 5 R A T AE G €5 [X 35k Y DNA FH 35
B B A SR AT 1) 5 o 1 R A S U B T
R IyHe 2 Ab, K2 B0 7T 2R B, piRNAIE 2 5 5%
mRNANHK AR RNA B Fk 4z, FE2HZL A
PR ) R A I AR IR A B S AR A R R TR
HERHEN,

PIWIZ i & A 2 th BipiRNAF= A4 3F 5 H 45 &
RIFDIGER LN 7, |2 A T AR, Bl f
IR LB ) G S SR A JE R M, 5 AR s 4
PR R AR AN L R A R R R P, e A
TE3FHPIWIZK % 25 M, /7 7 /&Piwi. Aub(Aubergine)
A Ago3(Argonaute3), AT A T 41l (germline
stem cell, GSCs)HME K 7 P 1) 4E #5 & 2 0 75 112,
P& 5 fo A7 fEZILURIZIWIF FHPIWIEE (A, AT T —
T B 1 R A AR 2R R o 3 e A R 2 A B e T Y
P R, AR A S b, LN OB % piRNA

PIWI; piRNA; oocytes; transposon; golden hamster

HEEEAT T REWF . /N REEIFA F HPIWIK
WEE, 45 & PIWIL1(MIWI). PIWIL2(MILI) A
PIWIL4MIWI2). AT & — FpPiwidik K] 1) 5k 2% 35 25 3
BN AR AR B 5, dEmERAF. H
L NBEANZ, SPHEYE /N R E MR A W 2T
faf g2l L AthpiRNAJE % 1 5 8 & (1, WIPLD6
AIMOV 10L 155 [ dif 2%, [FRE 3R 52 i 2 1 /N B, 1
Ak e N BRI AR B RE 0, T R 45 R,

PIRNAE B I L BH ) AP E A AN A 75 1) o

2 NEREIER R —RPER

5 7L 2 2 e e A AR AS [ ) R, T M A
B S8 () BT 9 I 52 ] T EURE D77 T R IR ——AH B
THET, 4RG> HE S, BT EF /P RNA
fen I B VAR B =, | N AE T 5P 40 i /NRINAGSE
ITRIETER R, ShFEH 2L A2 BT
0, 3X A ] 2 5P 40 i /NRN AR 5 3 80 2 —
H X B 0 BRDL A Ath R 27 20 4 M 1 A 5 40 M
B R FE HH/NRNA ) 2 BRI Piwid (R R IE 1 B, DL
piRNAHE % ) Dy ge A1 A1 2 E /0o w5 3t 72 B oR
/1N B G 24 Jf o Rk — e R 5 74 I Dicer 85 1, T LA
151 %07 4 endo-siRNAs(endogenous siRNAs)PY, iy
endo-siRNAs E A # il #% e 1-1% PE I D se, 1R vT el
piRNATELE DI fe B BITUARPY, HISS T 9040 e & & %
piIRNARKHNE . b Ah, 7/ BRI R AH A kD | —
PRI V2 A AE T E4E NZAE N RS 3 i FLah A 2 A
P ) Piwi 55 35 R ——Piwil3™) . LA N gl P
R TR B, Piwil 355 PRURE S P 208 T O 48 g A IR
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fa Rty T Piwi 5% B H 5 piRNAR ™ A4 K D) fg
RIFEAEWCNEERER, FRWERSER, e
FEL 2 1 /)N R pi RN AES (26 11 2H BRI e R e 5 K6
SN IIAEE R E R

TARGE R, BIRERHER . AT ERA M,
PATHT A& B T il /DRNA =l 5 7 75 CAS-
seq, I T NFEINHN 5 /)N B YR 40 it -h /NRNAZH i
% 3 12 5 A Hendo-siRNASTE /)N B 5P 41 ffg
W R B IA, AN RO 4H M 58 4 A K ik endo-siR-
NAs, 175 RIE — MK B 21419 ot 37 8L NRNA.
X Fh/NRNA R A piRNA A 7 R RRAIE: 75 5 A
H bR A, A B A WS TU0A R 5 1, (H
KB T S AN IpiRNAZS AL F8 = B Fh s
(I pIRNATE & A 13" AR i 2 4 381, FRA11 38
Tt B g2 S UCUE DY B B /NRNA S Piwi 55 8% (1)
HHE—PIWIL3EH S &, N 7 54 M H)23-31 nt
piRNAAH X 43, FRATTFR 4 N 4 Hf F piRN A (oocyte
short piRNA, o0s-piRNA)®, F A 1#E — 5 fECAS-seq
At BT RN RNAD iR e CAS-seq
(enhanced CAS-seq), 4 & B 40 i i 4L /7, 93
B 7 NIV AR B L B2 piRNA. mRNAFIEE iz
TRNAMBA KA, KT piRNAS N OP 40 i &
B ik R A BT VT BRI RAEAE B V) R, HA
Y4 g o AS Rk R R I Dicer SR A, A7 Az endo-
siRNA, piRNA [ 2H Bt 55 /)N B O 4 i A 78 B K 22
o B, BL/NE B YDA B 15 31 1 98 TpiRNA
DRt e g5 e IR T geANiE FH T A 2K

B2, S 47 e 1 A A 7 400 i pi RN %
(1) AN Dy Re AT N ZEAR L, W LAAE A 3 A A 2 Sk 4t
FUpiRNAAH X AP 2= i FE W ? 9 1 [F1 23X A 1)
L, RATHREE 7 9ARELTH L UR A [R) 0 2L 304 1 R 41
Jif, S6F e AT B 2 i N RN AR S S5 A 1) 38 56 1 i3k AT
TUREEM T, WAL AR BE SR8 1 4R 1) ZNRNAZH %
TR, KB T BN 4H A s /NRNA R 4 s A R IA v A
TR BRI M e M CR K R ) . 1IN A
/INER IR A oK & K ik endo-siRNAs, HoAh 45 5R 41
JfL o 3 B S e R /NRINAZE AL 2 piRNA . 1T /)N Bl
FER A AR B B 2R T Piwil 35 [ H 58 & AR ik os-
piRNA, HAhpiRNAFIFIA T HEAK. Kk, 7E5040
il /NRNA )KL 5 DY REJT T, /N BRAEBEA H 2 —
ANFEER IR, TR AL A3 . “piRNATE
R 7L 30 400 M 1 A 5 R G R R I — 25 IR IR M RE

o FEROR N BRAE BB P R B < — it H, A
W R AAE BRI FEASHME R I, SXAE 4511 I F
ANFEW . — AN PR 1] 552 THAK 2 1 (Acrosin): 5
Wi E 2 il A7 T FL B 0K 1 TiAA (acrosome) H
— P EE N E AR, E R T EE A 5 e
TRbE. AR AREKNRIKATTED, X517
B BR A SR TR S R B IR 58 e A RIS,
I, AT AR B S i 2 pi RN ATE I 3L 30 ) e 14 A=
RSB A EEDR, LAUEFE - EREAERK
o FLA I X B YT A

3 sEMRIRENZR=IH

ST B OUFR AR A3 f (syrian hamster), J& T
miih H G RE. B8 TR AEF 15k, M
MBS CHIT60F L, |2 M T ME. %
P2 AR BEAN AR BE SR AT A, B R A A ]
SE [ RN B W14 R), X B HEE R i BT, G gR 3 R
(16°K), 1% LeAf 34545 3 Bl H AR FE T 72 AL 75 B 304
REAY o ), PR I B AN i N RN A P K
IR, 4 ¥ My B OF 40 v PiwiRE R MIpiRNA (1) 45 i Al
FIBFHIE S NA B B AR, e FL230 ) o 5B AR
Ttk DHE, FRATIERR & 2 OB S Pk it 7L
FL4E NEAE K 2 H0 7L 30 1 piRNA 5 14 2F
VAR F o Piwil F1Mov 1011 TE 4 75 1 5, [0 - A0 A
PEA AN R ARk . S FETHE I P (RIP-seq) 4
AT, Piwil 1255 PIFIAS [FHC B BIpiRNA, 73 )2 H
B3 A A B 1123 ntAl129 nt piRNA. fiMovI0l1
RS IIRNASRER, 25 31T B piRNA N T
AR FATS ZFE REAR A FE, @1 CRISPR-Cas9
R Rl B B 43 53l 3R 43 T Piwil I FlMov I OL 1S Rl il
Bk 1) 4 3 B R, &5 BRI, PiwilIFIMovI 01198 7% 1)
S PR PO 4 B M BRI AN T B, R, B
Piwil IFIMovI1 011575 55 /)N B R ABL, 25136 Jli i 1 465
Hh SR ) PRk, (H AR R B H 5N R AR A B
S ZE R 4 v b R Piwil 1 5 A8 R TC 1 T BB )
KT, SEALRIF B ) R 85 SR TEAS T AR TE K
TR A, BAE 52 R AR K& 7 1R 400
K eh(pachytene-like)#§ £F 4H i (spermatocyte) ) A= 4
SR, FRATR A G R B AR TVEA it T R A
WA RE AR AT AR () R B I, 4 SR ORI T AR
5 v R, AR R v I 26 W (early pachytene)
I HG 3 X 28 3 (late diplotene) 4t o ) 5 LU S 5 18 = .
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T Mov1 0114 B 1 B3 I A8 44 i P £ 5 5 15 B ™ 8
YR 22 Bl R AR R, AU DR (5%) K
IRAFAE/ DB W ARG B . TR /N BR R, Piwil 158
AR e ARG A AT LUK B B B RS 7 I AR, Movi0l1
SRAL Ji A A B A R B e IR AB 2R 2K B (zy go-
tene-like) FF)RS BF 41 J20 15 W piRNATE B 7E /) B
4 B RV AR T A L R B A A AR AL R
B YR R () EE T RE

A NEANE, AR S /NS AE, Piwill Fi
MovI0115 7% ¥5) 52 W 31| 1 4 B b B 12 28 B g
Piwil IF1MovI011 5 7% 4 B 34 5P 41 1 £ H A1E 25 1E
W, P LLIE R 2R 0T K & 2240 i 1, (R 5 K &
o R Y AR AU VR G RS A B Piwil 19844 A R] A
IEH WK E I WA T BEIRPiwill 5378 1) A G 72 A
BN AR i RAA N, IKIB GRS EERE. UL
S5RUEW] TG K B BRI T Piwil 15332 51 41 i
ARG AT BA YR IR A K BT RE, T I RE
WS 7T i SpiIRNARIER KA G . AT T i
G SR A I A Y 5 e R AS [R] % & B A 7 DR 44
B HL VR IR ) N RNA NS S 4 I A2 AL, R I Piwill
AR J5 18 P AN A 23 ntA129 nt piRNARIEK, T
Mov 1011578 W 3 UL F P A K FEpiRNA 1) KM 93k
/b, i 5PIWIL1AIMOV 10L 17 piRN AN L. o fr 4733
() A1 A ) L0442,

FE e PR A A 40, piRINA R 5 58 5 2 195 B
R R AR R AT T e B ER
G AN VR i o e T B AR . S5 R EOR, AE
Piwil ] RAZ 1IGVFIMITSR 40 g Sz BEJE Piwil 1R 5% 1) 1
YN LR i A 7 J35 T Line LFIERV S AL B . [, ¢
AR T R BRI A R S R AR R R A1 I piRNA
B 75 2 B R 1R 47 ) SR B, U6 PIWIL1-piRNAS 5
e JRa 13I8, HET 4ERR O 4E B K B I RE -

WG & B 5 i 72240 B s 302 — A5 DL i iR g
REBERG, A 4 2 1) BEE S R R 08 5 7 1) 201
X — KM, #l 1, Mater. Zfp3612. Brgl. Floped.
Filia. Sebox. BTG4F1PABPILZ:"-1 i 48 4] 2% &
3 K0 (minor zygotic genome activation)fl 3=
& T 5 K0T (major zygotic genome activation) ] 2%
Wt 2 S EERBUR B, 15 5 T 21 B Piwill
RANRFIN IG5 A 8, AT T Rie R &
f i A L IR S A, R I A R R I M O A i
P05 J5 559/ (9 hours post egg activation, 9 h.p.e.a.)

#I33 hp.eafl AA33 hp.eaF44 hpea ™ JHIHIL 7K
ERKRIAN BT, faa G T & B EaEE,
T 7 Piwil 1 9378 A 5 A8 W8 %62 21 BH I 1) 22 IR 3 st
i, RUG T EEBOE RN SAFRIEY, G
H T H RS 5 BEERNA P AF AR Y, iy HLAE 3R
g AR K AP R O RGBSR, piRNAS Y [ BEJR
RNAFE gt PR, FRATT 50 B 1 Piwil 1€ 2% 44
BEERNAFEMRE L, 45 R B 7R53 A7 AE A 10651158
A BEJRRNATEMITEP 40 Jf ]9 h.p.e.a.f19 h.p.e.a.F
33 h.p.e.a i HAREMRH 2R 2% . DL b B o () BRI
RNATERAZAR R Z 15 405 5 A piRNASEFR
FIEH OB b, $R7R 3E X S BEJRRNA K F 1E 5% F
fift 5 pIRNA [ Bk AR o

B2, i 6 BT JEpiIRNAE AR TR &
FITHRERT 7T, UEBH T piRINASKT 4 i 14 A i 2
A A A2 W6 L 1P, pIRNATE A % JE 1 R IE M YEFF &
TGS T B R EH(ELA). BT &3
B -5 N R At D558 70Tl L 30 A B A ZRAL R Piwi & [A]
FIEFI/NRNAZH B, 1% 45 R A 3R 2 7R 7 piRNAH]
REAE N S HA R 73 i L BN VD EVE AR B A o A
T ERPEZEDIR(ENB). EHA—IRIZ, 7E R
Nature Cell Biology I, 73 4N A~ S 56 = 1 [H] i )
S A A SR IE [ IX — AR,

4 BEERE

PIRNA 76 AF BE4H L PG B 232 DA fi
R 4R R 2 19— b S e WL, ZE AR ) LA A 24 1R
SEPREERIIRELEIOTY . S5 T/ BB
52 4516\ JIpiRN AT I 7L A4 M 1 A 5 ik T
T, B B Er B, (5 LAE i RUE B R S i s
06 245 SRR XA R R R I . R TERE I, /R
TR A 75 O B R, Ay A L 5 K )l DA S 3
Al HEAR A A2 R AR T KRR LA L
B WK I T 0 45 10 TR A R R T DU T 5 1,
G IN URR F B A T B TU AR B 1 T
Fl 1) 35 DAL, AR 7T A 7E L AR 7L 304 b LA T A Ty
ko 05T b, MORIZ TSR, — 8L D2 Ptk
SR N 2 R V)R 5% ) R DA, 7E /0
B il R 8 O S ¢ AT 11 2 O,
R, A7 B B 0 WL 0 JR R, 7T P e
RETT TR, R B 5 AR R B R A
FY R DR, 84 5 57 3207 56 R )0 A 45 - A 2 ik
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(A)
Golden hamster MII 9h.p.ea. 33 h.p.ea 44 h.p.ea.
PIWILL | § Y. .
. > CNOT? | walpp> GG A | =P
Growing Wt { L1 s ~ 28 T g
oocytes = \[~@ERV |/ mRNA 3 UTR \
piRNA dependent piRNA dependent Zygotic genome activation 4-cell stage
TE supression maternal RNA decay
~ / )
Piwil 1 ' A s »
mutant | RA XA | mRNA 3 UTR {
TE accumulation Impared matemal Inhibited ZGA Arrest
RNA decay
®)
Mouse Golden hamster Human
PIWIs Three Four Four
piRNAs 29 nt 19, 23 and 29 nt 19 and 29 nt
endo-siRNAs Yes No No
piRNA function in females Dispensable Indispensable Indispensable?

A: Piwil I35 K 5878 5| R i a7 5 A 2. REJRRNA PR S8 A5 T35 RIS0E R, IR SRR R & (= (e 24 B, B: /MR 3 i
FINZEI G2 i FR PIWIAR [ FIpiRNA I Fh 2R /& 754 45 endo-siRNA DL K piRNAGH %2 75 B AT ThAe (1 b . 43 SRR AR A AL piRNA
AR, PERpiRNAE 7 N U4 b AR vl B8 [ RE BB B ZE A T fE

A: the disruption of Piwill leads to abnormal accumulation of transposon elements, aberrant degradation of maternal RNA, and inhibited zygotic ge-

nome activation. Finally, the embryos are arrested at 2-cell stage. B: the comparison of the species of PIWI proteins and piRNAs, the presence of endo-

siRNAs, and the function of piRNA pathway in the oocytes of mouse, golden hamster, and human. The similar characters of piRNA pathway in golden

hamsters and humans suggest that piRNA pathway is also essential for human female fertility.
E1 piRNABEXIEELRNHIME M JE R A TR

Fig.1 piRNA pathway is essential for mammalian female fertility
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BB DAL R AT A, piRINAFE 1 A= 5 v i)
M0 IEHOZ L IT o A Ja, B X I PR U0 40 &
AT RE S H, LA IR G % 8 BE I & AOpiRNA
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A < R 3t BB e AT L T REATALA, KA Bh T
5 7~ pIRNAH P% 5 2t A2 58 R b5 1) SR IR, AT KK
HERTT D5 SR AR i B B AN R 2
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