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Advances in DHODH: A Target for Treating Tumors

Liu Lichao'?, Dong Zhen?, Hu Huanrong', Liu Yaling'*, Cui Hongjuan**
('Department of Dermatology, the Third Hospital of Hebei Medical University, Shijiazhuang 050051, China;
State Key Laboratory of Silkworm Genome Biology, Southwest University, Chongqing 400716, China)

Abstract Dihydroorotate dehydrogenase (DHODH) is the fourth enzyme of pyrimidine nucleotide de novo
synthesis that catalyzes the conversion of dihydroorotate to orotate. Pyrimidine bases are essential for cellular me-
tabolism and cell proliferation, and are considered as important precursors used in the biosynthesis of DNA, RNA,
glycoproteins and phospholipids. In recent years, more and more studies confirmed that the expression of DHODH
gene was associated with the development of a variety of tumors. Therefore, DHODH had some research prospects
as a new anticancer target. Based on research achievements and advances of our laboratory, we depicted the related
mechanisms of DHODH in cancer treatment and the research progress of DHODH inhibitors in this review.
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S E ™. DHODHAMFIF 52 Wi e 2 i, 7
19594F sl e 1E BH ] LSRRl I 4k, AN JefE
PRGN W B TR0 2 SR 5, DHODHIF 2K 7%
BT YR AT LA B S R A B ) g, G2 R
{62595, DHODH W] fig A2 98 7 1) Mg va 7 I A,
W22 T AT CH . A SR DHODHAE i 98 (1)
A B S0 (R i ot R AT 250

1 DHODHE
1.1 DHODHAYZ#
DHODH}ERIAL T- NI Rt 4K16q22, T80 32
HE(open reading frame, ORF)4>:1 191 bp, 4uf—4>
BA3ITAN IR P A I B P AR R AZ AR,
DHODH( HpyrDHE K g fith o T i J s o il 7 sk
WERE, UnERY % BE(Saccharomyces cerevisiae)™, %[
(FHURA 14ty Ar T s 75 HA S s 45 (1 s,
WAL TSRk NI SR & 1T . H AR 54, DHODHAR
P ZIEMRE . HRE AN, 740 I i A
KPR GRS . — -7 T M o s e s I, A7
15T R B ) AR AL DR i, o 7524408
S 151 2R TR 1 s P i R M W8 — 1% 1 R (nicotinamide
adenine dinucleotide, NAD), iX— 5Kk X it — 20 9 &
P NTAL 1B 1S TAJ K95 A7 e 2l iRk S A
hy FCTE R BT I A8 5H 2R BRI A 2 1 S2 A4 T
i) — 24K, 1BA 3% 35 % 17 R (flavin mononucle-

Mitochondrial
out membrane

otide, FMN). k@it ft. & ¥ [ 3% 3% — #% 17 2 (flavin
adenine dinucleotide, FAD)ZH i [ 57 PU 5 44, HLef -7
ZARKNAD. 1S LLAHBEQAI 73 14U A fiL 132 44
T3 A L B A R R TR A ) A0 ) R A P B
&, DUAEEQIE I T 22 k. N A FLIE R I A
W (hDHODH)J&E T~ 55 — 2K, 3= % A7 T-C-vii FIN-iig
(I A 5 AL R4 1l . DHODH ) C-itf FH ol e Bl 2 L
o/ AT B FI8AN VAT HE A 1 U T ¥ 1) S ZR AL B,
A T s N 1) 45 7 1, BB DR 7 3 R PR AT IR
REF AL . N-Jii kB P o2, B i —ANE R SRR
PG 1ol 55 o2 20 B S A 3, R Bl QI 25 45
16l
1.2 DHODHAYIIRE

DHODHE AE 4 1 P e A4 185 1 A% 7 198 2 F 1T 4
PRI U I, B A T T e Y B A 1 PR
A I B 1 R AN Sk A g A2 1 56420 | N .
K17, 72 NI ZeRi 4R N ik o, DHODHA 3% 3=
VE RSB IE SRR 7, {4k — 4 FLIR #: (dihydroorotate,
DHO)#: 4k 4 FL.1% £h (orotate, ORO). 7£ H:AFHIE
J5 N, HL TR BIFMN AL 1 T A
#% ¥ 1R (dihydroflavin monucleotide, FMNH,). [ it
Z 4, DHODHik 5 £ i 44 I’ I 4% (mitochondrial re-
spiratory chain, MRC)Zij it % VI AH ¢, #1#DHODH 1]
DA BRAR 2 bor 1 P9 IS R0l B Q, 328 T A5 08 7 44 P i
S ORI 8 2 BL7 . DHODH AJ f8 A 75 M0 1

ADP+Pi

\\L—/A'TP
\/H o ,"

12 0,+H'

DHODH

O Pyrimidine
inhibitor

biosynthesis

:
Mitochondrial
inner membrane

I: NADH-4fi B Qide J5Lf; 11: BEH MRl B QL It T11: AliTEQ- 4t ML 5 2% I JEUs; TV: 4 € 3 R AL Il o
I: NADH-coenzyme Q reductase; II: succinate-coenzyme Q reductase; I1I: coenzyme Q-cytochrome reductase; IV: cytochrome ¢ oxidase.
[El1 DHODH7E L {7 o i TE {1 K% 75 e L (K P AR S FN0%8 U5 &5 A3 P Y T B

Fig.1 Location of DHODH in the inner mitochondrial membrane and its function on

respiratory chain and pyrimidine biosynthesis
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SRR 8 AW K I, DHODHK: K 58748
25K A fE(Miller syndrome), SXFREH i 1z ity
I H K B A 4 (postaxial acrofacial dystosis), & Ff
I AL RO

2 DHODHSEMMIE

WENE L IR N AR A 5 GDNA L RNA. Bl
MU I P 0 5, AT, T I A% TR P 5 ok 4 L )
WO SO R R OGS . AR 2 BRI, g
AR5 AT PN IR AR, — I MK G as e, —
oA ROR T fEA TR e O e a1 )
A, WEIERZ R G 8 2 AR AR AR,
LE e 20 e, I R IR 7 R e KT I Al
M 75 B, A B BAKEE A S A g ARl 12, (A,
MERS ok, $0HIDHODH AT LABH W 7 A Mg g 4% 17
P2 ()6 1, SUITDNA(E IR g F ML e ). RNA(F
PRIGEWE RO E ) B S OFBENR S5 A4 6 i 2B B
A5, AT 5 | 240 i S0P L, 400061 240 i g S S 507

755 BB 5E Hh B, DHODHYE [ 175 44 i
P PE RS P BE S, s A R IR I SRR K
I 411 o A A1 H HUAR 8 2540 (dihydro-5-azaorotic acid)
REWS M HIDHODH TG I, JH4H] 1 40 Mo s 2, i
LAy S5 P 0 1 551 A7 18 8 (brequinar) BE 98 1H &2 311461
S AR L (1) Sk 290855 LR 40 o e 1R S AR T AR A H i,
DHODH T #UE W] 55 22 iR, HR AR A T,
3 RN A = R LN L% o Nl D S
IO, REAN OO g Tt w A R R A
SR R A R SR DIAH G, A IR T
SER) 731 HEAR o
2.1 DHODH5Z% &4+ B#EE

% Kk kB #8984 (multiple myeloma, MM) &t — Ff
PR CAH SRR G A P, 2 BRI R, 7 IR
LRI 110%~20% s 70T 22 70 24 JE RITCT 1
PR EL A A9 B 5 K B M A T R, X U E A
PR PRI A5 i B T-DHODH.  7E 22 & 8 & I8 40
Mo H45E, DHODH [RIFF A S IME R » 78
6% 40 o & F, DHODH % il % 1%, DHODHA 5
P 3031 751 5K 3K R (leflunomide) 5 e 3% PEAR S = )
' 37 55U (teriflunomide/aubagio, TFN)AL 2 f5, 6845
5 | B 9 4 0 B A ) At By T, Hd AR

JCyclin D24 HIRb AT 85 12 44 K 41 B BT A£G 2T
Rtz Ab, R4 5 | S 2 LB (protein kinase
B, PKB/Akt). 1% & 2 [1S6 L i 1 (ribosomal S6 ki-
nase 1, S6K1/p70S6K) & FLAL B FEHLLA N 4B, &
[11(4E-binding protein-1, 4E-BP- 1) I 14 1) PR AL,
DA E#F9T R ], DHODH) #3522 M- it e 40
A I DI D¢, DHODHAE 2 K PE #5698 1)
i RIS 55 a7 A ) el B Y P S
2.2 DHODH5 [E1fiH B4 A M

P 9k T 40 Y 1 11955 (chronic lymphocytic lecu-
kemia, CLL) & — F 5l 203k © 40 i v [ 386 48 2 i
T, AEVE T 1 S8 i LI RN LY. BiFFE R
BH, SR GROK IR AT LR A2 9% B R TR B2 40 i 22 oK H
T CLLE # Bk T 41 g BH ¥ 75 G 3012520, A ngs TS
5 W A0 s 0 AL 12101 3G 5557, Xk
DHODH I 71 ¥ ] FCLLEE T i ¥ . w571,
KGR R (K35 1 77 AT T 17266 1 18 1L 1 fRIAKY
STAT(Janus kinase/signal transducer and activator of
transcription) {5 5 i % FH rCD40LFIIL-4 4 5 ¥ 41
PG, JFAE 40 0 FRUE R SN IX LW,
DHODHA 7 HoAh 245, 47 2§ mCLLA it
T 2 U
2.3 DHODH5 #4 & 400

i 22 B 41 i J8 (neuroblastoma, NB)#& & 2E 1 )L
LI R IIG PR IR, DA A2 A 0 AR 1) — o, £ oy
JUTE IR ) 12%520 . A S 50y 5 i SUY A F 9 4 SR 3R
W1, 7E RS AR  h 22 REAT 062 41 i & " DHODHE A7 3%
i, N R SOK A AL BE S, 40 5 e W 5 52 2,
1M HAEAR 2 REA0 H0IR B2 A% AR A RR AR oy SR 9L
OKARE Tl 2 0 g 1) A AP, IR t, DHODHAE I
IR A7 B Rl A BRI R VR T BT R, (H2 H
HYDHODHYE M 28 BE 41 Mg h IF 5 20, JEAE AL
A T
2.4 DHODH5S %59

g5 A R E RS 2 —, TR
YO FE A o B R R R AR AR S A e R
RS AP0 AR R S i /s BLUSEER R, Piz-
zorno“5 P I, DHODH I il 71 477 W T fie % 4 5ik5-
SR W BE (S-fluorouracil) W HTMIR BE 7 - ARSMSEEG
WS N G L 7E 45 1 8 40 i 2 b W T siRNA S AR T
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WDHODHZFIA I, il T Mg i) i K ps 311 R 0K,
AN T A0 2R K, EL AN PR e AT L B b
KB itz Ah, AT P g e A 1
miR-502f % 455 2| DHODH¥)mRNA I, Jf-{ i Hf5E
fift, HmiR-502111 315 52 Blp53 1 S At i 191, [A] I,
TR, $0THIDHODH S | 14 25 iz 40 M ) 1 4t
TpS3 )G 1R FIMRCE AW e, Fhff
1% 32 W], DHODH W] G 1t 45 I g v 31 5 B i 1
JH, AR SEATL AN L AR (1 28508 3 75 B — DA
2.5 DHODH5RI5iR7E

TEH S LA, 17 0 e A2 3 1k IR e AR 6
B BTN S LB IR, LN R RS
R SIS v, A ST SR B % W S A T 5 M 4 B
BB, AERANSZIG R, R ST RN R % 98D 40 i R
FAK, BEARAEHFE, P0G 2k, w5
TSR, A A P B RS, T HL IR
FHE I ) 5% R0, X % W], DHODH I 71 £F
T 5 B Hp A7 1) A (R R T, O AT A R 2
VI BB FERE T 77 17
2.6 DHODH5 & BkphiE

S JER P98 e — ST Y T i R AL 2R 1 g, e
P 2B {1 22 98 (malignant melanoma, MM) & i 7 T
128 U 2 € 2% 400 PP o RS M MR, 2 Ok T LSS
RN B 2 —. ETRE, BORBEL R K
TR RIFGIE, DA v 5k 22 WP IR b, ST
Jie o LAY Ff T A M, DT . 14 8 A v
BB IETT N, LERE TR A TR A . Ak ZE
TR B A R JER R 40 e 40 i b RS DHODH,
R BIAE S A% T3] RN 1 iR 41 B o, DHODHIT) 3%
KT IE A0 i = AR, R BE T A R e
oK GK A B 2 001 S M R 00 SR I A KM
DHODH Il 747 37 Ul Ab 3 28 £ 320, B B MIG 4%
RN e P Y i i 2 Wt B (B 5 P R S s
Mo e, W RMMPBE TP, BRI Ah, Y — TS
TR, A0 AN Z M RA3TSH, L B T
THIDHODHA, i BE % ) i SOK 1 J s e A% 1 1R 45 Fk
T i T (1) 28 A YA IR 5 B 1T (carbamy] phosphate
synthetase I, CPS-IN)#) 3iF 1, A\ if i i 3% 16 S6K 1
R ¥ 1 B A B #5291 (insulin receptor
substrate-1, IRS-1), #F 1y % 13t ¥ 5 PI3K FIMAPK

2%, AMPK 1) 03 (1 1 40 1 J5) 300k N SHH, (H 2 Pk
DHODH M CADiF A5 A, Wane & sz B, AmALfS
DNAF 1A G AR S 38 21 B iy, 240 P B s A S AT,
IR, RIKRE S TG PR AR U W5 S e 1) #E A
PRI AN R T R SRR JE R, 4 09T 00K SR A fE 4% 1)
il 75 4 52 44 (aryl hydrocarbon receptor, AhR), H H
A7 [RRE 040 o1 8 £ 32 08 A e S P A D Rz,
DHODH & B¢ JIK Mg v g7 vh — AN EE 2L TS A, 3
FTRIR AT B A IR T B IR IRs R 2454 o

3 DHODHH#IF

FIHIDHODHE P 1] 48 55 41 g Py [F W e 1% 17 IR,
AT A1 e 41 384 5, 3X T~ 45 DHODH A2 g b
(VAR VAR TT FO o DRI, AR S O 40 ) 5] 1) T
F 5T LA T S, I AR R A KA 5T )2 AR ST
3.1 REARFREZEMY

KA e — ol 5- F 3 S T k-4 B G i i A
W, 2 — A E A T I R V6 9T T DHODHA i
U0, L VR AR MR L S X FRATT1726, 1R
201249 H #% 3¢ [ FDA(Food and Drug Adminis-
tration)ftk #E F T~ 2 & P il 4k 19 36 979, KF778 2
ATTIT2619%7 58, 5ATT17264 b AT B 0 () S )
SR B T R ) B, AP v ) 2 S o]
o FRIEFEIE W, KET778 [R] o T 241 Ji 14 58 5 3 A7 3K,
IHE Ty B8 2 5 5 WL IS B 4 B 98 4 1 (retinoblastoma
protein, pRb) M BERIR A K, BRIt ZAb, KR
KAEFISAUPILAS-1886323 M2 LAS-186323 4 1] LA
DHODH EE, ki H T-¥a 97 R 1T %140, 55
—FhRAYI4-SC R H Tt Mk 4 i . o 2 IR 11
TRIT, IX L ABYNT IFE T B PR AR B R HOR R A
[ FE P R FRAG o J5 SO Ik DLS- Y 5 S S0 -4 PPV g fre
NSRS, BRI T UTLAR MG, tER
LGP T 5 R ROK R AR [ 1R 23 7 3B, BURAE
—ERRSE LR T 40 BB, (HAR X TR ORI
B W 2 EAR S T LLS- S S k-3 F I e
NGy S BUTL-5 R AL A T L 25 B 40 e
BEPEST, SR GEOKRR 111 R B R O A3 211 08, 785
fill B AR EE . SRS P e S N TR -
32 HEREEEMLEN

AT S — Fh6-5i-3- F SL-4- W Rl 5517, LA
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RS s B3 T . AnE IS HAT ) V2 25 R E, 2300
11986, 1988F119904F 4T T HI T-¥6 97 i & iy
I AR 6, A L 45 410 1 5 R A L ROK, — R B
e AR FE A A FHLS27484990 - BR1 b, 7 2 0T A 4 PR i 1k
AR B 0 300 LAl A2 I R 75 3K o A s TS SR ALK -
20044 [7) £ B A5 1 HIDHODHIE T (K 4F 1, Refs =%
O R R D | 1 G 00, A LT A M ) B 12
ERIEPRISEE

NH / \
F N
7
F (¢}
F
Leflunomide
Argl36 NH

F

3.3 EEM-2-FRERGTEY

LI BT A B, W WR-4-F2 2 (quinoline-4-
carboxylic acid)Z A4 H & 9% 4 HIDHODHIE 14 1)
AL A& N AFAE: C2AZ AT 2R B K L 5 CAr
(RIFR IR S ILAHN (1) £ o — TR LU oy 1 135 93 i
(comparative molecular field analysis, COMFA)F Lt
B 43 F AL 18 £ (comparative molecular similarity
indices, CoMSIA)J7 ¥ I iff 5 i B0, 71 W k-2 %

TFN

B2 KBRS, FLAMLA L F SRR E SDHODHEEE R RYEE S (RHE 5% STk [46] 20 4)

Fig.2 Chemical structure of leflunomide, terifflunomide as well as their interaction binding sites with DHODH

(modified from reference [46])

Briquinar

E3 HmEPR L FEHRRESDHODHIEE/EA RS

Fig.3 Chemical structure of brequinar as well as it's interaction binding site with DHODH



R g A — ST MR MG D PR B R B 5Tk i 621
(quinoline-2-carboxamide) ] fiT ZE ) i, Wk EA |-C6 3.5 RERRIEERIRERITED
A7 7 47-OCHs  -OCFsMI-CF3 1) 4k & W) H AT 1R 4F 1 20124F 1) — IURF T R I T — R 1 BE 00 1R A

DHODHA il 3% PEP2, LR AR S5/ 4o, it
BAE YU BT R 22 Rl i 87 40 i 2% 777 THT A5 B0
SECU AR AR AT IR RS, LIS IR SR A fridh— 20
ot
3.4 FFERKME B R 2R K I SR ER HiT 4

H R TS T 0K e 2 AH B W 22 T 1l TR A% B
K4 W-1(poly-ADP-ribose polymerase-1, PARP-1)
FIDHODH H. A7 XU H 1 i) /£ F LA, 38 3k ) 2% 5 K
W BRI i, 459 31— R 5 DHODHH S P 14k 5
Yy, Jal i Z AR IR RO R A AT 2 T 4R A
PARP-1 5 DHODHX # il 7% 1 (46 &4, Wil spr
7~ PARP-15DHODH—#f /EDNA K i fil & &
AEC G AL A F, DR abb o A XS0 410 1 5510 2 %) e
A LFIR

SERIRAT AT LR 3 ADHODHIHIF, 1 VEan
Hi3R T DHODHAHI I 4% I 1L . Jiah, B X%
WA T I0T7 RIS 2 RS R 5
HETHR. ZREEE. FHRAREMNR. &
GEMELLBERIE . A RO A I AR 0, A AT 1%
AT T s, ARG mE 6.
3.6 4-BEBSRE. SNBERIEERENTEY
Fritzson 5545 jof i 40107 1 A B0 T 3RP AN [] 8 7Y
(IDHODHAHIF, 75l Ah4- A G R EKIR
%’éﬂlaﬁ@aﬁ(@n X3P ) A B B A U DD
REMfIghtt . o, 2 mi e 20 NS DHODHA i H]
T HoAh22% . Active Biotech/A w) ik T — &R 41 &
Wl FRAT A4 A fHIDHODHYG PE U g, HA Pl
He R VAR, B HARER ML ) ABR-222417F1ABR-

I

El4 EW-2-RERITEYEKRLE

Fig.4 Basic structure of quinoline-2- carboxyhc acid
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Fig.5 Benzimidazole derivatives
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HO /0
F F F O—CH,
NH OH
X
F © NH
N (0)
= F >< -
F N F F
F \_/

Elo REMRERFNFIRERLTEY)

Fig.6 Amino acid and isonicotinic acid derivatives

o ABR-222417

ABR-224050

E7 fEERITEY
Fig.7 Anthranilic acid derivatives

224050(17), X AL AP EN-(BESE L) 2 L IR
(1) S AV e 2 S T Y A AT P R Iy AR
3.7 REFRBRITEY

T8 3 R A 2B FNXO0 SRR, — R A
SO AT AR n] LA S DHODHAIIH 750, 3% 244k,
W AE AL 28 B R 2R 34 7 40 e FMINGRI 1) %
Val134 K Try3565% 55 T8 B i /K 1142, W1 E 8B /s
IR AR e T IR R S Y S S AR, &
R R, H 5 DHODHJA B Arg136 54 Tyr365 1 Il %
HAEBEAVER, 5 Vall34 R Tyr356 4 BiK VE BT, He T

SERPTE R 43 AT, IXZEDHODH NI 71T B4 g & b
P8 ZE LI AT BT FR9T R
3.8 2(3-AlkoxylHpyrazol-1-yl)azinesf;T4 4
2(3-Alkoxy1Hpyrazol-1-yl)azinesfi7 A4 iX F
DHODHA i 571 ) 15 1 2 55 T~ & RZ s 733 521 1)
EEY, HAT Y mE9frR, X AZEDHODHIZL £
o A W PR 5 A T VE S M HOS R T A
W AL g, IF I AE T Jurkat 40 1 25 0E WX
AT LR b e A0 0 B B R AT B R KA E . H
HPoE H A PR T 5286 =5 vy, s Joit— D s,
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E8 REXFERITEY

Fig.8 Aminobenzoic acid derivatives

3.9 MEMKIRE

AR FH v e 0 8 7710 A4 S60RK B AT 1T A
P BH T R, X B 2 TR (1 R B = AT
Batifh, REF2ANE A S DI E 10T R, 234k
PERFIRZ G 0% 208 43 B, 58 A6 5 IFOIWB-
1315A4 7% — {4 WK I i (Ascofuranone), 1 & #)
FO1WB-1315B24 7% — ffi % %5 (Ascochlorin) . X} ik
AT DHODHAHIEPEM 2, FOIWB-1315AMICsfH N
0.07 ug/mL, FOIWB-1315B ] ICsfti 40.51 pg/mL.
XA EE— 2D TP R R b .25 s E F /N FTDHODHAT
HIFFT T T — & 1At
3.10 TRRKMEETP RS

PERL S R R LS R A,
(EENASE- SN AVt G (SE Il R EDRE SR TSR

N
cH,
H.C /
: 0/&%\0{3
(0]
F

9 2(3-Alkoxy1Hpyrazol-1-yl)azinesfiT £ 4]
Fig.9 2(3-AlkoxylHpyrazol-1-yl) azines derivatives

FOIWB-1315A

FOIWB-1315B

E10 FO1WB-1315AF1F01WB-1315B
Fig.10 FO1WB-1315A and FO1WB-1315B

DHODH e 48 MU A Wit AT 6 82, R ILRALH
(1)K 3 #2-1-O-B-D-ME M w2 Bl . K3 3R-1-0-B-D-
b s 757 6 4 15 (2 B 11T 7) 6 4%, & ) % DHODH
FLAT B MR FO0, xR, MAESE B AT Hipp
IR YU T B2 v 43 B R SRAL G W S5 K i
FrAYDHODHAMEIFIFE (it T Flofrigit.
SN T, AT AT LA A sl R S e
G Ak A Y # AT LABH WTDHODHFI/EH « 511

A7 L S LS IR A D a5  wF s,

RN T 7 4 5 5 AE C- AR i () S A JRUAT 55, L
R 4>k 6 DHODHA 57 (1) 8 51 32 2251 % CoQ%Z
AL AT, BT BRI ek A, BT
L8 LAt (T DHODHA ] 571, == B4 355 W 1 I A I Air
A SRR ERT A RERRAT AN —
TR R AT A 5 BRI A S SRR
RN TS B R BRI NEART AL R R R R W e £ 2k
Y\ 6 RBRIEREAT AW RN BERIERTAEY)
4-F5 SE-WEWR-3-IEHL AT A0 20 WE bR -4- 3R TR AiT
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B ERTREERES

Fig.11 Polygonum cuspidatum extract

B ZHRFORIRWEAT A =R IR IR L
T AR5 . IX SEDHODH M i 71 47 28 I A 2 A
DHODH 145 5 EA 7, H AR AR — @ R Exhseat
NEDHODHF S MR 4 1 B 1i) 1) 58 %

4 EIE

IR AR 5 2 P T 400 i 486 4 S o ) o O
fiho PRI, fan SR 6 06 410 11 e 96 40 e o e TR A R
AR, H AT T B8 0L bR 11 S TP, BTG R ) 0
£ DHODHAI ] 771400 1] 8 e 2% 17 12 AN Sk B i 428,
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