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Abstract

rapidly activation and regulation of the activities of intracellular signaling molecules. Optogenetics has great

Optogenetics combines genetic expression with optical controlling and imaging, which permits

promise in cell biology applications. To date, a variety of photoactivatable modules have been identified. They
have distinct structure and photoactivation features, and those have greatly extended optogenetics in the biomedical
research. In this review, we will introduce different species of photoactivatable modules, their distinct photon
properties, and with an emphasis on their applications in using light to control intracellular cell signaling.
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1 2 F(phytochromes, Phy). F& 1€ 1 % J5(cry- B L/ AN,
ptochromes, CRY). % —HL #4% % (light, oxyg- 1.1.2 UVRS8%: # 3Kk H5XZHOtHEA A,

en, or voltage, LOV)HL & 15k S5 F1 5 A5 o & IR i e
K% R M BB (blue light sensor using flavin
adenine dinucleotide, BLUF) 1, & 18 25 45, i 45 Jt
ERICE 5 e i E B N AF I, AT 7 o oot
R F [ LOV. Dronpa fl UV-resistance
locus 8(UVRS) %% 15 Xyt 45 45 & F[ W1 CRY-
CIB1(cryptochromes-interacting basic helix-loop-
helix1). Phy-PIF(phytochromes-interacting factor)] A/l
BLOVE IR BT R 4155 . B MuiliE B o6tk
SCSE AR B s = o3l AR 1 KR
1.1 ETRaArtRanEg

WSOERE 2 e, JeB R A R O AR TR, 3R
PR LA B I P 2t Rt EE B R
FEHAE I B
111 AR Az H45 R IR(LOV domain) -
S AL AL I E AR DGR T R . 17
JEE AL — PP L G IR AN TR R By, S DR Al L A
B T, WELSh A N S IR R
# X R (flavin mononucleotide, FMN). 7E 15 6 i
ST, LOVEIWIOEREZ 5 SFMNES &, T 5616
o BRETOCHGR, Jetb BNl &R E B3
I 390 8% IR () A 1] 5 RLO VI ¥110~100 s 0L F S

UVRS GG A FEAS 75 2 HAh (1) /N o3 5 B L7,
R EHAR G B BRI E BT EREER
Herh, UVRSLARIVE — RAR BT AEAE, 9A KM
A I INF 2 AEOR PR A B 2 T ) € SRR ARG R
Fz, BUE RV SRR ES . UVRSHARTE BRI~
(B 10 2 i A e R AN NI
1.1.3  Dronpa J AE% & 3%, 7t i F Dronpa
FE TR 28 6(~400 nm) MR T GE T2 B UY SR AR, 1078 15 4%
4 6(~500 nm)JI¥EC N BE AR B R AR I R AL
UVRS—#, Dronpa (11 i A FEAN 75 ZEFLAR ) /N 73
THIBIE 7, I H A2 10 5 1 2 B R R R 1 ik
Seroft. RN, B RGN AR A AT
1.2 ETFWNaHt#8EEER
MO T 25, JGEUE A ROR RS
HAe S eBUR A A8 el Hofh i B R AR 45
B ST LS A R R R D RE 1) Bt o
1.2.1 [F&%t & % (cryptochrome, CRY) Rt R
A& H AR G 3 i A AR Y — R R R R A R R
Ho B HIZE A& — DN-tiDNAYG R & i [[7] 5
[X (photolyase homology region, PHR)Fl — 4~ X} +
55k SR LEENCIH™, RAEOCRITHN=
K 2K H YICRYs. 3] #CRYsFICRY-DASH(CRY-

F1 BMABEEFZTHHORTS R R—EARESE X [2]122%0)

Table 1 Optogenetic modules and their optical responsive characteristics (modified from reference [2])

DG KANEERBH) BT REMREW (nm) BRI ] RPN
Photoactivatable protein Size (amino acids) Cofactor Association/ Association/ References
dissociation wavelength (nm) dissociation time
PhyB(FL)-PIF3 1211/524 PCB 650/750 s/s [3-4]
PhyB(NT)-PIF3 621/524 PCB 650/750 s/s [5]
PhyB-PIF6 908/100 PCB 650/750 ms/ms [6]
CRY2-CIBI 612/335 FAD 450/dark /6 min [7]
CRY2-CIBI 498/170 FAD 450/dark /6 min [8]
CRY2-CRY2 498/498 FAD 450/dark /6 min [9]
CRY?2olig 498 FAD 450/dark /23 min [10]
FKF1-GI(LOV fast cycler)  619/1 173 FMN 450/dark min/h [11]
LOVpep-ePDZ 153/194 FMN 450/dark s/s [12]
Dronpa-Dronpa 257/257 None 400/500 s/s [13]
UVR8-COP1C340 440/340 None Dark/290~310 1~4 h/s [14]
UVR8-UVRS 440/440 None Dark/280~315 2~24 h/s [15-17]

PIF: J6# (13 JR B 1 PhyB(FL): 4= KBADGHI (13, PhyB(NT): BADGHUE ZN-Ui; CIB: Badt (3 il RIS IR A e [ B 1+, CRY 2o0lig: fIK2K2
RIRATE L3R, UVRS: AL 18; COP1C340: JE A A % BH ¥ 1 1 C-3i 340 AL IR -
PIF: phytochrome-interacting factor; PhyB(FL): full length PhyB; PhyB(NT): N-terminal of PhyB; CIB: cryptochrome-interacting basic helix-loop-

helix; CRY2olig: oligomerization CRY2; UVRS: UV-resistance locus 8; COP1C340: C-terminal 340 amino acids of constitutively photomorphogenic 1.
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Drosophila, Arabidopsis, Synechocystis, Human) &
o BRIEORE R TUE I, B, ®H
1 CRY1FICRY2. CRY27EW MM &5 e
FLFCIB14E &5 AH S, 72 BRI G 2 5 H 45,
CRY25 CIB1 45 &5 HAT A 1

122 HX# &% (Phytochrome-Phy) et &wILs
. 35 B¢ Fi(PhyA. PhyB. PhyC. PhyDAIPhyE), 7E
YR Z RN FAEKS P RIEEEEH . £3)
Y4 J i D't 8 A% 2 N b, A8 B9 )2 2 PhyB-
PIF %%, AN[ATCRYFMLOVZE [, PhyB-PIF[ 45 &
58 LS 5 K (phycocyanobilin, PCB)E NJEY), X420
(650 nm)/ZL AR (750 nm)6 iU, Phy B
T4 A MAEBGE IR S (photoactivated red-absorbing,
Pr) % 728 21 305 11 21 40 W IR 75 (photoactivated far-
red-absorbing, Pfr). FEPfetR MU T 24862k )5 R
HPRE BPeIRZ, B R RA T,

123 SLOVE&MK AN A% AN IEH
JUR 3T LOVE Mk I XTI 22 4, WHFKF1(flavin-
binding. kelch repeat. F-box1), FKF1&—F&HLOV
G5 F 3 B D' RO DG BT, £ 1 D6(450 nm)
SR 2 5 H B AAGIGANTEA(GD A 45 4, FIH T W
TR A B AR B SR Bk Th ReY. Bk, B
FN AMFHLOVZ [ AR by 3X — 4 PR B it i 12T
LOVI# 8L e A o 2= R T, Al i LOV I Jadh 14
15— /NBE £ BRLOVpep(LOV polypeptide) f i 2,
17 31X /N Bt £ Bk B8 5 ePDZ[engineered post synaptic
density protein (PSD95). Drosophila disc large tumor
suppressor (DIgl) and zonula occludens-1 protein
(zo-DFE AL G ERBEIRE D, Jokb TR EIRE
RePHIEZ Ik 5ePDZ45 & . A WG RS B %, Ja
R FEIF R IR 45 He e 5 ePDZEE 51,

2 SLEAEMERNES @RI N AR
WAL SIS T B, AR AR RS R
BLLR PRI 1] 4 Be A I 20 PRLAE 5 53+ 288 B i R 1)
41 B T RE RS2, T AR X — i AR AR A IR 2 iE R
RS PR R, dn e o R A I AVE R IR EUEE B
T RIEIE R R . #uE B AT, BN R
BRSSP T AT R G, CA I T 2 %
BN ME S E B L R . A0 SRS R T
Ras-MAPK(5 5 i@ #2223 PI3K-Akt{5 5 i f2+>"
FIRho GTPaselii AH O il B 122845% Ji ik % ik

8 ( 280~315 nm
‘ P —
UVRS | UVRS Dark

CRY2-CIB1
450~488 nm
——

rm—
‘ Dark

450~488 nm
X N >
Dark

440~473 nm
_
{ —
Dark
440~473 nm
—_—
PO—
Dark
490 nm
B
——
390 nm
650 nm
PhyB-PIF —
750 nm

FE 321 S R bR BH A TIOR3 DR G A S R 1A S v K DA R A i
e A7 10RO % FE TR R U A E A R OR 6 I R R
A PR ELAE DA e B 1 i F2 . LR, PhyB-PIF. CRY2-CIB1AlI
LOVpep-ePDZ = Fifi /& S8 (I WUT 4 R 56, R SHLTF RS
2 B. UVRS. Dronpa. CRY2FILOVZMLHY ()28 o4k R 58, ek
B &5 TR R R A SR .

The left bar illustrates the color of light (wavelength) that is used to

® ?EQE

activate and inactivate photoreaction. Various protein pairs are shown
on the right with or without activation. PhyB-PIF, CRY2-CIB1 and
LOVpep-ePDZ are typcial two components modules interacting with
their partners after stimulation. UVRS, Dronpa, CRY2 and LOV are
typcial single component modules, whose intramolecular change occurs

after stimulation.
Bl EREAHTZMABTHLENRMURNHREE
(RIESECRR2]122%0)
Fig.1 Scheme of light-induced photochemical reaction of

optogenetics modules (modified from reference [2])
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2.1 Ras-MAPK{E5S i@
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175 1 BEFI L ED P AE N (1 2 AR dn e b, 2500
BARAEK, KE. 2. FTSE2 AT,
0T 58 % 5 5. 8] HI PhyB-PIF6 Y 4% Jo A S2 L 1 /8 1% £
1 L HMAPKAS 5 3 % (1) 06 1A% 2 W 420 R
# Fk T PhyB/PIF6': Jk R 70 A1 1 4% 15 3L 30 P 40 i v
MAPKA{E 5 18 B 0F 70 A 2, 236 vh i 5 2 4
PhyBi i€ 2| 40 e it I, [F] B K SOS(son of sevenless)
[— F & 4 R <2 #t [K] T-(guanine nucleotide-exchange
factors, GEF)] I HE LIRS OS o 5 PIF6 R & #2105 31| 17 B
Y AT . AE 406650 nm) 3R, PhyB 5 PIF6
S5 4 R # SOS. X NGEF AL I 512 B |, 78
X H ¥ BE 9% I 5 Ras/Raf/MEK/ERKAE 5 Ji #5022,
HFIH FIFE R B, Zhangs i H CRY2/CIBN(N-
terminal of CIB)J&J& Kl oA, SCI 1 a4 ALah A
ff P Raf/MEK/ERKAS S il # . %%, CIBI# i & 2|
MR b, FIRECRY2 5Raf1 456 . 24 WL
I, 45T P CRY 222 80 T #% 3 20 B s L 5
CIBIHEAT &5 &, JF Rl & 75 — 2 fURaf 135 126 21 41 iy
JEEBE T o 2% 2 41 i I P I Raf LR A HLE 5 2R
HLhRe, BHE WaE L TS 5 70 TMEKMERK,
S T AEGRD e 2 A DR 1 RO AR T RORS B I TR
FBE 64 HIPC L2 M 22 I AR

2.2 PI3K-Akt{ES i@

1ol i 5% WL - 3-8 (phosphoinositide-3-kinase,
PI3K) % B A Ser/Thrig g i P4, S H A7 W I Bt L
TS PR 2 5 A B IR B A I R DL A )
PI-4-P(phosphatidylinositol-4-phosphate, P14P) 4 1,
PI-3,4-P,[phosphatidylinositol-(3,4)-bisphosphate,
PI(3,4)P2], f#1k PI1-4,5-P,[phosphatidylinositol-
(4,5)-bisphosphate, PI1(4,5)P2] % % P1-3,4,5-
Ps[phosphatidylinositol-(3,4,5)-trisphosphate, PIP3].
JiE bR B RIPIP3 N 22 A A 5 e 5 B 1 4R B ol 8

Akt. W 7T % w A FCRY2/CIBN Y 3 [K] 7T 4 ok
W42 PI3K/PIP3/Akt(5 5 il B . b AT K CIBN 5 41 g
JE 52 A7 7 S CAAX R A A FL SRk 7E A M e -, [R] B
#PI3K [{]iSH2 (intra-Scr homolog 2)4%5 #4J 45 5 CRY2
PRl G B E RIATEAI M . Y I O IR AT
CRY2-iSH2 2> il 38 % A ) 41 g it |-, J5E b f5iSH2
W WO 9 U FIPIBK, F i 9 1R 16 A A PIP3,
PIP3 2> J0i% L i 15 5 &5 1 WAkt Rac/actinfll
PKC(protein kinase C)%, .4}, Idevall-Hagren s>

IR CRY2-CIB1SE I 1 ' 428 240 i P 1l I JU LI )
AR, AR 72 LA P S 350 X I PIP3 R = A, 25
B B JEAE 4 110 TR % DA S 40 B R 1 9 3, X — ik
TR SE A Mg s 1, HonTai . A RIRE AL
P, Toettcher%2YF| I PhyB-PIF6 & 4t tH S2 8L 1 )%
PI3K-Aktf5 5 il % I 52 .
2.3 Rho GTPasef§iE M

Rho GTPase)& T RasZ A% i1, & 1E 1 H 42
WLEhEE . AT DL K 41 28 1 R AR 25 i 72k
JEFREE/EH . Rho GTPasen] f#f Racl. Cdc42fll
RhoA %%, Rho GTPase 7E GEFs [fI{EF N B it GDP,
456 GTPIE NBUEIRA, 152 fEGTPIE AL i (GAP)
(7R T MTE AR 2 B UGE N R TEIR A . GEFFI
GAP{ERho GTPase ) ¥ IR 24 1 425 v e 45 H 2 A
Mo Of 82005 R H _E R R s8R A oo fh sl
T Jt#%Rho GTPasell)id 1. WuEPhi £F 22 g
fJRacl KR HLOV2-Jofil & LR IE . 78 B
T, LOVZE #3870 o 1 23 B)_E A Rac 1A 75 14 [X 45,
TE W6 HRR I LOV 25 R I3 WS O R, A o J o 14 fig
JVEH B TLOV & A 1 23 [l i, 2 1M & Racl . Aib
TR I — a5 22 G X 4 M 114 =5 348 [X 4k SE it o St
J&, RIAE G RE X Ik B T2 i an B B R 4 s i, HL
Y 0 FEE 11 B A5 AR A B Y BRI D LA T, X —
S A AP AN TG I AR BRI I ) R,
NBRATTER AR R 305 5 30 I A G 2 T 4 A S A
T HiBh. BLAb, Levskaya®5 ] I Phy/PIF % 4t JT J&
T 2540h i 1R 4% i W Rho GTPasei ¥4 I 78 AthAl]
¥ PhyBF & 2 A E, 2R )5 ¥4 Tiam(Rac I GEF).
intersectin(Cdc42 ] GEF) A1 Tim(Rho [ GEF) 43 7] 5
PIFfl &3R5 . 4 40 M e 3 5, GEF& A 4 %
iz B4 A R b, 7E PR T 380 AH B [ Rho GTPase
filg % ME. AE3TIYH MU, BF 7T & B G 03 Tiam Al
intersectin& [ 2 51 /& 41 . 55 B 1 ARCIR O f2 A0 224K
Py B AR, T B T U] 2> 51 % 20 i Jf A4 1 Wi
i, A, JRHEOETE T UM 0 Tiamth 23 5] R Z X 35
FIRCIR O 2 2 e AR o AL, F 7T & AT 1IE F H
TFKF1-GI. DronpaflILOVpep-ePDZ% je/F 528l T
Jt#Rho GTPasei 1t (I 7T 1213,
2.4 HHREAEMRINEEEM

Fe A TeAF B T E R = 4 S Sl R T
FUH AR BEAR K HbAE R DAAR, 5 4% i) 240 Bt 1) L e AR B
T T A AR R AE T EEAE . ERRUKT L,
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W5t % F F CRY2-CIB1®, FKF1-GI''*, UVRS§-
COP1MAILOV & P45 JT 41 ok i 42 Wi 5L 2 4 48
Jit Fp Ry s SR IR R e S Rk . A 9K GAL4FE IR 1)
DNA 4541 (GAL4 DNA-binding domains, GBDs)
5 XU Te2F i 3o 2 —PhyBEKCRY2%% 45 &, [A) i
¥ GAL4 % A [IDNA%% 5% ¥ & I (GAL4-activation
domains, GADs) 5PIF3. PIF6EL & CIBNS: & 3754
F R RIA, A o BRI S 5k R A 2 i) R AR A LA
{15 GBDs 5 GADsHH B3 3 & A S n 1id 2 Al
(187 5%, I LS8 IE SI 6 25 R 8 4% 66 R ) s ik o 2
FT AT A, A R G IR e A i i Cre
HARER I TTDNAFE R 7T, RIE I CHERR
JeE N T e T A 4 i v %) 4 ik R B s IR I
H A E T LOVER A 45 M3 (Vivid) 5 GAL4 [ fil & 3
IEHAR(Vivid-GALS), TEH GRS T, BUSHILOV I
FIGALA KA Ak, TS T Ui 2 R % 5%
FEHE K b, BIF 5038 R DG4 o A 42 i 40 i o4 2R
PRI 8 23 AT P A 1 O-STRI B 158 A7)
Chen5ShKs 5 31 = ANUVRS 5 325 M 111 5 49 75 0
5 1 G(vesicular stomatitis virus glycoprotein, VSVG)
[FCuR LA 2] — 2, 75 RERAE TUVRSHUIL IR,
VSVG-YFP-UVRSE & 1E N it K |, 4 H K64
TR 5 I VSVG-YFP-UVRSE & 14 fift &5, (43 & (A ]
DAV A 4 M 0 B AR 00 N iR 7R A 2 R i e B 40
B, EH UG T DS BN B b R A WA PR R I T o R Ab,
WA I 98 A FHLOV A1 Dronpas 6 4% oA, S2il
W FLAN Y AE R T R R o AR TR TS
5 Hcaspase-7HWE 1 45 M 8 5 LOVEE &, £ B
B LOVAE == [0] b 41 #l| caspase-7 136 M, 24 156
e B B LOV fi# Jie B Jill caspase-73% 14, 1 41 B £ — /)N
i 2 R AT TR,

3 BRESERE

et e 25 A Sy FF G L 4 125 5 30 B T 9 4
LT B TR (M6 B T B, 5 BE V2 M A A
— BB, BN, DA R O MR . PR
PR PSRN = B AR RN 0 R
VAR A, 2 BN R 5 e BRI
FeHe et A s, X E— s R L PR T AR
SedE IO K T Gi e PEAT T VAR, LA/ 204 e 2
SRR, B2, R AR N RATHT
SHIBIHAE R T — RN A, RS2

HAA 2T B IEMSOEER A KBS B B i
Bt TR TR SR, BATAT LAEBOL AL
AR BRSO I 24 RT3 & i)
S e RR U A SO K 2 SR AE Y AR T 5
— A
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