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Steroidogenesis and Its Application in Prostate Cancer

Hou Zemin, Tang Jingjie, Li Zhenfei*
(Chinese Academy of Sciences Key Laboratory of Systems Biology,
Chinese Academy of Sciences Center for Excellence in Molecular Cell Science,
Shanghai Institute of Biochemistry and Cell Biology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shanghai 200031, China)

Abstract Steroidogenesis participates into different physiological or pathological progressions. Androgen
metabolism is tightly related with the development of prostate cancer. The androgen metabolism pathway and
androgen receptor signaling pathway are the main targets for prostate cancer therapy. To investigate the function of
androgen metabolites and the regulation mechanisms of steroidogenic enzyme activity, it will be helpful to unveil
the mechanisms for drug resistance and individual response variation. The related research will also promote the
exploration of new targets for drug development and new biomarkers for diagnosis or treatment. This review mainly
introduces the steroidogenesis in the progression of prostate cancer, the therapy approaches targeting to androgen
metabolism, the related drug resistant mechanisms and biomarkers.
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I 7 (hormone) /& 1 P 73 WA Ji 55 1A 73 A 48 i )
W A MRS B A RIS A 501
PISAR, 251048 2 P A B BRGE BhM. Hodr, [
U 2 (steroid hormone) A& — 28 &5 #4) AL H 8] B 11 &5
NI, EEAFEE R TR (glucocorticoid). #h
J% FUi & (mineralocorticoid) . #E# 2% (androgen). M
U 2 (estrogen) Al 22 I & (progestogen) 55 . JH [ B /E
9B R S B R A, 7R BB BT, SE AL BN
BLAEAS T b bk 2 P S A AU RS, S 2 A Rl
BB, L MBDEE BN E G, SRR
r, I R N RE T A T B R R P LA A
P WA I A B AR

lit] P Jo 2 A 1 25 L RR 22 b 8 1 R A K AR
Ko HEBEAU R H 2 5 200051 e 1 K A K R
T I 2 A7 A R 1A R AR S
ZARKI G A R G IR EIRIT RS R ) FEF B M
T 51 e 4 s 2 Flos At = B B A . R
B BRI ASRARIRTT T 52 HEBER & B HAH O
Ik % %2 /& (androgen receptor, AR){5 5 i i /& /il
HI M K R S IR RIG T BB K Y. HAh,
R RS 2 R e . AU RS TR SR
R RIS R . ARCRIRNG O AR A
EHIT A e 05 1 R R v B D e S FLAE I R YR 97 R i)
i .

1 HEHENE

AT S B 2 S N o WA B RE B AR E R IE
A BRI RE A MEI R 52 AL W) 5T 4 i A AT AR 1)
FERYE . 52 R [R) 5T 20 B R A 43 A I B AR
#, VAR RE R )5k}, 280t — R BIBER s S A S2 1
(testosterone, T), HEEMBNIEIA RFHP, EAKY
F=AE60% M B 2R, HAR40% 1 ER Y T R,
B bR B Jo X R i 8% o L[] I A, g e Y8 2 T
Jit & 3% 1 i (dehydroepiandrosterone, DHEA ) % Jilt
B . MR FIDHEAZE—DAEAT IR Rk
JE 5 55 40 A AH 2 b 4 e A IR

JIEL ] 2 ER A R e 22 S HECHS 445 43, C1~C19)
— KA EE(C20~C27) 4L B H BI85 BIDHEA ) it
T 32 2 0 JE [ A0 5 A0 2 B I Il A e 2P, 3K
AL R R 5 — A o el 2 A B S I T R (steroid
acute regulatory protein, StAR)K; £ Fii 44 &b i (1) H
[i] B2 2 J ) 2 LA P R I HEB R A R B

AN B 2P IR, StARB IR Ak 2 52 ) HL % 32 I [ B
[IRE 7370 RH LB R A A7 s 9 AR B N B R I O
KA E AR BT HEAR L A P ik = S B SR AR, IE
7 StARK [ B i 25 & s 1) F B AEPT, JH ] e gk
N GRLAR 5 AE B BE 77 fiff B8 (cytochrome P450 family
11 subfamily A member 1, CYPIIA)] i £ 2 fif
TER N B % £ RC212 Ja M BE, A Rl 4 45 I B
(pregnenolone). 2% I I i /& #6 B2 o g . B2
PR AR BOR L R AT AA . 220 B W 2 B B R Bk
PRSP A AH I 1R A6 Bl A0 DR 6 R BUIR, A b
JUR SRR T R e A D W B R, A R AT R AR
W BFCYP17A1(cytochrome P450 17A1)%: 1k A 1
FATADHEA. CYP17ALT %o KIF RIS I, 75
AR T C 1747 B IR 2k, AR Bl 7o 52 2 475 T i
(17a-hydroxy pregnenolone). [ &, CYP17A1 K 1%
ZLAR BTG E, T WIC17RIC202 [A) 1) HL B, K 170-52
752 I B W %% Ak yDHEA(E 1) i 2E B FIDHEA %%
% fif 3 % 7% BF2 A1 (sulfotransferase 2A1, SULT2A1)
PRI IR 4K, T R 7K M B A 1) T IR M S % T
(dehydroepiandrosterone sulfate, DHEA-S)Jf: ¥ JL B
R R G LSS B A H .

DHEA-SH|IL il 5 )&, 15 64 {t JUDHEA .
DHEA i) #E R Fe AL 38 3h B A AE 53 4.5
A7AL B S5+ B B S, 3P-FR Ak 2 [ I i A
1(3B-hydroxysteroid dehydrogenase 1, 3HSD1) LA
DHEA Y JEEM, o503 FL e XU (0 7 B JF: [7] IR Ke C3
R AR R B, AR A A7 — I (androstenedione,
AD). 3BHSDI# 1k 1) 1X — ¥ Jx W /& \DHEA %
X E £ [ (dihydrotestosterone, DHT)¥] [R i & 1%,
ChangZ&f) T /E $5 Hi, 3BHSD1Y £ 5 4Z(N367T)
fie 6 3 5 HC 2R 1 AR 1k, 3R T A2 2 I A A e
HEWER & A, 5 BT B IR KR I T I %2 . ADZ A
M DHT /) %% A6 77 28 H 1 v 77 78 4. 7B 1B Rl
A1) Ji% 20 10 v, 17BHSDS 45 AX 8 g K AD C 174 ) i
FAE M i F2 S, AR R SR RS 52 R BE S B A
SRD5A2(steroid 5 alpha-reductase 2)1& 1, 2E pif M
B o [ ME B A DHT . 31X 2 H Al 2 W\ FIDHT & 1% 1
22 i@ pEUO, SR, ChangZ5UFE H 7R 1 1 I Ja 48
ff , AD 5 B 4R B BESRDSA TR 5 A= il S e 4
— liFl(50-androstanedione), %A J5 #f 18 ¥t B§17BHSDS
B AE DHT . X 2% 388 #% 3 A% A So- 1k &5 ¢ — i
(5a-androstanedione)if % B & # L 18 % (alternative
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Cholesterol is converted to mineralocorticoids, glucocorticoids or DHEA in adrenal gland. DHEA is converted further to androgens in prostate.
Bl EBzHERARE
Fig.1 Steroidogenesis pathway

pathway)(K1). HEBZRCIFICI7AL I F25 BE g g AR
Wi UGT2B15(UDP-glucuronosyltransferase 2B15)
FIUGT2B1 735 3 5 1 4 4 1% 2 (glucuronic acid),
AE L FR) 7 0 6 2 A I L A0 P O R A PR AT DT,
A B 15 77 2UAT BLOR BE CL7 AL I R £, A7 BT
FE A M T 3R AE A0 ) 2 S ), A RT AR 2 R A
o 20 i SR AF AR L 35 ) OGBS Y, AR, A OC A
P SRAFAE e W ) R AN T) B B 1) T 270 e g s PR A

A AN 5 B I 2 R, Fankhauser&:'HA A, 4 #L 1K)
AD—T—DHTA 38 % 47 A2 7 51) a8 o e i 2= X

U E B, IkAh, J5 17138 B (backdoor pahtway)
AN IS T3 — > AT e ) 2 4 T B 2 DHT A
PRI, BRI, H AT T UIE R B2, FEARA
IR 22 e R UE 488 S 7 72 T 51 Bt 240 e o A 72 12 A
B, WOMASE AL B R

DHT iz ANHHE B i) 2% . DHTPC17LH

Fo 5 DL UGT2B1SEUGT2B1 78 M. ki, ik
4k, AKR1C1(aldo-keto reductase family 1 member
Cl). AKRIC2%Z /M v] LA AL DHTAR filg — &
fiil (androstanediol). — &M & Wil A 2 Fr Dy RE, & ﬁ
FAFRIE, HIt, RUGT2BI1SSE R ELAE R, —
T Tt 7T DA S A8 DHT, 1E v 41 i P DHT ) i 4%
RO, BN N A 48 25 [E] B (neurosteroid), T]
PLIEGABAWSE 5B BEP . & A N & — P
Wz, vl DL B BUEERP(estrogen receptor ). i
G, TER I, A SR ATk . 7
UPEL . HE RSB AL, ADEK SR B T DA AR 1 B 7
7y Wi (aromatase) & 1ffi, A= il ME 1) Wi (estrone, E1)B M
% (estradiol, E2).

HEBER % 7QEHE@H;E< i+ ARG & )5,
AR AR IRAK, BENA A, umlJfﬁ/i%%%x
(ENE=S Eﬁﬁ(androgen response element, ARE), # 5=
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RNAZR & B &6 e soooth, R SR R M e s R0k
PO A AR 5 18 B A 2 5 BT 50 i o R
J () F B A

2 HISIRRELRATE

FEVE J5 Ak B 28, 1 41 s & 9 v b R i 2 5
—. BUERE R Sk A 3 EEE P2 1 HE
IR, 20165 3 [F 11 41 I g 5 14 995 161 21180 89041,
AT B s S8 8 20 = B 3B, o 5 AR R A
17249, FEFRE, T 55 R0 2 i 0 2 i sk,
5] {210 s A 2 — BRI AG o« BRI AR AL R
JTHIRE. N2 R I S5 1 I 2 g,
B /2 B 1 R 9 eV K, L KR 52000
FR—EM T BESENEEZE . EFER, REFT
B [ (0T 380 00 SR 29 M 1061/10 75 N, 2 R 1 4 09
RN mEE; MAEAL e B SEIRT, wU AR
) I C A 2061/10 75 N . TiiH20154F 3% H
T T B I R 6 T

LA A 5 e 00 A%, I RREIRAS B 2, 1)
G B E B T R A R &, TSR E
W12 1 51 e £ 22 b g SRR i, 22K T T
BRI I AL FE, B IGRET F B W Fidt
g 5Tt 7 B K, 3 E R 5 e R AR T N B R
o B L N45%, W3 T TR T B K (<10%)P,
TESEE, 721 B 1) 7 1 0 A 2 2 3 A DU I
T B B4R 57 BT R (prostate specific antigen, PSA)
Ry B, 17 7 5 T I IR S e A R FH A A b i 12 1T 41
e I AER AR T 00 7 B R, B 7 05 B A
TR 22 S T A I D P R Jr o E L O AE L
fil G AR, a0, A AT F0 s A R L)
TMPRSS2-ERGHE A il 78 2 T B AR AR 2 H T
T3 = AR EE 3BHS D LE B R N A R /b s T35 14 34
SRS H R, A B I R 2 DLAER
BN N, B0 R E R B L I PR S AR
Xk Z o

BT 5 B e 998 D3 F2 AT 3 S DU AS B B 28—
B B 2 BT B s o A . 2 BRT B R 40 B R A R
b, BN S HT IR . AT IR R A AR YR
TR, (H 5 SR ET FI R b 5 4 i 8 (prostatic
intraepithelial neoplasia, PIN) "] §& /& 5 2 il 71| i 1
T BRI B B R AT S R . B
I, A 5 e A A 22, (R AT R R AT P IR B . SR

HHT R A K S, — A TR ERRRIRIT . RIE
PR L A5 B S )R] DA 42 32 0T B T R4 B T A
JBRo 5 =B B M AT A R o LIS, R 81 e R
MR G, 7 A8 B TR 4 B, Tt K e ik
i 3 /1 %1 iR 9 (advance prostate cancer). 52 AL $g fit
(%) 5 A A& I By B 200 PR A0 1) BT R . R,
8IS 259 8CF TR B 7 1 92 25 #5968 97 (androgen
deprivation therapy, ADT) & i 3 | 1] i g ¥6 97 10
HTEPTEPY . R R 2 BRI N R, AR
PIRIT Ja BI~24F N, PSAX & Jt &, VR T it 52 7=
A, BT A g NG DU I B, B 2% 34 52 B AT A iR
J& (castration resistant prostate cancer, CRPC)( ¥ 2).
CRPC2 X 35 1) AR i 1 ol ELHE 1 iy, & B A IR
TRIT AR EI LR E . FECRPCIEE Y, HEER T
BT BRI TSR . B b R AL B AL
NDHEA, 11 81 41| it ADHEA K B 44, 4k 22004 H {0
JNDHT, i #E75 A B

3 CRPCHIETT

% 1 2% V4 fih 38 (docetaxel )55 44 J7 25 %), CRPCik
HZ FhEE a8 T MR 69T T B MEWER & liE
% X ARYE 5 18 I 2 CRPCYE J7 1 B 4 i, Bl bk
¥ J.(abiraterone) LA 1 _F iR o ¥ AL BECYP17AL N

T 1) it 2 L IR ) B, U 17 R SR
J5 SR FU IR B, BT LR T SR A Y R A8 4K R
D4A. So-AbiZE AR =578, AR ID4A
R A% 110 ] B 22 F10 24 ] e X U5 T DA B e, 00 1) A 38
RO, T HD4AT] DL E B AR, R I H 5451
PR HORE, T 53— AR T P050-Abik 2k T
X AR AR A o) D e O EL AT DL LR OE AR R
Jiga e A R BS, [RL bk, T ER AR e () AR P T
J2 I R 55 B HH CRPC B 38 % % 25 9 7= 2B AN [F] ) DL
(1 SR, T e R % 1 2B b 26 47 Sk T BT LU kR R
2T A B 2R B [ (enzalutamide) s 73 — NI R
M TRITCRPCII 2. 81 SARZ R4 4 X
(ligand binding domain, LBD)45 &, B4 i GE 5 FH
IEMEBER SARSE &, MM HIHIARSE 54, X
P 25 I AE20114F 56 J5 1% 3% [ FDA(Food and Drug
Administration)ftt #E, £ I IR S e oM 25 70% 1) 2 2
A3k, o B 2R G0 578 i T FLAREE AU 259, i
—BAE B T HE E N CRPCAE K (i B B LS04, i
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Disease progression

i 5 s 3 A0 R e R TR R AR I S L A0 A IR TR G0 B B R AR IR T S, KR IMICRPCH FR i 28 4 43 b 28 i 4] i g

(neuroendocrine prostate cancer, NEPC).

Prostate cancer develops from local cancer to advance cancer and then to CRPC. When CRPC becomes resistant to abiraterone or other treatments, it

develops into neuroendocrine prostate cancer (NEPC).

E2 miyliREmE L RIIERIGT R

Fig.2 Prostate cancer progression and related therapy

G, AT Z TR0 SR EE RN T A IERTE R,
fi$5Galeterone. ARN-509F1EPI-5065%. Galeterone
PACYP17A1JY #E £, 5 7 400 ) e 5 At llg 3% 040,
ARN-509-5 B & i 45 ) S, RE S 58 4 3t ik A\ 41
Jif JF 285 AR, SR B 5 (150 R SURY; EPI-506
T8 3ok ) AR RNty % S5 3 14 X (N-terminal domain,
NTD)K A AR L REP,

B 7 HERCER A R R AARYE 5l B, DNATH
Pife 5215 5@ B8 2 o5 — AR A AT S i
2 W) Olaparib 2 DNA1Z & §PARP(ploy ADP-ribose
polymerase) ] #1 fill 7). $#82015%F $ix 18 1 lfw R — HH
58 PR, fE16AL 4 A HARDNAS 5 12 &2 B (35
BRCAI/2. ATMZ)k. 585 [{ICRPCHEE T, 414
A1 i35 e S Olaparibya I7, Wa B 2 =ik 88% . 177
W5 AR AR 25 3E T NTERFIE B 2, AT DU
fi] £ £4) 25 DXL e SR A 5 24 0 1) 3 NS, BB Ak,
xR FB RGOS T IE R A R S 2
FEWER B,

1E 4 % ¥8 J7 J7 1, Sipuleucel-TZ&FDA#E # 11
AN Tl R R E T R Y. B B A
J AE AR A 2l AL 5 5 Rl B 3 B IR DLOE A
I G % A L. 2 Rl R E R 2 AL R A A R R
4 1% B2 I (prostatic acid phosphatase, PAP)FIGM-
CSF(granulocyte-macrophage colony stimulating

factor) i 873 PAP ARSI, 7E95% M i 51 i Js 41

L R0 ; GM-CSF R AR 2E Ji 52 3 24H i Rl 24 o
I, PA2024 0] LA E 240, A8 HRE bl nl . R
Prar FI R A . RS NEE 1) E 40 i 2 S5 B BT
NBHE RN R IE TR, IEKCRPCHE# 1A A7 5%,
SR, 15 B0 HYRYT 2 BEAS T 27 ). B
— R, A EEY) T E 2 YR T Sipuleucel-T.
UTHEK, % T #HPD-1. CAR-TYTVLEfECRPCIATT
FSURA IR, 5 07 L AT 2T,
FERI, G 9% 20 L T V5 3 N iR P 3 R FE VR T TR
AT RE R TR R R R 2 — . A IR IR
55K BB 2 - e APD- 1T R B A FH , Ay B RE 6% [R) i
RNy PSR G dZ 7 LR 58 A Hh RS
a1 B35, B R YA T BT B R . AH B AL
Wt 5 MG PRI A B 33— 20 56 2 1 91 i VR 7 7
%o

4 lmpRiaTr EIaaI kA

JEH ZRRTT 25, 15 B R T AR AR T
I 2 Ak 25 2 MR TT AR 22 5 sk 1
i TR PR R SR AN SR S A, R SR B BT T I PR K
Bk T S i e ) B PR o 2 P8 T AR X T ) e
R e T I R A B R M 25
MR 3 AN S BRI T I B R 2

Bt 0o [ e J8 2R AR U BRA RS 5388 2 1) 24 W0 BT L
AN R B R I PR BN ) IICRPCIR YT 24
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Y. ENRE A ROEK BH A3~ H, 252
Wit 52 AN R G o 250 52 ] RE R R LA JLF#

(1) 20 M e 3R A e 0 3G 9. i 4 i T DA
08 b S e Y 2 A T ) 2 0K R S R SR Y i
WA BB b 2 P Al AR AR KA 3. B4R
TU3BHSD1E IEN367T s 4%, 1] DL BFE3 4 i i,
B 5R AR AR e MR, e T B T PR (R SRDS A2(f#
1k 52 i M DHT 1) % A0) I 2% 1k, $2 "ISRDSALH] &
15 (1 L ADA] Sa-androstanedione ) #% 14,), 4 it i
A B 28 T K AR R B AXE R, DT S e
W FOH g UGT2BISAIUGT2BI 7R 5l F% il
UGT2BI15. UGT2B17H117BHSD2%5 J& X fff: i & i
Befd . Jim Thae AR R, 727021 IR i kK 42K Je
HaE BT RERE, SURERR, SHHEREZ
FH0H . AEMR A, RUEERIE . TR SR
AR 2= 5E M IR 1A A, R mT R d i A AL 1 5
i) 7 51 BRI 0 17 R o FRATTRT I 1 A R IR, AR
filFSRDSA 1415 I 12 1 2= {2 1 245 W Bi] EU AR e B 22 1
AL RS a-AbIPY, Sa-Abin] DLEZBGAR, 2t
T 10 A R S

(QARY L RAE . A B o WA ARY
(ELFEZE R 3 LB, mRINAFIAR N 2 (5 48 ) (5 9
4111t e B R kb e AV FE RV ZR . Spratt%FHIE
B, ARFR I I R R L6 4 1A 39 i 2 T35 R I )
Rl —o 5B i 52 (1) 58 25 A 9 R B, e 240
REAR F8T6L R4S, ZARRAMRAMKIR AT LL4E &
BIRE I, (H 72 B S N W0E T T AR H] 7 iZAR
TR Y e i PER . FERRT PR RN 52 1 3 Ok
AR T87TA R RAF . 1% R KARBLAE
. $EEARSEARMISER A0, Ak, ARIE B
C-3ifi [ 5% 14 45 45 [X (ligand binding domain, LBD)#%
BT B . FREBOE AR ALK, WIAR-
V7, W& — AN i 52 1R i DL R el

Q) H Al AE Z o B M AEEAE . fEARME 508
PRI S5, 6 40 A RT DL A A Sl A A
PEBOE R4 FE A 5 A K. ARME 5 38 % FIPI3K (5
510 % FAHFS YT, TEAR(S 5@ B g 0 S, e 40
# {JPI3K(phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase)fs 5 il #
T 1k 3 58, PIBKIE — 25 ¥ iH AKT(serine/threonine
kinases). mTOR(mechanistic target of rapamycin).

Myc(V-Myc avian myelocytomatosis viral oncogene

homolog) 5% T ilF A5 5, MM 4E Jee 40 i 15 52 2 K12

FAk, 2SR I, 1R RS LN 52 1) 4 Bk
o, B 7 B ER 52 R GR (glucocorticoid receptor) 4%
IS E TR, 7] L BURARPI D RE, 15 KE AR
B R DAL AR R TR0 - I e A 3 Il £ 12 T 245 A9 1
HOREThEE. B2 EE £ GRIIFEC AR, 11B8-HSD2(11B-
hydroxysteroid dehydrogenase 2)fE % ¥ 57 i B
(cortisol)C11AL [ ¥4 B e 4k g i =, A8 B Bz o i, A
1M 32 R WOHEGRIAE 1T 40 fad Ik T 2 A il
(RIS, YERFAHM A SR FE I K B AR GRIE 5
.

Xt 2 sz LB BEAT BT, — J7 A A T 34K
B 2L i, WER T 2T R 20T ST
T AT RE 7 HBT AR AR B, B0 TR IS G S Fh 2
VG IT B NBERE . 540, 38 i e 8L 2% i 245 W id
BB T, WA N RFRE] T Rt s 7 M H AR
F8TOLRAZMR 254 1S538 2454 Hh B LA o A A
IS 245 it 32 1) 1] B, i ik 6 F 24t T ek 1)
UF BEIT ROR o W FEN TR IEAE AL BT LU A e A I 4%
M BRE, & nT LA [ s FH B e iR S
HMIARAE 5 4 B3 11, 5800 JiE b BH T AR i 2k (2] 1)
FIE R EUAF LT (I PRI TT RORD . [R] I, FRATTHT
SIRRIE ST R B, T A e 0% R 5T R ELARE e AE TR
PR B AR o R IX AN 25 RO TG, AT DA B
N PR B8 5 22 1) s MR AR B LU AR e, 9820 Sa-Abi
[Py AR

AMRAL IR ST 72 T A R VR T R T Y 5 — A
ZRAMER o 3K A 1) 73 PR gk AT R T IR AT B P —
A FAKE A YFR SV K8 B EC ARy e V6 7 T
ZJE i N FEA RRAR b v 3R 25 T R & %, R IR
RO Rk, REAEEZPIRIT 7 &, Bk B
AR IR RNIRTT TBOE AR . HATs = 1
R YR B0 R 5000 245 P 1 & N, BELAS T Iim R
AT EAEXERIRST . ARVT SNETEA I IE
2 il (circulating tumor cell, CTC)ZE 4 IA N 72 W 7L 1Y
AEWER B, W LATII £ e 1 AR o b S R
i S 2 e o0, ] TR R AR I B A — AR T
A=W s SRR AT R . AR B2
SO B BER G R 2R T T, VT RE A R I
PRI 272 S B SRS o A 16 g ke A1 2R i P8 Y ks i
DA 3o 25 PR ZEL 00 P 8 L o /N 2 R R 0 55 22 A
Jr AT, fEe Wi b e . BEE T 2 AR
Yiks B0 RIS AR IR B R H, ARG T
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R & S RDER

i IR 245 Wit 2 A AS PR AR IR T P SE R R A
— AN, S SR YT T B R SR DR R 2 T
MIANULAC . 25901 52 FIH L IE AR iR T A2 i
FLfitt; F T 0T 25 4038 PN AR ) 0000 Y 2 W b 254,
BVt mT LRI SRS I 6 R 250 522 R R . 3K
PN 7] LA 25 Pl A VT A BTG Ao H T AT A R
T8 FRRFIR L, ARSI P e AU, [ i 3R A g
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