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The Role of Autophagy in Alzheimer’s Disease
SHI Yating, YAO Zhaoyang, ZHANG Wei*
(School of Basic Medical Sciences, Xinxiang Medical University, Xinxiang 453003, China)
Abstract AD (Alzheimer’s disease) is a neurodegenerative disease with cognitive dysfunction, which is

mainly characterized by SP (senile plaque) formed by AP (B-amyloid protein) deposition and NFTs (neurofibril-
lary tangles) formed by hyperphosphorylation of Tau protein in cells. Autophagy is an important way to effectively
remove abnormal proteins in nerve cells and maintain organism homeostasis. In this review, relevant studies on
autophagy and AD in recent years have been retrospected, as well as the basic process of autophagy and the rela-
tionship between autophagy and AD are summarized in detailly and systematically. In addition, this review deeply
explores the regulation of autophagy-related pathways and its role in AD, and expects to provide a scientific and
reasonable theoretical basis for the prevention and treatment of AD.

Keywords autophagy; Alzheimer’s disease; B-amyloid protein; Tau protein; mTOR-dependent pathway;
mTOR-independent pathway
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Hh, 2R IS B B A AT AR B, YR
A A IR AR R I B RN KRERIFE TR, H
W 5 A K Taus 1 Z [AIAFE R R Z AR A, X AD
AR B AT 35 AR H I o, Rk, ASCE
FH AL A WEAE AD AR AL B L, P
LA E Wk AR AD W R IR 1R

1 B

M R — b A0 i PN A A R A, R
B BT K 75 i R R — e G P 8 ) B R A U8 R
I 20 Jf N A 33 32k B g A 7 RIS TR], IRTELBh
Yam i B T 2y oy =Fh 32 B7 20 K H B (macroau-
tophagy). /N H Wi (microautophagy) 14> T A6 5
] H I (chaperone-mediated autophagy, CMA)“. i
TR ARk AR, 5 ADRR R AL A AH
%, B EH SRR T 44 10 X0 2 B 1 5 ) 0, S 0 R 9 2
VI R WA, B WA e A0 SR R
ANF P FEIIF S RE, S5 S I ARRLE, 461
AT AR IR, AR BREKE . 2
TR v 3l A7 AE B — Rl B B 2 R B2 SN A
AL, A= AR 4 5 B ARCA ~F- 1 A ZH  A 3A
BRRRENEERL, X R EMMEYIER. 4
MEE, AKKFEREEFEERERENEHT. 3
Wk )R AE SRR AT 23 AN B (1) 4 N 0 B B £
TR (2) 70 B IBEAE AR O 8 ot AV F R AN BT RZ K
e 2 AR 0T ZeoR AR I ] 6] F A 240 P 85
(3) 7 B A K S LA X2 R 5 A0 1 J e A5 (4) H
AR R AP IR 5 I B AR s (5) B R AN I Bl Ak it 5
J RV B A v R 7K ATV A, o g P AE 40 L N
TEAFI T,

2 HEESADRIHEEM
2.1 BESABHIXH

Bl & WFFC IR HHAR N, E B R HABUTAR =
AR EEVE S 9] K ADRYE R K 22—, ABRIFHE
B R BRI 4 T L, AR 4E N B Ca* fR
A, (R HEMIER, FRKETE D hE, 3R
4 o PR - 51 B 2O R N5 . fTEADH A Bt B AR
B H WS AR 12 X W 5% PR R ABRT & 12, Tt
TR N AT ] T Bh 5 3 X — I R PR AR AR
Bk, 78450 7 4l 5 W AR (R 11 9¢ &, FIH E
s g/ AB I P AR X R R AD 2 e B L

AP HHVE# #F 22 H AT /& (amyloid precursor
protein, APP)Z B-73 WAl FH y- 43 WA i 11 25 1 7K A
R A ) 2 ko 8 o B- 20 We B AE BV 150KE APP
B 09 B- N Fr BL—— B-w] ¥ PR V€ B #F B 1 A4
(B-soluble amyloid precursor protein, SAPPB)Fl B-C
Uity J Bt (B carboxy terminal fragments, B-CTFs), < J&
V-7 WA B TS B-CTFs /K MR L AR Bt . ABTENAA
B LT R AB1-40F1AB1-42, HrfABI-42 B
IR, HEA 5 RER R ABITE M Z L, If
FIRKMATIEER . BWES S AR B 2%
o ARFFRI, 1335 APPI /N BRI 4R i
F Ii%: %76 (autophagic vacuoles, AVs)"H & H K=
APP. B-CTF. BACE(B-site APP cleaving enzyme)
&, UL AVsHE AR AR — AN T BRI BB AL BT, ABIY
AR RS EA RS, A ABE B E R
AT, TE B VR D) AR AT 1 /)N B A AP AR LR
b1 90%, B HMRIIBEVR B 2 )5, ABHIAE il il
R FNEH KU e Ah 78 H W AH B R Arg7
wc R RN B, ABER I AR R KD, 2 e A
T Atg7 N 5 B /) B R 2 4 A Atg TR
PR B IEH K LAEOE B R, [N AP AR it 2
W B 2 TR0 DL ERIRE SR SRR, B
W S 5 AE ABRTE Bl 4% 7 — B BIERT . T SE bR
b, BWAEABRIARE A ENEREN, R T25
ABIAE AN, AT DA 3 APP I fif LA/ AR ™
"o FE ADB) I OBl 52 3] Atg S HORUE H W 1
T AT AL E APPH IR AR, T E ARI R U7,
SIRT1(Sirtuinl)& H W& 4% B IEAH G 70+, H B
A LAHE I AR 9% 22 Beclind o AtgSFIRUE AH G
5 15 553-11(microtubule-associated protein 1 light
chain 3-1I, LC3-I)J 3%k, M FEAPP-CTFR/KF
BRI IR ARG KR U FER ] APP/PS1%: %k
Bl /)N BB TR ) S 56 vhoad R B, A mTOR@ A2 (2 12
H g A] LLRE(RBACEL ) RIE/KF . th4b, Bl i)
— I TR UE B T S PPAR s 5 4 1 e
TR ABHE kAT, 7T LLZE ADAR AL /) B A 0
DiReEEiR PO bk sl i 45 R Amon 1 B Wk OS]
DA AR il HLAT Bl T2 ADIRR BEERE . 7
IEEEON, RS S T ABRAE ORI M, JFEM
AL TR, BLRIEMRZ T DI BEIE R « SR,
] W AP S T R0 RT LA APPSR il ABPY, 7E
AD KI5 B 5 I B R E0E , ATtk 1



1512

B APP AR ECHLE B W Vs T A i 4% v 110 [ i LA
S FHAG IR B2 St [ R ) O S T e R
EXTREEREAR .. AEREERDRENT
3K, BA BG4 B R T B — Bl B R AR RO
1M 7E AD KI5 I, AN R 6 AR 23 3 Fl ) I
DIResZ 8, ABIEEE TP A ot W R T 2 ) PR 4 5
RN, PRI AR e v, I ELYE 0 AR e 3 ) ADASE
/NG P S AD S8 38 () R i i Sy pP 22 o AR
SRR K E I E AR A B B R ERI, R
HF7E ADRE I 054 RH V5 B A4 1 s A i F R AR T B
G, S, ADJRHE AT M APFRFE A R 2 HH
S B VR AR A B A R A R D R R T — A
TR, BEADIRE I E R,
2.2 BESTauEHMXR

AD 5 — A 32 95 BRARFAIE 72 76 0 22 40 Jf o T
FK & [INFTs, THNFTsH)JE B 2 5 Tauts 2§ 1d
FEBS IR A O, Tautk H A2 —Fh B Z M HUE MR
H, BE5MEROLS GG HREERME, &34
FEUE R e MR 2 e MM S5 M IAE ] . TEADYR
it 1, BT Taufk H 1S BB R A AR B R K
AR, AR T IEE B AEY DRI S E o,
1M 3 B R AN R e T 2 5 U 508 i ) 7 E
Wr, N5l i eitr.. HT MLt s L93
Ja IR, ApeE A 4 2R E S A NE
BRI, T DAMERR IE R 40 H WE T RE LIS R A
REPIRI & ook AR H E . (HEADM K T
b, HERDIRESZ 4R 514 7 RS M ABHI T & R
TaufE E I R, FECT AAMRIEIEMIE T &t
IFET

2 &~ E AR R G2 K TaulF R 3 2k
12, B4 Tau L 5E BAR B TR AATE AEERT, AR
T MR A AR 2, IR W2 R
JCHBER Ak Taul (10 £ 23R 4%, 1 H B W E0S
Bl 5 ] A AR 2 Tauss H G R . 19964, BED-
NARSKIZS PE YRR I8 7 ¥ B 7k 5 (i mT DA RS i
LY R ) Tauss 1, UEBH T B WETE TaufC 8 A& Wbl
Hl R . SRR B R AR, rT BAAE
iR Taufk 1 )T BRIE(E o HOm B 1 5 4, A B
B D(—FHA BRI OB ). SR (—MEEE S
FAN)FNG FE R (—Fh B RIS 7R )t T LASS Bl A A L
o ADRET /N B OKH F Tau 2k R AR R7KFRT, it
Ab, 3B AT DAIE A1) [ i LA A ) R A A R

£ 1 (mammalian target of rapamycin, mTOR)K i {4
AT mTORAEM M P F & 4215 5 B WK 2GS AD
Tautk F 4145 2550, A SLIUESE, /£ ADBLAY
/IN B HR R FH AT B 2 PR I AMPYE A6 B 1 S (AMIP-
activated protein kinase, AMPK)-mTORI& 1% K #G
FE, o MR8 oo Tautk A BITERR, 35170
RPN ETRE 7 Bl DRI ERATTHE T, B Wk (1) 0% W] LA
H BIE BR R i p 22 o0 IR Tausz 1, BAZRM# AD
BE PPN RebERG . (H5 RIRIE, TR B SRS
WERRAC T Taut A W] R Bl S W I B R H IR
TR R G D REFR AT 2 3 B Taudh B SRR TR
B, 15 E R D RERERG 2 5 Tauts SRR — N E 1%
Wk B, 5 Wl 04 HL/E 25 H 2(polymerase delta-
interacting protein 2, POLDIP2)/& Tausk [ K& 1)1
A74rF, POLDIP2id ik v] LAH I 3 Wk, I &5
Taufs HHRELEPY, Mok, R ZEM R 2 — 1%
F A 52(nuclear dot protein 52, NDP52), /£ H Wi
S H A AT B 1 AR SR TR K LC3 (R R AL
Tauk I FEfR . SR E ADBLRL/N R 1) B2 2 A 5
W5 NDPS2 1) AVsHU & . 3 34, HNDP524 1.
TR K. (1) Tau B 14 0 LC3-TIHY FE KP4 A B 1
X R HH AD /IS BB MR D e H LR AG B8, R IR
FLRW, H WD) RE S A AE B 1L Tau sy 2 R A FR
EE RBETE

3 AT BMEETTADBYIRE

REWFRY, ZMESHFERSS 7AW
BERE, X L5 5 5 Il P A 2 AR AR b S
&R 57 I TORAL I A, HLTORZ 25 [ Wik 11 25 2
BECT38, #4522 B, mTORTEAD &5 AL il e 45
FHEAE T, mTORIEAZ AL 15 W 1) I /b 25 175 3 ABHY
72 A M Tau sl E BERR AL, DR, AR SCRBLRIR T
TORAE 5 i i % B W (1 42 /F L, 2 A mTORMKK
HE AT TOR AR AL 1 Fh ik 42
3.1 mTORKHMEIEZ AT B

TORZ —MEBEL b IR ST I L2 =R /75 R
WA, WA, B mE e E
AR ELAE T BB A9 5 544 Bl mTOR1(mammalian
target of rapamycin complex 1) mTOR2(mammalian
target of rapamycin complex 2). mTOR & —Fp£ HLf)
H T T, IS B UE TR S AR R
B A A TR AR RN R R R
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PI3K: TR ULEE-3-W; Akt: 8 4 AB; mTOR: 5 M8 2 LR 1; p70s6K 1: p7ORZHH 14 R 163 1; PPARy: i S (A 34 B 4D 52 Ay
AMPK: AMPEALER 38, TSC1/TSC2: 4515 PEAEL 2 5 4)1/2; Rheb: 15 A 5 % (11N GE FRas [ R4 -
PI3K: phosphatidylinositol-3-kinase; Akt: protein kinase B; mTOR: mammalian target of rapamycin; p70s6K1: p70 ribosomal protein s6 kinase 1;

_| Inhibit

——> Promote

PPARY: peroxisome proliferator-activated receptor y; AMPK: AMP-activated protein kinase; TSC1/TSC2: tuberous sclerosis complex 1/2; Rheb: Ras

homolog enriched in brain.

Ell mTORMK#E BREER
Fig.1 mTOR-dependent autophagy pathway

VAT, &SR R PR AL (K1) o

TEF B AD B o R, mTORM 14 1542
W B WAL TR . BES 5o
AR, XA UEY] T mTORZ 5 ADII K
ML, F ELE 0 H] mTORME 35 [ W — A BEA T e
22980 ABTER AR, 2t AD/IN RSB IR S
Dyme U2, i g 9t LS -3-3304 (phosphatidylinositol-
3-kinase, PI3K) 155 [ B(protein kinase B, Akt/
PKB) & mTORIE # FIFH M ME 55> F, 5 mTOR
JEFEF R T PIBK/AKY/mTORIE R, 5 H VR .
Akt{EJy mTORIE #% b i i) — A IR 5 08, W] LAl
I E Bl A B R (L mTOR R IG 5m TOR (35 ME, &
. mTOR T ii# R4 p7OA% BE A4 £ 11 s6 3 (p70 ribo-
somal protein s6 kinase 1, p70s6K1)fER 1t M 1T $11
[ W8 ) JE 2 9, (L 224400 ] B L W 122 308 % o A ] —
ANy, FORARE E ) R A, TSR ABUT
FRABST FE TR H NIR N o, PIBKISOE Akt iy id it
G 45 T AR AL 2 A9 2(tuberous sclerosis complex
2, TSC2)4EFFRhebIGTPLE & 45, Y85 1458 mTORIY)
WaE . PRTMREE N SRR E A ADY R A4, PI3K/
AKUBETE B TR RR L S W W0OE , G AR
EFNHIRE I TR . fEADEE R, BTN
SR I T PI3K/AKCER AR ) 57 W0 AT Wit 2 19

/D 2 AR 3 1 G HRET,

AMPK &7 T mTORG B L iif il — M, &
55 5 S A P i 189 5 0 0 2 4 y(peroxisome
proliferator-activated receptor y, PPARY)— [F] ¥ i%
PPARY/AMPK/mTORGH i X} H B 3E AT i 4 451, 41
it 9 T )2 46 H Atg1/ULK 1 (unc-51-like kinase 1)£7
PI3KC3(phosphoinositide 3-kinase class 1IN K E 54
% 5%, ULK1-Atg13-Atgl101-FIP200E &1 N H
s P S 5| 7], L 32 2y AMPRORG I - 49500,
— BT, W0 A9 mTOR 1 RE %l i B iR 1k Ser757
ERTULKLRHIES B0, A ROECIRES T, AMPKIE
IR AL Ser3 1740 Ser777 HL4%0 ULK 1, 5|2 ULK1-
mTORIE SIS, 4115 ULKES R a0 H W R
FERAES T AREAR., HIERHE, AMPKAZAR
A Tau s A BERR A K SC BV % 51, AMPK RIS
AT LA mTOR IS 535 1 LM E W, 02k ABIY
Bee i ok, A2 P e nT LLIE I S840 i Py Ca® /K~F- LA
) AMPK#E 5] FImTOR, 321 fish & I - B4R 1%
B AB, T 2SR AN 1 WX AR 5 1) ADMIZE TR AR
FERA A L
3.2 mTORIEKRFMHEIREFZFT B

mTORMK i 1 i 12 2 5 5 Wi i 4% 14 72 5% AD
MR R R I T W Z [RAFAE S BER R, BRI
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4—[ ULK1 H AMPK ]

TyrRs: B2 E-tRNA S B, PARP1: DNATE EHF1; ROS: iH 14 %(; ULK1: unc-51F: 8 1; AMPK: AMP{F AL 25 11 3415, Bel-2: B-41 fifd itk g ik

[-2; Atgl4: FWRAHGIE R 14,

TyrRs: Tyrosyl-tRNA synthetase; PARP1: poly ADP-ribose polymerase 1; ROS: reactive oxygen species; ULK1: unc-51 like kinase 1; AMPK: AMP-

activated protein kinase; Bcl-2: B-cell lymphoma-2; Atgl4: autophagy related gene 14.

E2 mTORIFKHEBMEIRE
Fig.2 mTOR-independent autophagy pathway

Z Ak, TEAH AR E VI RE Y, mTORAEM (S
Tl B [FREE 2 (E2). AMPKER TR LA
I8 I mTORM A M 18 42 U 15 5 W 4k, 38 1] DA g
i U W BEULK 1) Ser3 17 /1Ser7774% 1 F1Beclinl [
Ser91 MSer94 7 sl K AE IR A B3 5] K H RE,

Beclin {F o —FHEEM HRAHCE H, fEIEF
fHEOLR, AT RS N IR R LR -3-350% (human type
I11 phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase, hVps34). HWgEAH %
F A Atgl4 Lpl 50/ R PI3KC3E &4, i A T A i
W BT T8 1 Bel-2(B-cell lymphoma-2) 1] DL ik
5 Beclinl () BH3 45 #4545 & LA Beclinl /-3 1) H
g TRV SRS RIS, Bel-27Ec-JunZ JE K
Ui 1 (c-Jun N-terminal protein kinase 1, INK1)#J1E
F iR AL 5, 3 M Beclinl-hVps34-Atg14-p150%=
G RR K, 755 AR, [ 5, ROCCHIZE
R, FE/IN R W 75 R AH SC B[R] Beclin Hh RN —
A RURAE F121A W] 2 2 [ {1 Beclinl 5 Bel-2 (1 AH HAF
F, 3T E W, BE BV R S AR 1 SR A ez
ADHJiEE . mTOR[RIFE ] L2 275 76k Z 55 R
SEAE AN TGS B W, (2 INK UG R3E A 2
SN mTOR. b4, 75 WA 5 2 AN INK 188 Bel-2
FIBEIR L, TETSC2ELZ gi i rh, X Le iR 1k Bz (9 B
{1 7E mTORBHLE I LA Z 52 7, iR g R,
I 2 FHINK 1/Beclin 1 /PI3K AImTORH 7. 1 4% )

75 T % (reactive oxygen species, ROS)Xf T4l ffi

AEIE B A W T, R FE AT A2 SR A I AN [|] ok T
MR AFIEECE AU T . WERIE, ADiERE 1) ) — Rk
AP TO A FROS AL 2. ROSHI LLE T 2 Fi
BLAIRIIE B R A, BRI A& B R ) 2 5
Fo DGR TE S AMS shi oy EE AR R, [F
B A0 ] DU 26 b A4 7= 2EROS, JE H 2 H,0,. H,0,
A DL H A A Cys8 1M Atgd 2R 7%, 12 B e/ MA R
BCRE T 5 5 H WPV R T E R AtgdlE 1, ROS
BT T Beclinl #35, dEM{E it A WAL

SIRT 15 SirtuinZ [ H1 R — N RPBE i e v — A%
% (nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide, NAD)f{Hfi4: it
LA, T8I T O A I 2 S T AE AR 2 R
PrORgE g i A ER] . SIRT 12 H IR 1
IR, 5B -(RNAS 5 (Tyrosyl-tRNA synthe-
tase, TyrRs). % %€ ADPAZHE SR & 1(poly ADP-ribose
polymerase 1, PARP1)3E:[]2H i TyrRs/PARP1/SIRT 1
¥, HAT LUl IS TyrRs (30 R PARPL, 5 2305
SIRT 1 H g AH G 5 Ak AR 0, X 58
iof 11 SIRT14] APPHIZ A LT ] 2503 ADFEAZ
SRR FIEIRIX — T4 A &1,

4 2&E

A, 1 20 Bl R 2 SR 9 B B, AR O
FHI A S TE AN T R R 35 19 W J% A S 13 B 7
H AR R AE R, BEATR 5 AR T HEAT, 536
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