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SF-1 Induces the Proliferation of Mouse Endometrial Stromal Cells
In Vitro and Its Mechanism

Mou Chunfeng, Liu Xueqing, He Junlin, Chen Xuemei, Gao Rufei, Wang Yingxiong, Ding Yubin*

(Laboratory of the Reproductive Biology, School of Public Health and Management,
Chongqing Medical University, Chongqing 400016, China)

Abstract Mouse endometrial stromal cell (mESC) was isolated and identified in this study. Forced
expression of steroidogenic factor-1 (SF-1) in mESC induced proliferation increase and upregulation of protein
expression in proliferation marker genes PH3 (phospho-histone 3) and PCNA (proliferating cell nuclear antigen)
and acitivation of PI3K-AKT-mTOR signaling pathway. The PI3K signaling pathway inhibitor L'Y294002 and
mTOR signal pathway inhibitor Rapamycin decreased the expression of pAKT S473, pmTOR S2448, pp70S6K
T389, pS6 S235/236 and p4E-BP1 T37/46, which were induced by forced expression of SF-1 in primary cultured
mESC. Our study provided preliminary evidences that SF-1 expression might associated with mESC cell
proliferation.

Keywords  SF-1; endometrial stromal cells; PI3K-AKT-mTOR signaling pathway; cell proliferation
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IR R S R SO DA R AN B TR R A
P TIAHOR  JHE 5T 20 P PR 1E 5 S BN T B D PR A PR
FEEYRE R E

5 [ B A R BBl - 1(steroidogenic factor-1, SF-
1), W #Ad4BP(adrenal-4-binding protein) %
NRS5Al(nuclear receptor subfamily 5, group A,
member 1), J& T3 A48 K HRA 5L, 9—F 90 LI
Ak SF-1LEN -3 ('S Bl VAT 22 44)
(R B B T 3% 1 A e A v R 45 DG B
YER™S, A B FL 48, SF-10] DU i3k i e [ J53 240
Ji L S AL TR) Jo 2 R 2 A Lk I R 5T 4 i
3 5, AT DL — AR Y At 5 SR 2R AU
Y M VA B 52 AR GPR3OF) 61 1 vy, UG SF- 110
1K, TR 12E 5 P JEE 4 it 1 38 B0 4 O 3 1
B A IR BT i 1 4 B 2 15 32 BISF- 1 I 4% DL &
IR S E g H AT ATE . B R B LEE-3-3
M (phosphatidylinositol-3-kinase, PI3K)-£& [ J# /i
B(protein kinase B, PKB, X F#KAKT)-Mf FL3) ¥ & A
%5 2 4855 M (mammalian target of rapamycin, mTOR)
(PIBK-AKT-mTOR)5 5 8 &%, |2 {776 T 41 g v,
Z 543G 5. T, E B S — R4
SME T, AR R EECY. BECEGRRE
i, PI3K-AKT-mTOR I H % 4H A 184 5 A5 4 522 1 1
AEH, B B R T-SF-152 15 AT DL i 12 18 2% 4 1
B P M Jo A L R MG BEE AN TR A . DR, AN SO
70 7 L SF-119 3814 5PI3K-AKT-mTORfE 5 Ji %
PRI N 25 o T L Y6 B R A S

1 HRE7E

1.1 &

111 =3sh4 305 M Fne 1 {d A Rk
RIS RN, 0 T R ERRER 2 2 )
O[S 50 2 P A 7= 1F AT 5 SCXK(JT)2007-0002
SCXK(j1)2007-0001].

1.12 &K% RIEpCMV6-SF-13R1E ik H
Origene’/A ], Lipofectamine™ 2000/ H Invitrogen
A ], D-HanksIW H B 8 A9 TRA R A
"l FkE A ERoche A 7. R A, KR
11, DMEM-F-128% 7% 5. 7k W PG 2 13 e B
SigmaA#]. HHR-#F R SDS-PAGEHE i I
FEEMGSOE FilgE A REDMBERER A
SF-1—4u0l H i = JE A FE ARG R AR . AKT—

Ul H Millipore A F] . WIEEH—Pi. B-actin—Pi.
pAKT(S473)—$i. mTOR—#i. pmTOR(Ser2448)
—4$i+ p70S6K—#i. pp70S6K(Thr389)—#i. S6
—9Pi. pS6(Ser235/236)—Pi. 4E-BP1—$i. p4E-
BP1(Thr37/46)—Hi. % —Hi. B = Hi. LY294002
K 75 10 % % (rapamycin, RAPA)J4 H Cell Signaling
Technology A #] . EdU(5-ethinyl-2'-deoxyuridine)is 7]
AT NGB AR AR RS B 7
HWHOmega /A ] o

1.2 75

121 PRTFTERARAF @I 5B N T
oy AL i 4 g (mouse endometrial stromal cell,
mESC)] 43 5 1% 7% 2 W8 Tan S5 5 0 R AF e 50 .
Bz 54 d/N RITHUALAE, B Y 2 7 B0 R A 5Y
1, N T 116 LA A1 I D-Hanksii $e23 . FH &
JE K T8 B J)BYEF 5, ZHEUK /N N3~4 mm?; I
(L gt 1 Wl b % 28 3 g S D-Hanksfic %),
1E4 °CHI37 °CHAF T 43 mliHE A2 hHI30 min. EWR
FIHACE B H R BB R A 224K, 4 HAE 2015 mLEg
L, NG £D-HanksiE ¥, 1 000 t/min 2505 min,
7¢ FiE . INBEIL(H R R BEITA D-Hanks L %), B
37 °CEFFRFEH 30 min, £F10 minWFT 1R, BUH B
OV, FHT70 pum PRI gs it A A . KRS 2515 mL
S0, INAD-Hanksi&¥E, 1 500 r/minf50»5 min,
2 biE. AR FREWATIRS), EEUTE. &AL
ALS mLE5 53 R IR MLBN3T °CHs 7% 46 Hh 85
Fr1 ho RTFAH ARG EE 5 $3 .

122 @miekzRAET K Tmie  BFRI/DR
JEAR T P L 5 40 P FH K I ] 52 15 min, FFUK
FE, PBSYE3VK, BEYX10 min, 5% BSAEH A1 hjF
BRI E AP, 4 °CE . HIE UIFITCHRIC K
THUEEFEE 1 h, HIPBSHE3IX, FEX10 min, DAPI
Pett5~10 minj&, OG0 e A .

123 JrAndRER RIS BRI 28 TR OK
fift, BUBURLIRAR, JH37 °CHAR I, Pk v b, #5
12 ho & HOT R $ B X 71 $5(Omega A &) )i BH 133k
7. K4 000 r/min 0210 minf5, F_EiE, 0k
AT B &, A A HEPE E N EIERS,
WANIIFFIHRE AT, 1 900 r/minS 0210 min, W EL i
FEUTVE, IMTHBZEP, 1 000 r/mingS-0r1 minFF )R,
JIDNAJE ¥ 22 43, 1 000 r/min 0> 1 min, 77,
TN R & B2 min, 1 300 t/min 01 min)g, fRAF
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124 Rt R EZHHA a3 BN R T
PN RS 5 4 BT 5 20%0k T B G A I 3 1
DMEM-F-123% 77 % v K 9824 h, # 5 % ik 2
50%~T70% I JFEAT kLG Y. R FT3 heh 40 M4 i G
KB I3/ i85 77 ¢, F) H Lipofectamine™ 2000%%
HepCMV6-SF-11] K i& J5ii ¥ MpCMV6-vector s %,
UKL, JSUREFE G4 J54~6 hifle iR 6 1) 50 A 0 R 2, fr
HAKT2 hWE R, 259 b3 4078 HiAE K48 h
I} N 24 4b P24 hJE SR 40 . PI3KAE 5 38 K 3101
FILY 29400211 ¥ 15 450 pmol/L, mTORA 5 3 # 411
il 7|Rapamycin(RAPA) 7] ¥ £ 24100 nmol/L. 3K 4
I3 NAH: AR H (pCMV6-vector). i K IASF-14H
(pPCMV6-SF-1). i3 IASF-1 48 hJ5 IILY2940024b ¥
24 h4(pCMV6-SF-1+1Y294002). i % jASF-1 48 h
J& INIRAPAALFE24 h4H (pCMV6-SF-1+RAPA).

1.2.5 Western blotix#2MAR X & & fi/K-F Western
blotiE M4 SF-1. AKT. pAKT S473.
p70S6k. pp70S6K T389. mTOR. pmTOR S2448.
S6. pS6 S235/2365% H F i /K-F-o KRl fE24 7L
) 21 P (2x10%/9L) 200 pL i1 b R 22 b ik 22 fidt It
TRE], K& 10 min, A8 420 L, SDS-PAGE#E
Jiz B gk, 1H 80 VL K2 ho ¥4 5 [ i HL #% £ PVDF
JEE, 5% e AR W E iR A P he SRJE I E —
$TUSF-1. PCNA(proliferating cell nuclear antigen).
PH3(phospho-histone 3). AKT. pAKT S473.
mTOR. pmTOR S2448. p70S6k. pp70S6K T389.
S6. pS6 S235/236. 4E-BP1. p4E-BP1 T37/46. B-actin,
4 °CH H L %, PBSTHEI3IK, AIKS min. i 55%
Jit i 25 W5 805 % BSARGRER) —Hi = iR & 1 h, PBST
VeBR3IR, BERS min, 5 K IGECLIE R 52 M S5 71T
1.2.6 & FPCR(RT-gPCR)#&MmRNAK-F %
RNAiso Plusiz ! i3 W (TaKaRa 2> 7] ) ¥ fif 41 i - 42 5
FHAMPSRNA . 4IZRNAIso Plusi& i, S04
. BRI, 75%L GRS ARNAJE, &
H&PrimeScript™ RT Master Mixia 77l & i)i B (TaKaRa
AN FN)BHAT I Bk . PCRIN. 51 W35 i il AE T4
M ITREEARERAF A, SF-1_E3519°8: 5'-TCC
TGA ACA ACC ACA GCC TC-3', Fiif 5l ¥ A: 5'-
CTC CAC CAG GCA CAA TAG CA-3'c LhActindk
WS Actin 1 519 H: 5'-ATA TCG CTG
CGC TGG TCG TC-3', F iif 51 #1 N: 5-AGG ATG

GCG TGA GGG AGA GC-3'. Jx b4k 2 415 pL:
SYBR 7.5 pL. 1E 5% %0.6 uL. DEPC#L# /K
5.1 uLcDNA 1.2 puL. JR N 451 A: 95 °CHlAE 1430 s;
95 °CAZMES s, 61 °CHEMH30 s, FLA0MEIF, FFEA
WAL3NE AL, Uhp-actinff N2, K2 H 7
o H R 1 R IA AT EARE AT .
1.2.7  5-THR-2"-BLE SR T 4L 32 2w i 5 #oim) 4m fie 3
A FE96FLAR AL AT AR H IS0 pmol/L 5- 2B
B2l SR T (EAU) S 7R 1507 5 5~6 h, F45772E, PBS
Ve1~20%, BFIXS min. FEFLIIAS0 pL 4% 2 5 H [
E R IR A 30 min, FELINIA2 mg/mLH 28 H A1

EHEE, B ES min. H0.5% Triton X-10075 3% 5
Z IR F 10 min, PBSPE1IX, IS min. JIIA Apollo
et ] N, 386 %R % H 30 min.  JIA100 pLiZiE
FNEYE2~31K, BFR10 min. 377232 77 J5 Il AHoechst
33342 M, G, =R AR % &30 min, 4
Bk PBSTEVE1~3IK, 315 THs: g .
1.2.8 AR B 40 BRI
25 Br 3, R AT 62 min. 855 3% JE o R R
FABEG, B4 ER1.5 mLAYEPE, 1 000 r/min
205 min, — 145 % — 1 A 40 L TTE HOIN700 pl
75% TV LEEIR 2], 4 °ClE IR, IS0 mg/mLfgt
AL IE (Sigma s 7)) F10.5 mg/mL IR MR R, 37 °C
§% 5 30 min, it 40 AEI T DNAKLI, Modifitfi 4
3 AT 5 B A 40 L 1 B A3
1.2.9 AKX MRAAEN @ILE A FH e 2 1 g 9
TOSCER () 5 A M . 55 R B rh ARl 5, 4 2 i i
££3)1.5 mLIYEPE 1 2.0, 1 000 t/min i 0»5 min, 5
Rr Rk, 3% R (R 40 BT i N T mL PBS, fiftft
PN E PBSSE i i Y UK 5% B 10 min. U4 A
T 58 20 IAFI5 2R, Diva®i A 70 A 4 3% 1%
1.3 Zitoth

FEAS S0 20 %5 /b AR 3R, K FISPSS 20.0%K 1

HGraphPad Prism 5.0% {1 AT Gi ik 73t HdE %
FH 50 BA5 14 22 (eks) R s, £ 2H 22 A B B8 72 e
AT DA SR FH T it 37 B A 46 56y B B[R 3R 07 2 A0 W
P<0.05% /<2 7 2 A Gt o

2 HFR

21 MRFERNBEERAENESRABELE
443 B 1 /N BT N R 4 D B 3748 hJS,

TE 18 B OB R 4 SR F O X5 40 I T A (R
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(A) (B)

200 pm

AN E RIS B I BRI AT RS (D), B: 47,6- JIK3E-2- R IE N5 W (DAP) o 2 5G4 E 70 1 1A/ BT 5 A JBERE Jot
s

(D)

Vimentin

50 um

Mtz; C: BB E A

g
(Vimentin) S BE%E 't 552 70 B /N BT B P BEIE BT D: 4',6- — BRIE-2- R FE 05| W (DAPT) M 2 [ (Vimentin) B 5 J5 48 52 /N Bl 78 A2

JFANHE

A: morphology of stromal cells isolated from mouse endometrium (white light); B: identification of mouse endometrial stromal cell nucleus by

immunofluorescence with 4',6-diamidino-2-phenylindole; C: identification of mouse endometrial stromal cells by immunofluorescence with Vimentin; D:

4',6-diamidino-2-phenylindole and Vimentin integrated identification of mouse endometrial stromal cells.
Bl NRFEABRERABROSREELE

Fig.1 The morphology and purity identification of mouse endometrial stromal cells
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_ 15000, * Z s
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5 & 1000 SF-1 |  — — 5 4
53 °
< .2 ]

é 2 50001 Actin L ———] “ % 2
g = =

23 pCMV6-SF-1 + g |

;:'3 0° pCMV6-vector - ; 0
. N =

& 8 s
O O
§ Q ]

A: PG E EPCRAMISF-1 mRNAZKF; B: Western blotfill SF- 15 [ 57K C: 8 A UK FEAR ST 04T *P<0.05, **#*P<0.001, 5525 # AR 41 LL L.
A: determination of SF-/ mRNA level by q-PCR; B: determination of SF-1 protein levels by Western blot; C: relative protein level of SF-1 detected by

densitometry. *P<0.05, ***P<0.001 vs pPCMV6-vector group.

E2 FERRERMEMERESF-IERENIEIE

Fig.2 Validation of SF-1 gene over-expression in endometrial stromal cells

1A). FI % FE 2K 1 (Vimentin) 52 5% 63047 40 FE 1)
e (BIIB~EI1D). 4R TR, 7 B/ T 5 AR
4 Al B k1 95%
2.2 FERNEERMMETRIASF-IERFNEIE
28/ T8 N R T A (R R IASF-1., [ 42
HISF- 11 3R 1K 38 0 vT 58 5 J25 i 40 P %) 388 B AH O, 4
K FH SF-13% 325 Ji or 5 B % % /I R 7 5 P OB 228 I 4
M. ¥ 472 hig, = 8K 2H(pCMV6-vector) FISF-1
it 2275 9256 4 (pCMV 6-SF-1) 2 it 28 37 =X 40 i A A6
DA B A7 08 S AR 2 B R Rem . %% 8 EPCREE H
BoR, 52 AR 4 (pCMV6-vector)# Eb, SF-13id %
15 5256 2H (pCMV 6-SF-1) 41 Al 7P SF- 13 3k /K ~F- 34 i

2510 0001%, % 5 A 48 ik % = L (P<0.05, E2A).
Western bloth& il 25 B . 7x, 5 FAKHA L, 256
Y SF-1141 28 A 5 /K T 3 14,3565 (P<0.05, E2BAI
K2C). Ll bg5 3R &R, pCMV6-SF-13 1A Jii A 1)
B L B A% A ACH G 0 /N BR T PN R T 41 RS F- 1
BEIRI 2RI . SLI0 A D 3R A5 Bk I i R GA SF-1/) [
T I T AN
2.3 IRIASF-IEFEF R F 5 R BRE 20
SRR

SIS A ARSI TR Be72 hG i RIAH 5
0 A7 ZH 411 11 84 5 A G b 7 5 DRI [ 5 40 P A 7 DR
(proliferating cell nuclear antigen, PCNA) i R 14 2H.
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(A) B) |s-
2
2 E3 PCNA
——
k) =
PH3 - L — 2 ]
2 —
5 —
— . = 5 ——]
Actin | W S 2 -
B —
o —
pCMV6-SF-1 - + & (- ==
$ N & N
pCMV6-vector - - 4@&0 bé‘ 4(9\ b§
RS N
> > > QC@
] Q

A: Western blotf Jll PCNAFIPH3 & (517K F; B: & F B AARRX 2347 . #P<0.05, 528 AR 4L LE#5 .
A: determination of PCNA and PH3 protein levels by Western blot; B: relative protein levels of PCNA and PH3 detected by densitometry. *P<0.05 vs
pCMVe6-vector group.

B3 HRIASF-IEE X NRF SRR E SRR ETE R SR IE R R0

Fig.3 The effect of over-expressed SF-1 on the expression of the proliferation markers in mouse endometrial stromal cells
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Cell number of proliferation

(=]
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pCMV6-vector ~ pCMV6-SF-1

© (D)
pCMV6-vector pCMV6-SF-1 1004
4001 _§ g3 pCMV6-vector
5 400/ g g 8- pCMV6-SF-1
< 300 2 ool =3
§ i € 3001 g .2 601
= i g i c.a i
= 2001 = 2001 o = 401
o SIS g 8
1001 100 £ 2 201
OA i 0 ] & 0 e W
0 20 40 60 80 100 0 20 40 60 80 100 G G g

Channels (*610/20[488]-PI) Channels (*610/20[488]-PI)

A EdURTINJS S 20 i (0 39 i e ). W€ 4BMAZ; 206 SRR 4. B: EQUSS RIS bT. C: i xUa AR KT 40 M A 9. D: 4t i3
MG HT. *P<0.05, #**P<0.001, 52 # {44 LS
A: determination of the proliferation of stromal cells by EdU. Blue: nucleus; red: the number of proliferating cells. B: statistical analysis of EAU. C: cell
cycle detected by flow cytometry. D: statistical analysis of cell cycle. ¥*P<0.05, ***P<0.001 vs pCMV6-vector group.
El4 @RIESF-IEEX )R F B R RE R AEIEER 20
Fig.4 The effect of over-expressed SF-I on the proliferation of mouse endometrial stromal cells

# HH3(phospho-histone 3, PH3)]f#] % i5. Western PATRHS- 2B FE-2"- i SR HF (BAU) IR B A
blot4h &R, 5 2 #R 4 A bk, S50 2H 40 e 1Y D2 o 38 58 . EAUAE — Fh i i s 0 i 1 2004, R
PCNAMIPH3 [ & H J5i 7K ~F 43 50l TF 156,345 #1955, % 7 200 it 366 B I U A i R % E (T) 45 N IR AE K A
Z e A g5 B3 2 7(P<0.05, [#3). [IDNA%Y T-H, 3 T EdU 5 Apollo™% 5t YLkl 1 5 5
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(A)
PAKT S473
AKT B3 pCMV6-vector
pmTOR S2448 ER pCMV6-SF-1
mTOR E3 pCMV6-SF-1+LY294002
pp70S6K T389 [0 pCMV6-SF-1+RAPA
p70S6K |
pS6 S235/236
S6

p4E-BP1 T37/46

4E-BP1

Actin
pCMV6-SF-1
pCMV6-vector
LY294002
RAPA

A: Western bloth& llpAKT S473. pmTOR S2448. pp70S6K T389. pS6 S235/236. p4E-BP1 T37/461)25 iU R 1L /K1 B: & [ 2K FEAHXS 2047

*P<0.05, 52 AR LI .

A: determination of pAKT S473, pmTOR S2448, pp70S6K T389, pS6 S235/236, p4E-BP1 T37/46 protein levels by Western blot; B: relative protein
levels of PI3K-AKT-mTOR signal detected by densitometry. *P<0.05 vs pCMV 6-vector group.
E5 SF-IEFEXPIBK-AKT-mTOR/E 5B B X EARFKEHIFN
Fig.5 SF-1 gene influenced the expression of proteins related to PI3K-AKT-mTOR signaling pathway

s S R A U 24 B DN A B 13E 1 WF 7 45 R B,
AR AR L, SF- 11 208 44 40 i 1 3% G A = 8 1%
(El4AFIE4B) . it 220 M ARSI b 9 2 4 e 1 )
W, UESESF-10t FIA L3k T G AS HA 14l i 254331
W T 2,365 F12.445(P<0.05, FH4CHIK4D). %45 5
PEIR, SF-11d R IA Re % B 35 38 N/ B P L ol
11 () 3 5
2.4 SF-13PI3K-AKT-mTOR/{E S @& h+HXE
B RIK RS20

Nk — o HrSF-11d R I T /D R 5 W iR
B 5T 2 AR B BE R 4 T HL AR, S5 i) R R PISKA
il FILY 294002 FImTORAE 5 18 i 411 il IR APA &L 2
NGRS R =i I R s Wt ol N o U B o
PE, 45 B R B, 50 umol/LAYILY294002F1100 nmol/L
[FIRAPA A 21 41 ffa xof L35 P JC 12 3% 52 . Western
bloths I 45 B (P5) 8 78, SF-11d KIEREW &% 15 S
PIBK/AKTAHIMTORAE 5 i #% [ 3% . pAKT S473.
pmTOR S2448. pp70S6K T389. pS6 S235/236
H1p4E-BP1 T37/46, pAKT S473. pmTOR S2448.
pp70S6K T389. pS6 S235/236 A p4E-BP1 T37/46
K 0 3 E2. 765 3.7f%. 2.00%. 3.31%.
4.01% . PI3K [ BH W7 7Y 294002 1] #1 il SF- 138 % 14

155 S 1 pAKT S473. pmTOR S2448. pp70S6K
T389. pS6 S235/236. p4E-BP1 T37/46%% A Jii /K °F
. mTORHI I FRAPAJR A] & 2% 1 | SF-11% &
[ pmTOR S2448. pp70S6K T389. pS6 S235/236.
p4E-BP1 T37/46%E H B /K238 45 RAdow, £/
BT B PN B T A4 i I R A SF- LR PISK-AK T
mTOR/E 5 18 % I R /N B 5 P 4 B B

3 g

K E A R - 1(SF-D RS R AR a R
P450(cytochrome P450, CYPs)3E [H J& 3l ¥ o 44 A1 .
R e 5 DR 1 ) R IR — M AU LIz 32 ik s B, 7
NE R Z MU L A LRI, DA TR,
SF-DXI'E R AR B R A T i DA S e A 1)
AR EENETEER, H2MREERR. 4
AZD HUR BB AL AT A 555 1 I B
S SF-1/ #2031, SF-170] LR i3F &b 2 ] B i I
(steroid synthetase)[¥] JE %, B #ESTAR. CYP11Al.
CYP17A1 2 CYP19A14% 5 2L i #% K ¥, SF-1il i
GG BT L % (1] - ol I 35 K] 4 7 5 A Tl 2 A/ B
T X——AGGTCAF ¥ KA B I REM,

WEFL 7N, — Lo dm 4 ffg A i 3R 0K SF-123 1 15 4
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it 348 5 R0 B R R g o T A SF- 1IN 2 00 ] e 987 441 i
W, A2 FEGHC AR R B Z Y X,
SF-1 5240 AE K ARG FEAH G . SF-17E I8 AR 42
ANER B N T A SRR, B SZDNA R AR
AW T IE I XS /N B P IR Jo 4 g A L SF- 10k
IR 23K R, 43 AT SF- 13 3% 325 5o 400 i 38 5 F) 52 1
ERL BN, SF-1 RIE T B 15 S/ R 7 5 4 T
JO3 24 B 184 B A S 1R 3R 08 DA % 18 B 441 e L 451 1 3
e X5/ RRESF-1RIE &S 75 NS
ALRE H J J5T 240 S 184 B R O LA Tl 1) — B
- P ISR I 20 R P 8 X I O R 1 S S R 4
R T 2R EERMER, MSF-1it Rk v B %S
/INBR T E PSR o 4 B B, 1 BH SF-1 R BE T AR iR
AR T —E W TER . A, RS U/ /ET
BN A ISF-1 300K /E T 5 A IR . T AR A
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