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An In Vitro Cucumber Chloroplast Transformation Method

Wang Honggang, Bai Yanling®, Zhang Wenjuan, Liu Shenghai, Wang Yong, Xu Haijin,
Zhang Xiuming, Qiao Minggiang
(College of Life Sciences, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract Chloroplasts are semi-autonomous organelles in which photosynthesis takes place and
chloroplast transformation is an important technique for investigating regulation mechanism of gene expression in
the chloroplast. Transformation of chloroplasts by cells or tissues normally requires a long experimental period for
achieving homoplasmic lines. In this paper, a chloroplast transformation method is reported, by which chloroplasts
are isolated by differential centrifugation from green cotyledons of cucumber cultivated under sterile conditions,
washed and suspended in 0.33 mol/L sorbitol, and then transformed by electroporation at 13 kV/cm voltage. The
presence of exogenous gene and its expression in chloroplasts after transformation were confirmed by PCR, RT-
PCR and observation of GFP fluorescence by fluorescence microscopy. It is hopeful that this method can provide a
quick way for identification of efficient chloroplast expression vectors and other basic research.
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R AR TE R A 2540 . BN 3Rk 7 R
SRR R E S 20 A R 5 AR )T 128 S A
IR TN Fa s A % P A= i AR A A = 2 R
Wil e FEDR TR RA 7T - SR AR A S HE AL [r) AN
HEAT R B A Ros A7

SRRV A R NA T = A FERRH: (1)
15 S5 AR R 4T PR A 50~2007 Ak, AREAN I 4%
i f 248 DU R DR 20, AR DR A B 22 4 DUAR
HARIA; ()M 2R AR BAT IR A% 40 i 11) 22 5k PR 3 A s A
fif = JE I GTER AL, — PR3 A mT [R] B 2R3k 2 AN 56
B[R (3) % Bul B I i S A S R DA P 1 RE
75 AT I AL, M EEARDNAYE MEVE AE AN i R B i
TRV 2R, e R BIR b a2 B B DR T8
I, DA SR AR A% O R AT I SR A JiE R 3Rk
W5 KRR G R MAEYIAEK R E 15 55
B RS AN N R A 7 H 52 B A o T8 R R AR A AL
PSR e A RIAEAAR . A BN s 75 55 1 R
R, AR, DR, RS — e SEY DL H
YR G R Y SR DRI AR i R il 2 F I i Dt AT 1
SRR B AL A 1

HARM SEARIE R TR LA S T B e, (2
NI AR TR R M 1) S0 B A RN A4 4 2 7 g 5558 5
BB, w AR e . TSR EAA RXL
JERREZE R AN 2298 DURE 13, 380 1 18 2H 23N 40 oK 7
AT M SRR AR R A P2, BRIk 240 i 350 4 T SR A
e #5252 B AMEDNA, & 7 B E R A F e
2L It g Ak 5 K] 4 A W () B A 2R R IR 4 e A B
HE e, AT IR T A H 24 5 2k
TRDNA . S I A (14 i 525 DR -k 225 R 401 1) )i £ 1)
R PR, B HBHEIR 10 4 - 2 Ak B A ) 2
HORT T AR RO S IR R T T, A R
Wi SR AR FEALAIE T8 5 B BERR ) — A B R R 1,

DA A 7 2 AT 4 o 4 2 AL 4 A LA 1, g
X W A R AT 5 ) W S FIAST I, X IR FER K
M B K () 4 ZR AN A B 7K T e S A 2 B PR 3R (1)
FIRFERN 78 7772 KoulintchenkoZ5E S 44 48 1) 7
T KDNAFK TR GFPEE K ) A 8k 5 B ik %
LR AT R R IR R R IR, JE s AR 3 DR ORI
AR TEAA T, UE B TRk B B R s
LEE A E B IZ SNEDNA . SRR B 7R S 56 1)
SE IR, DLBS AR Ab J7 sOF e - R A Bk R R A
DIReAH B 7T R AT I HE AR

1 MRER*E
1.1 #%

“ELITA T UMl B REE T 4k Tl 2R
TERAMRATE . SR E TG 55 77 1 3 Rt
T
1.2 LA

M- % A 26 34 3 A pDK 53-pC3. pDK53-IL6-pC3
PN AR S5 2 M R R AR AT o
1.3 k5

M 25 A4 43 5 2% b i /2 B Buffer A Buffer B!
Buffer C4 % f). Buffer AT $525 mmol/LiT 15 B
1.25 mol/L NaCl#10.25 mol/L#i 3k Ifl #%; Buffer BfJ,
550 mmol/L Tris-Cl. 25 mmol/L EDTA(pHS8.0)fl
1.25 mol/L NaCl; Buffer CtJ 50.15 mol/L NaCLf
0.1 mol/L EDTA(pHS.0).

BRI SR 1% 77 FH2 mmol/L EDTA(pHS.0)-
1 mmol/L MnCl,. 1 mmol/L MgSO4. 10 mmol/L
NaCl. 50 mmol/L MESA10.3 mol/L 1L B EE2H i .

IH-EAARZ#R 0.1 mol/L Tris-HCL. 5 mmol/L EDTA .
0.1 mmol/L NaCl, 1% SDS(pH8.0)F110 mmol/L3 3%
I

5186 BT IR Nase-free DNase 1. PCRFIRT-
PCRAH &) H TaKaRa A H
14 KWHE
141 FINeTEARe B HROEEIR8~9 dIfTE
W B BCE T4 CCHEYGIT L, i EN8~10 g3 NGt
T, A E40 mLA M SR 4K 4 B 2% P i Buffer A
TEVKIE N THIES . AR5 2 6)Z A it I8 250 mLE
DEH fE4 °CF A2 600 r/mini 026 min. 25 mL
2344 7y B 22 P Buffer BEVFUIIE, FRE4 °C TR LL
2 600 r/min®5/(»8 min. 12 mLI 2443 B 2% v itk
Buffer CFRIRETFULHE, £4 °C R A3 000 r/minf O
8 min, YA ERAA
142 Bkt 4Rdssit  F0.33 mol/L1lZLEE %
T B SR YTIE IS, 754 °C R LL6 000 r/min &0y
8 min, B IXFEMPEER3~4R. &5, F0.33 mol/L
TS SN o 6 a3 N O AR R e e e R e
H- 23 A BV 25 B N (5~6) % 10%/mL, UK. HX150 pLit
SARIEIE1.S mLES QB R, ML pgh 4k ki
(M ZRARFRIBEAR), TR 2D 5 e N TV I HEL AR AL AR
P13 kV/emH K B 5, H T B) [A]5~6 ms WfE. H i
Ji I [ FL A AR AR HR N I SRR B W, R RIS
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Ja R F 1.5 mLE LA, 7£150 r/minfli25 °C& A4
NI B 20 min, 2 J5 Al #54 CCREEITTR .
143 Bt K80 EPCRART-PCREZ. 1F
4 °C'F L6 000 r/min % £>8 min, W4 28 oL LAk F i
B ISR F1 mL-SR R0 & W E B gk, SR
JE B, EE2K. B84 LI A I E B ARk,
A6 uL RNase-free DNase 1#110 pL Buffer, 25 °CJH
162 he I N4 pL¥K FE 40.5 mol/LIFEDTA, £ &Kk
J& 7520 mmol/L, A% 1F-DNase I V.. 1E4 °CZ/4F,
6 000 r/min%5(»8 min, W& £k4K, F0.33 mol/LLL
BRI SR AR UTHE2~3 IR, B 43 s A b gt 47
PCR, I i S A4 71 2 75 5% B e A kL. ) i 244
DUVE FIMA400 pLELRR, 65 °C7K#320 min.

P2 HU - 2 ARDNART [ - 244 2R 3 o
200 pLiK & 5 mol/LIKAc(pH7.0), ¥Ki%525~30 min.
4 °CF BA12 000 r/minf 0320 min, B _E3E A
200 pL Tris-fy A1200 pL& 15/ 5 % B, &% 5 LA
12 000 r/min® >10 min, H_EiE; A 1/10f54KF7
)3 mol/L NaAcHI2.5f& & R JL /K £ BE, —20 °CUKAH
R PTERER . Y H L2 000 r/minES 0215 min, 3
FiE. H70% BB U2, 37 *Cil FE M T J5 A
ddH,O % il SARDNAYTHE »  AFREL I 2RADNA
IR, WA - 2 4 22 18 #A& pDK 53-pC3 _F B A1
SN GFPF 5% 11w FPCREE W54, LiFs|:
5'-TGG AGT TGT CCC AAT TCT TG-3"; FiiF5I4:
5'-TGT GTA ATC CCA GCA GCT G-3'. M1k %
N: ddH,O 13 pL, 10xrTaq buffer 2 uL, | FiE5|4)
(20 pmol/L) % 1 pL, dNTP(20 mmol/L)1.6 pL, rTaq
DNA R AHBH(S U/uL)0.2 pL, B (1~20 ng)l uL. &
R FH20 pL. PCRNFESF H: 94 °CHIAZYES min,
94 °CAF150 s, 58 °CiB k50 s, 72 °CZEfH50 s, 304
fEFR; 72 °CHEAH10 min, 4 °CLRAF .

PEEUTSRAARRN AR [A] 2R ZHA W - In N 40 pL
WJE N2 mol/LIIKCL, 415 B T K _110~20 min.
4 °C'F BA12 000 r/min 0210 min, B b3 T35 & O
B, IO SRRy A R (25:24:1) 1R 2,
VK30 min; 4 °C N LL12 000 r/min&-0»10 min, HX k-
BT HEOESD, MR/ 7K 24:1), UK
#¥30 min; 4 °C K12 000 r/min 0> 10 min, B{_E 75 T35
ELE T, I3 FAFIAFE A8 mol/LIILICL, 4 °C
. H, 64 °CF LL12 000 r/minE 0210 min, 3
3, IR TS ming 720K B2 5040 pL

DEPC-ddH,O- 4 pL &% 43 mol/LJNaAC(pH6.0)
110 pLJo7K L BE, 1821520 °Cit & . ) H, T E
4 °C'FEA12 000 r/minE5 0010 min, 7 B3, EE T
T 415 min. FHDEPC-ddH,O¥% f#RNAVT VE. HY
71 uL RNAJE, 73 5A0.5 uL RNase-free DNase
I. 8 uL DNase I Bufferf10.5 uL RNased!ll il 7, 7
37 °C/K ¥ iR H40 min. Z J5 4> % 0 A 120 pL
ddH,O. 100 pL& A/ 5 R EEFI100 L 7K o A1, R
A5, 4 °CF12 000 r/mini 0210 min. &0 )5
R L EEWEE R S A EOE Y, T
/10T 23 mol/LIINaAcHI2. 5A5 AR JE 7K
OB, IRA G, 1620 °C NE B4 he 754 °CE&AF
12 000 r/min & €215 min, 3+ _E3&, A1 mL 70% 2.
RS PEUUUE, SR JE TE4 °C R BA12 000 r/min 50210 min.
7 EiE, TR 20 uL ddH,0 . DAFTHRELK)
4R AARNA N 31T RT-PCR, FITFH 5142 i H -
&3 4k 2% 3k B ARpDK53-IL6-pC3 L A1 Y5 %5 [KIL6 Y 51
Wi, RS 5 B NS-ATG AAC TCC TTC
TCC ACA AG-3'#15"-CTA CAT TTG CCG AAG AGC
C-3'c cDNAZE —fif 1) & B 4% B8 i TaKaRa A ]
PrimeScript TM 1I 1st Strand cDNA Synthesis Kitir7l]
SV BRI ERAT . 5 SPCRE A R AT TH A
A, HAT30MER . N T K24 DNase INH 1L JERNA
R AR T AL EARDNA, Ll E IR FE AL A Ak
RNA AR, FH Taqlig[m] iy 347 PCRAE A i) B .

2 H#HR
2.1 BARMREBIEHERS

FE ARSI VR 53 ) v R SR AR AT F AL
25 cCHIRTREOLIE, M E4 °Cit G/ RIE
MEHEA. GRINETR, 5E1ARHTAELEL,
ik BT R B AR AL W E VR TS EE M
. ZE A (B1B), H A5 FE AR LT

18 I PCRAS W - 2 A 3k B4R 5 N 45 3 dn
KI2fT 7, DLFE AL 2H I ZRAADNA Y B AR 37 4 H 5 Tl
660 bp FE — B 1 4N & RIGFPIT 41, UL & it
RNase-free[f]DNase I7H 14 i 5% JIC S A4 IS4 U1 e
IENEACHEAT AT, HLAE RO U R
W, VLB I SRR AR AR N B AR DNA O3 A% FR i A1)
R A, ARG B H T4 BAAS IIPCREEAR 1)
XX IR PCRAG I 45 SUE B, 48 s 4k O AR
2R AR R IE AR Z B B AR ik
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2.2 HEBEAMFAPINEERNFIEILEE

TR A TT AR U ZEARNA, I3 B 78 H 4k
ZL T S5 FIRNase-free ) DNase ITH 44 A 5% N F 5% B4
HALIRAR RN SRR DNA, LA AL ik 1 1) 4h i3
Rl 1) 51 #0347 RT-PCR.

PLEEAL # AR pDK 53-pC3_E 4R GFPEE R Bt
51 W3 4T RT-PCRII 43 BT o LA#E 40 %k A& pDK53-pC3
AR 38 (1 A BH XS B, DA SRR RN A B AR 3E
1T SEE8 ZHRT-PCR, 45 3R1G 1 55 BH X AR [F] <
JE (660 bp)HIA 34 =4, LLSIZIG2H 6] B 1) e 4 AR Y
FIENBR FRT-PCR, 45 K& A 8=, RKW
ERARAN AR FE N EARDNATH AR (F3)

L 3 1k % 4R pDK53-IL6-pC3_L 41 Y5 % (K IL6 ¥
TH S0 TRT-PCR I 4 72 45 R W4, LLpDKS53-

IL6-pC3 AR 38 (1) g BH P X B, DAFE A0 I 244
RNA N BE AT FURT-PCRIK 1S T 5 B 1 x6f F 2H A
[ ) TR 2 639 bp 4T 34 7= 4, LLFE 4k i) i 4
ARNANBAR HEAT IPCR, g8 B84 91874,
BH I 23 44 Y DNA 4 1% B8 i 7 A A0, A XRT-
PCRI& Fe B BH 14 52 o A SI2 56 DA SR e 4 2H - 4 4
RNA M #5447 [JRT-PCRAE A i 4} . RT-PCR
(1) %5 78 245 FUE B, % N B R St Rk (1) 3 /48 pDK 53~
IL6-pC3 AN IE R IL61E 5% /K P37 1 Rk .

B 22 S AL AN 5 5 0 8 TC RS i SR A4 0 47 0
F, FESE BB T AT WLER, 45 R S 6 F
TN PRSI ARG e AN 1) S AR TR SR AR AR Sl A i
FEWOR T R R 6 e Ny GFPEE R [ i 4
A 18 ARk pDK 53-pC3 [ 2 JIN I S A4 S UG 24, 7 AR

Bl BFEIHFEBRELEIA)EBRIFS
Fig.1 Morphology of isolated cucumber chloroplasts before (A) and after (B) electroporation

bp M

2000

1 000
750

500

250

M: DNAZ>FFriEDL2000; 1: DL AL I SERDNA AR 16 4N GFPRER (660 bp); 2: LLEE AL SRARITIE Il NRARR Y 18 SMRGFPEEA; 3:

ANTITAEAR 425 0

M: DL2000 DNA Marker; 1: amplification GFP (660 bp) with transformed chloroplast DNA as template; 2: amplification GFP with supernatant of

chloroplast precipitation as template; 3: amplification without template.

2 JINEAMZE%LpDKS3-pCIHIPCREE
Fig.2 Identification of isolated chloroplast transformated with pDKS53-pC3 by PCR
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bp
2000

1 000

750
500

M: DNAZ» T & ARHEDL2000; 1: BENT I (3 B pDK 53-pC3 AL 34 _E 660 bpHIGFPIER]); 2: LFAL T EHARNA N B RT-PCRZE 55 30 DLk
WAL 2R A YTIE L35 AR IRT-PCREG R

M: DL2000 DNA Marker; 1: positive control (amplification 660 bp GFP gene with the transformed vector pPDK53-pC3 as template); 2: the result of RT-
PCR with transformed chloroplast RNA as template; 3: the result of RT-PCR with supernatant of chloroplast precipitation as template.

B3 BRI RIS pDKS3-pCIHIRT-PCREE
Fig.3 Identification of isolated chloroplasts transformated with pDK53-pC3 by RT-PCR

M 1 2 3 4
bp

2000

1 000

750
500

M: DNAZ> ¥ & AR#EDL2000; 1: BHPEXS HE(LApDKS3-1L6-pC3 ik M MR 419639 bpHIIL65E[A]); 2: LADNase IAbHEf5 B Ak SRR RN A 1
HRRT-PCREE ;s 3: LADNase IX0HLIE (5546 H-GEARNA R PCRE HE; 4: B %] HE(LA R AL 20 -G A RNA AR RT-PCREE Y ).
M: DL2000 DNA Marker; 1: positive control (amplification 639 bp /L6 gene with the transformed vector pDK53-IL6-pC3 as template); 2: the result of
RT-PCR with transformed chloroplast RNA as a template after DNase I treatment; 3: the result of RT-PCR with supernatant of chloroplast precipitation
as a template after DNase I treatment; 4: negative control (RT-PCR with non transformed chloroplast RNA as a template).
El4 BiRERMFKEE 4 pDKS3-IL6-pC3HIRT-PCRE E
Fig.4 Identification of isolated chloroplasts transformated with pDKS3-IL6-pC3 by RT-PCR

10 pm

A SR B IEBIUROE; C: AL
A: green light excitation; B: blue light excitation; C: merge of A and B.

Es5 REMHENSHEHFRELERRIUE

Fig.5 Observation of fluorescent protein in non transformed isolated cucumber chloroplasts



B N N G e N R RS

1371

A

A SRR B B OG; C: AR
A: green light excitation; B: blue light excitation; C: merge of A and B.

Eo # A% GFPEERIpDKS3-pCIFRAR BRI FARAEH R

Fig.6 Observation of fluorescent protein in isolated cucumber chloroplasts transformated with pDK53-pC3 containing GFP gene

Al A 20 ARG IO T Bkl . 25 2R o, SRl
FEROE T ax AT Fril 52, R W] — LE B ikt 24k
iSOG AL B ik E 1Y) GFP RS DR 7 8 2 /K 7 1 g
1y ik,

3 g

B PR I SR A R R AR 5 AR S B 1 A
BRI, AT 7K IR 72 8~9 dIfy TC 1 w5 N T
B4 CCHEYCIER, H 1 FEIT SRA4 P I3 B b,
P8/ H T A AR A A4 ) S S K kL ) 5 L s T
WA . HFEART v N T 3l P A A
VA B A )i R R, v B LI ) AR P
ARt VI IE AR, R R AN I B EL
e FL A () 28R, A X AR T R 2 K] A A I A 4 ™
il KB R AE TS AE 35 T AR I A e
63 FH0.33 mol/L il Y B e % 22 78 43, X FE A e AR
WEE13 kV/emis e B N AN KR AR LG, FRh I TR A
RE 2 1 76 BE AL UR EL e PR AR K 5~6 msiE [, 1M HL4&
125 CCHT I B B N4 °Cid % 5 B B A i 4 4k
(1 RIS ST SR IR R LT

AL o B A B S A T S 4 3 AT PCRATRT-PCR
(1) 4 5 4 SRAIE I, B R T AR AN BEF B DN A
SN RN B A S, T H.GFPRIILGIX2Fh A [F]
(1) A R 5 S AP B RE AT 3Rk o H2 G A
BRI, RIS O R A E A B, 1
DX Fh g B 0] B8 5 A0 YR 3 DR 78 B0 1R K 1 3Rl
Ko KT MSARIIE RGN I FE TR, RIET
W I A 5 R AT R AR A, A7 7E3FP AR SR A4 A%
PEAAER 11, Bock %51 VI ok M- SR A4 4 1 A 2 DA e ok
AR FOMH L -2 R B ALE, S1SFIL33 AR S
BT AR H IR T A6 UL, (HIX BT

J82 A 3 T TR AR AR R o Larray 55U D 4% 2 5t
ARt 5 R AR BIF A R IR S, Y Ak B KR 2 4
rmEARARKREE. X TR, kR
RIBAER KT 32 BN SR AR, AR SCRATI
e BRI SRR AL R e, 5 A GINA SK-T AL A
[Al, P2 A 52 A FS R i B L, I 4IRSk PR AE iR
AR KB EN T RE S A 0. IR v, A
Y S AR B A A T RE SO BIE T3 85 45 I 2 (A B [A]
FER AT RIEHLE B A R
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