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Amino Acid Metabolic Reprogramming in Tumorigenesis and Development
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Abstract Metabolic reprogramming is one of the hallmarks of cancer cells. In addition to the well-known
Warburg effect, the importance of metabolic reprograming of amino acids in tumorigenesis and development
has been recognized. Amino acids and their metabolites function as main regulator of innate and acquired im-
munity, affect tumorigenesis and tumor microenvironment. Tumor immunotherapy acts by targeting specific mol-
ecules and abnormal metabolic processes so that it boosts or changes certain aspects of a person’s immune system to
fight against cancer cells. Thus, abnormality in amino acid metabolism can alter tumor microenvironment and affect
anti-tumor immune response from several aspects, including signaling events for cell proliferative, tumor inflamma-
tory environment, tumor invasion and metastasis, angiogenesis, as well as cancer cells escape from immune destruc-
tion. Hence metabolic reprogramming of amino acids has been exploited for tumor immunotherapy. This review

focuses on recent advances on amino acid metabolic reprogramming and the role in tumorigenesis, development

and tumor immunotherapy.
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LR - IR AA M (Otto Warburg) i\ A, R 4 5 1E
" 4 M ) K DX ) 5 R A U A SR A ) I R
R R A AR ek i P AU B 2 A AN R PR T4
Jif B e B AR, 2 S IR AT I S A DA S AR A U i
A2l 22 i) ) AR A Je R AR Lo 7 i 8 48
N 93 A8 2H 2R e S I T 2 e e ) o R
Ji 984 f3 P4 5% (tumor microenvironment, TME)H 4% i/t
[Fi) 5 AR 9% 248 i 4] 4 1639 3 2R R AT A0 s A S 7 A=
B0 . R, AU EE G A o) 4 PR B R AR AR S
] ST 27 = S o 1S €25 X Gl

EH 83 Aok 24 555 5 A B B ) e A R T B AR
FERA U g 12 5 PR 1 A K R AR AE B VTR 3R
WARBURGHYE b 1 28204F A st 42t i 8 4 i 55 1E
i M ) K 2 S R BRI AR 1Ak . I AR
PR A AT P 2 7 R e 2 PR ) S B AR L T 70 2 e
BB TR TR o TR Tl 55 30 o P o i
AR = A2 B FLIRR B 1 BEAE S Jiv R A1 4 4 A 1) <4
B A G I MEFE IR 5 1% TZH il (regulatory T cell,
Treg), Bl By e 20 o ok 38 G g% #0 k)T, e, N 7
HEFF B S P i AR AR NIRRT R A 2
Re R IR, I RT 4 f 28 i ot 2 2 F5 J 0 Mk & B
197 B2 (fatty acid) Az &M i i T8 40 HL FA) 0 3k6e A% o
TGN . TMEHH ) G2 40 At v] DA H s o A
DL A 5] 8 ol B 558 3 0. 9t T R B, iR 4 g
AN Treg iy it 1o {2 1ETHH R 5 A A A2-IVA I 2RI,
53 TAH M %) i Joa A B A RS2, PR X i g
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AR EE 2 1 28 495 1 52 i A B AR AR 3 N 2 i
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1], G P2 4 0 98 240 L 53 ) A0 2 R R 4 R AN A
GAMEIETY . T IE BE (1) b e 4 B I AR A O A
e H S T2 AR, DU N e K E A
K& KR FETMEH 2 LR NS TR o (1 #6345, i
T 457 5 TCRITE A5 548 6 TAH AR 10 03 e A A
HA R RN T RE . MIYATIMAZEU2HE 58, PDIRS

I /N B P T4 gk 5 98 3 T DL 5 35 2 T R T
QIR R GV D, T 3 s R o A4 48 326 7 L7 3%
M2 B =, 25| AR N . i
5 T R G 51 kD R 2 B R S A A g A, S
B b B 2 B AR A5 AR 26 R AN I, SR
925 20 0 () 35 AL RN Ak, 3 RGP B S A, 5
S 5057 P 5 P 40 R L RR T R S B B R
BE TR I Wy, 60 5 RS R T A 05| R ke -2,3- 80 AL
(indoleamine-2,3-dioxygenase, IDO), ‘B 1114 B #&
K& R (arginine, Arg) IR ", REEMRYIES
ARG P L B B, BEIE AR AN 7L IR 5 o 2208
M EEMAVSZ &, AT TR R RIE, |
FESC R PR B ] NEUS19 5 2 4 I ) R EGFR I
25 RT LIS TP 2 m %, S 80U R 40 e i 25171
W FL 2 B, JiRd e 2 6 7 ml DL E S TME A (1) 2 L 12
AR, BB S B I 4R IR S P A BE, ML
PRTRIBT IR G2 B 25, 3T SRR T R0k . R, i
S AR F R T A S E MR, dEd
TME A SRR AT 5% VR b a8 G0 s A . AN S 2L
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ot S R A 2 R R 1 B R 8 R R e
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BB AR 1) F BACEE, — 77 1 2 B R A e % K 3 T4
T ER) S5 A AN IS T8, 55— 7 T Ay 2 i 1 Gln-UDP-
GICNACIHE 728 F1 23 B4 I i o e 7= A2 ) o- i) 12— R A1
HEM2 W5 20 H AR AT B Ak 1T S 4 A AN [+ ()
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FHOCH AR A 5 i i G R R 2 2B 90, i ik
INEE R 78 L () S B TR AL A R A M 4 47 B AR K
ARG BN 7. TR, e 2 208
B R T IR AA AR O T SCREI R 4
JE ) T S B, R A S5 R SR IR T R A G
AT 4EH B (cancer-associated fibroblast, CAF)H %
Bl AT A ] )R AR B AN AR A BT
DL Fieeg 4 gk AT AR F g A0S T g 4 P ]
PLIE i 2 = B % (glutamine, Gln) A 7= A2 A bt H
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;g fa A taE, Bk ME g 7 EIAGInE B
5 BLANIE T3 258 0 M A F I, 2 RE e 40 P A
TS IR 4 Y BE 5% MCAFsH 3 HXGln, T i 8 4
P A G N B GIne] #h S 2501 20 TR N, 51 EECAFs
BRI . X Fh AR SO ARt 7 FF
FIGInK YR . B4 B (tumor-associated macrophage,
TAM)A 5 B2 28 R 3t I 18 7t 42 38 3 5% 0 WA AR i
ARIDESR 4 I TAH B v A AN S B . Gn B W 41 A B 05 5%
HY bt 28 R (Cys-Cys) H i Fo ik i 2R 2 ik 2 B (Cys) Ja
153 A B W A0 - 4 B ds 2T B, AT I 5 TAH i
AR S P A AT I R Rtk R AR A Z A
7 TH R T R 4 P AR K A B, 25 B R G N
Er R,
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DA N — PP TE IR, &6 i B
A RN A% R = S ) RCIR AN IR, X 22 e 40 ok
PRI 2 SR TR AR . Mg 1 2
S AN W7 38 G BT 7 () R i, W R T A v TR A
KEHT6 AU, PRI 75 29 #E R =5 %) b
1M, ] 260 AR 7 T i A R 4 R R T G B 4
THAE IR P A 5 2R A, JHC Y AR Rl R I R s A
AW E R R SR o T TR A B P I T e B
Tk A1 28, DA #b 78 = ¥R IR (tricarboxylic acid cycle, TCA)
PEFA v [ AR ol 1 — IR A A, (R #E R BRI A&
B, AL IHGAE VI 22 it e 4 i mh 2 2 R e 1) 5 X %
FRAR T S . AR MR SIS BN, RS = i T
fREA MG TE . SR A IR 22 AL Re 1™, EAb
A 2 Tk e U 2 Ik T 4 PR G B S L D R, LA B A
HEP GRPERTEN . IIANEYE S 2B T B 2
8 0 A 2P N TR bk CE A ML K, TR E 4 A1 B
H1CD4/CD8 LL 28, 3 S HLAAR (1) S /)N R S5
EB, FE W2 20 e A AN O 2 ) b g 1 ARG, T
H WG AR B IR g% 30, 75 Aar 8 /N B )
) 2 B B AU AN R A 1) 1 i A e g 1 2
KRS, 3051 1 G 2 F0 ] A o SR U 190 477 ) 4
Jig(myeloid-derived suppressor cell, MDSC)1] = il I
b FEIEMDSCHe Ak 9 % At IR M W 48 Hd .
ELAR I AH O B 2 PR ) S B DR FFAN AR, (HR T
TAME Fi 4w 2 M1 E RN, K a8 0% e 2 R bt
JRAE X B3k, FECDS TAN ML TE 4 34 58 A 58
DI RE I 5%, D]tk BH W 2 22 B A LA 1 D s
PEITVE IR

12 &5

B IR (tryptophan, Trp) & W FR R, &5
HEATIREN . IDOMK R BR2,3- A&
(tryptophan-2,3-dioxygenase, TDO)# 1t 1 4 fif A 1,
T EPEY) R SR Z R (kynurenine, Kyn)EL A5 4 1% 1 il
YEH, @i HIDCYE M D e, £ K ONE IR IRE
KRB RS S Ah, R 4 i ik v R
BRI G, IR B R MIIDOT. TDOM) Mk
L5 SVESE T F 9% (acute myeloid leukemia,
AML). 5 Ji &5 B AR AE 6 R AR K72, IDOIA
TDOTE & M i g v 1 3R I8 b 5 B30 60 2 B FE i Al
U AA R, AT D mTORME B8 7
GCN-2A1 R JRZ FRIE #% (kynurenine pathway, KP),
& A B PR 2, B R I FE i #1#lmTOR
Fr 3 B 53 1 BEUSOSE, 5 8% S T2 Jfd (effector T
cell, Teff) A M; FHFEINF 5] & 7 GCN-28lg G 1L, £
U SR AR el -2 T R 4 T S R, e 2 B Te TP
G JE A . RIR AIRE Nt B AW (1) 72
Wy, #& 75 7 J& % A (aryl hydrocarbon receptor, AHR)
B —F IR EEh . AHRBUE N F 1 IR KA
AL RN 90 5 2 Fh A B o FEPY. AHRAE 5 0] i 5k
DRIk I AR R A A7 DA 2 48 i )y R
s L5 o kAR A VIR, il TDO-
Kyn-AHRIEAF (1), [Mes 48 i DL 55 43 ik 1) 77 XA ]
CD4"FICD8" THH i (1) 384 58 K /i 3 g S e kit DA
B F3 b 1 77 AR a2 3 200 P A 3 A AT R8P0, AR
Kyn T ii# ) 3-32 5 K JK Z B2 (3-hydroxykynurenine,
3HK) M 3-52 B 40 2 55 28 R (3-hydroxyanthranilic
acid, HAA)SE APt B A e ik EH . iR
b 1 H T HEE A LA KPR AL,
FH T4 22 346 J5 (53 €6 ) R o 448 0 1 70 (€8 Jig ) e A=
FERY KPIE AR 1) i 5 85-#2 16 12 (5-hydroxytryp-
tamine, 5-HT)7KF (R BEAIC, XHE 25 F14T yid B £ T
SENA o BT 22 P MoRg 4 M AN 40 i R AR IAS-HT 32 44,
IR Z 9 hE F A B IR IR . AR, AT ARG
IR 55 SR FE ARIERT . 5-HTAF 5 18 BE 52 Wi I s
A R AL A2 B, R UG A ) Trp 23 Al ARG
I AR R I M 42 T RE B AS T Re A BT IR e
ﬁ“[33]0
1.3 RZERR. RERE

K 4Tk Ji% (asparagine, Asn)At — Fh JE 06 75 2 5
1R, R 4ERE IR R B IR AR A . A A AN 5
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- «—X—
T T blockade
B CTLA4 PD-1 TCR
~ SLC7Al1l
F GSH +— Cys +— = Cys-Cys J =
Amino acids <__SLC38A1/2 Gln
GPX4 IFNR $==g IFN-v} <« uptake and SLCTAS
catabolism | < — Leu
SLC7A5/8 .
Trp ) == Trp depletion ————T; —> GCN2
Lipid ROS 1 v
l 1po/rpo l mTOR
Tumor Kyn > Kyn e Kyn-AHR
ferroptosis l
Kyn-AHR
l Activation 'T‘
ﬁri?h %—‘ Proliferation /\«—
S Function 4
Cancer cell T cell

CTLAAFIPD-1 4546 75 51 52 e it R ) 5 58 R (1 5 JDURN 23 Al A Qi Sk 7 17 R 1 TR0 o SR e e 75 s BELIT v 7 Je e o7 2 AR T4 g S SR R AR
PR A TN RN T RE, [RGB Va7 17 S RO TEN-y /b 17 R 40 S U 2R, S BUIR B S8 SR Bk ZE T . Trp-Kynf Qi 51 A2 A I 40 41
Trp#E3H MK yn A SR BEFIH TN . PRI AN RN DI R, (R Bt AR 4n i AR AT RS . 20t BT LR B sty o, 5 &0 AT kR
PR

Checkpoint receptors, including CTLA4 and PD-1, negatively regulate T cell activation by limiting the uptake and catabolism of amino acids. Check-
point blockade may reprogram T cell amino acid metabolism and improve T cell function. Immunotherapy-induced IFN-y suppresses cystine uptake in
cancer cells, resulting in an increase in tumor lipid peroxidation and ferroptosis. Extracellular Trp depletion and Kyn accumulation caused by Trp-Kyn
metabolism inhibit the activation, proliferation and effector functions of T cells and promote the growth and motility of tumor cells. The red arrows in-
dicate increases and blue arrow indicates a decrease.

Bl SERKHERRESRERSE AT ERIESE TH21,3711820)

Fig.1 Amino acid metabolic reprogramming and checkpoint tumor immunotherapy (modified from references [21,37])
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M/ B R, O AR, AER. AR«
EIREY. A58 I8 ) I 1] 38 1 KRAS T S ATF4i%
&, LR & B & N 805 . ATFA4E [l ASNS
AETHE TS AR AEY A R AImTORCLE
T, AT ZE 15 4 i 38 5 I 6 ATF4 3 16 48 0
TZo ASNSHK T PI3K-AKTH U 77, i i AK T
KRAS-ATF4-ASNSi# ¥, fil 2 4 i 40 R A& B 14 iR 4
gy, RERE AN IR I AR, IX NKRASIRAN R /NH
Ji filiJeE (non-small cell lung carcinoma, NSCLC) &34
ML T — P ARG IT T ER AN R Ak B
G EFNHI1EH, ECD8™ TN IS T 4G B B 7 22
HUAh R Ak R e i 1« AR AR B0 A A 6
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BB, A Re % Sk G kb 7R 40 M N A7 A, R
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W BARM E R 2 —, KZ L2 an A fe
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a2 A R AN R 1 5 P ke PR s e 4 i 1 2
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TR ERZ MM p, KGR n LLd S
1 = B F R A Al B 1 (argininosuccinate synthetase 1,
ASS)FITAKG 2 B B PR 22 fi# [ (argininosuccinate lyase,
ASLYEALE . TN IR FI R A2 IR A ASS VAL S
AR E IR IE IR, A5 B ASLEL A Jo ks A R
s LEREED, K2 BRACU A X 52 2%, H R 2R
Bl R 2 TR 0 0 2l FIORS 2 R M AR I 2 R TR 40
fif AU GG 20 IR E TR 5T 434G % IR 19 1 (arginase 1,
ARG1) Y 28 R 14 K 2 R 2 (arginase 2, ARG2)7K fif
NRFEMEGEHR, SRR A RIRERRC. RE
¥ 2 R AT LALE A& ik, B T A A 3=
DA VIR P A TR T T DA ST B A RS R A R R T
2Na ki) a4 T i B2 O SR O
1% 7K F-(0.03~0.10 mmol/L )iz 1% - L Aih 42 5 2 ¥k J&
(0.5~10.0 mmol/L)*, 1=y 55 kg 2 R 1T LA 52 1 41 g
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KE VR R IEARG, FFi it 74 #6452 R Y A
T T2 M B0 AR 558, AT 400 81 e o e 9521
CZYSTOWSKA-KUZMICZ 214 18 il J87 41 it 4 FH
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F B A I MU DU S OB o TR /N34
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TR BE, P\ AR B B 004 5 22 Ge ok 2% U i e 240 i
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O AR S e VR 9T AR M S iR T, S
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Ve BI 25 W) 5 HoAb AL T 25 Bk S AT . Al S
792 R A P9 G B 400 M 5 A S AT o,

BT RNAM KRR RERE . FrmtEeinsr
F AN MR VR T M R S BE LR . MR
HIRYT R0 45 B RN NSRS VAR AE T R 4e
0 2 THT FR) e S5 SRR LA 470 g B 88 S S, AT A
SRR B S BEDIRE . B U RS @ Al
i 240 PR R S B B 9% R B RE o T LA HE I
4 B B 14 Tk 40 M AH 5% 5 4(cytotoxic T-lympho-
cyte-associated protein 4, CTLA4)HUAARFIFE 714 41 iy
BET-HK [ 1(programmed cell death protein 1, PD-1)#i
AR PR 5 IR G % A% A 5 (immune checkpoint)f7 7%
AR 2RI, G b A s A F 9% 24 i 3 1 ) 410
1 52 AR B 0% 7 Lo 52 1) A S S, ik e 4 T e 8
I FH X T B She b i G e B AW AR R AE RVR YT 2
pliibeNs gk i b SR AR RS LGS STV &N
T S L IR e I STV . T A R
HIFRIAE 22 P RE e R VR T v ROR 23, S & R
TBIT B SO RE S 1R 9T B R T SRR T
i

PEJRERE KR AN R B, i 988 240 i A i ) 4t
FAAEA WAz, PRt mT DL R AR 3 1) 32 Aok
S, WA TTEED . R S va T e A Y
g e oKk FHTF T TME N E FR ¥ B A, ST
A 1 0 e S S o DAL R e VR T 2 S
TME " JF 23 40 i AT 41 B 2 18] A AR5 58 I A0 58
FEIX BIRATT LA S e e A s VBT N ARF R HEAT A 41
L R T4 M ) A 400 P A A RS U e, ) T4
LB RS TR DI REAICIZ T B () K &
EREEW, RIETTAMELMEPPD-1. CTLA4
ST AT RS AARE AH N TC AR PR R B % 40 1) T4
(1 RE AR AR AL, A G2 A . 4 i R G
TR ETE RN IDTIR, CRN A B USR5t 5 17 7% g
1 A(carnitine palmitoyltransferase 1A, CPTI1A)Z& %k
AR g 77 1R 484k (fatty acid oxidation, FAO)F R i
B, PD-1iH 1L _EIHTA0 A CPTIAR & ik LLE #E A
YE A i o R BAEAG Y, RIS G IR BEATGL . B £ b5
BN I LK g 107 R PR R TR 5 3 T o 2R i, e 2%
IR T4 L F) 38 G AN 4346190 TR b A e A 4 2 A
TR S T R R T B A PR 50 Sk A B e e A i 8
G 28 W A

i e e A 58 R A T 2 AL ) R R e 2 S
B R G 2, TR 1 e A R I
A2, [EIISS A T B S, 51 anPD-1H1IDO
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I % T P R AR e B16/)s B 0 3 98 AR A T [ Treg .
Forp G ek A 5 T B S O 5 Rk AR AR A 1 R
PRl 22—, 11 2 J R o AU A A D mT DAY 58 92
AU, S A B RAC S & 42 1 WIDOL
TDOZE [ A UL Sz CTLA4. PD1Z54 2/ 25 15 32 AR iR
4R 2 5 B e I e it 32 R . TMEH (&
P (1) FE v LA K% Trp 73 ARG ™= 9 1 2[RI FH T4 i
HHCTLA4MIPD-1-PD-L 1R A2 47 3 ) S e o 25 A () T
JhRE Gz B3 TSmO A BB . FE R )3 N M T
PRI ) S B A 2 T2, SR R e A A B
A/\/MIFNY FH &, INSRIDOM)ZRIEP. K HIDO
FRHIF AT BEXT 175 T SORE S ML) S 2 LA H B E

EEP#E?.%E?E‘J?%%}J%%TiEﬁTéﬂiﬂ’@%’%ﬂﬁE@
T I, TR ) 2 A S A ) R e
WBIT AL, SosZehs A BEL T VR 7 A i 1 B e A A
i AR 141 Sk 384 SR T4 A 1 e 8 322 V0 0 2% R TH RES. 4
ULE T2 B0 Tt H 0T 7 S Tk e 1) 10 3, 1
PD-1{5& 5 T B T4H M AH B (1) 5% 32 25 1 SLC38A1
SLC38A2(M L i/, I RN b | S B IR (R
FE AT R AN ZIR) I 73 AU o DLk s P B s Aar
BT RS2 R U 308 3 0 A S R A A 1) B g PR AR PR T A
J PR o A, G A6 2 p BT VA 97 (immune check-
point blocker, ICB) ) & ZH 2 i AU I T2 32 1
#n, i B R AT R R R IA A B B T
PUERIFN-y/E 6 T~ 1 o83 41 1l o % 32 B FHISLCT AL
FISLC3A2MFRIA, il A B H KA BT 7 ML & R
AN, 51D R P A e H IR RE i, AT )22 5 5
Jig 5 ik 45 & ¥ i -4(glutathione peroxidase-4, GPX4)
i, AT FMEAMERAE T, R, SRR AR
5 THH M S P2 2 T 1) 5 U)K % 1ol A 25 1 A0 1 2
PRI AT i S BV T 1Y) EE R R

BESRE

ARG 2 2 5 1 PR O 85 ) S
BN ARG e VR T AR AN, e BT il
VR B2 e 2 240 i 1) 408 B AT RO T RE, 395 R A
S5 P (R G BT, B W B B S R G KR
AN PR AR, IR YT R RS MR ) S
JRAE AR ZE 5 BLRRR LRI ) R 2R 4k DDA R
PRk, 3 — 2B A T A 4 R AE TMEE R F A 4E 5 o
R34 PO 52 e PR S e vy BAT BB S AR
R R AL 10 R, FRAE IR T IR

(7 5N HHEL 7T B RRAE, B ) PR A A R
B PR AR 2 2 2 1) 259 5 8 R S BTV B RR T
FEIm PRI T R A RT3
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