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Abstract

functions of importin are involved in the transport of cargo proteins including transcription factor, splicing factor,

Importin is a class of conserved protein family that widely exists in eukaryotic organisms. The

ribosomal protein and others into nuclei through nuclear pore complex. Importin contains subunit alpha and beta
family, each has multiple members. Studies indicated that importin had significant relationship with the formation
and development of regeneration, cancer, Alzheimer’s disease, foot and mouth disease and other diseases. This
review focuses on the recent progress in the structure, functions of importin and the correlation with physiological
and pathological activities.
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A4, S SFkelchfEFE A AR R Importin
AE A TIRFERNAZE S8R H, 5 & AT
PERIEE G 53 (AR RV E IR EED, il SRR
REh, KPNBIR A R N, HED S5 LA fEIAR
R KRBT RIS P A KA AT R AT
", KPNBIERBSI ik B, W) H 5 F ARG, 18
FUBRSE B ORISR, BRARE. A0S R S R
1, KPNA2KE R 335 A, HED L5 iR e 2R AH R0,
Miura%$ W SR W], fBRKPNBI 1)/ A K B BIZEAE
W1, — BAEES.SHTAET, U W iZ2E PRI AE /) B ST A
KETHEEEM . A, KPNATHX/N L R
kB A EERTY,

1 ImportinfYE FEL54)

W 9C 22 B3, A HJimportin oV 3 A1 57 Ak I3,
FLEEH B 10~17 40 2 7 A19~1610 N & T-(El1A).
AN A oM. £ () 2 ES] T T [5] 152 4 (open reading frame,
ORF) K /N & AN, HEATRI %S X (coding DNA
sequence, CDS)K 4%, 219w iS530 M AR . K
By /I BRI L 8 [ ol 5 (1) JE R 25 4 5 N ARARL, T
TV SR i R 5 TN A 4 E ) oI R 1R A -4 H A
KR BFIK, ORFKJE B E T, CDSKEH A
KB /DR B #AHIE . TR, /N Rimportin
o R R IE B A H VR R

A —J5 T, N Wimportin BV £ & 224N B R,

(A)
Importin o1 I
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AN AR FFN18~29 N & T(EI1B). A [RIBIE JE 1Y
F NORF A /N 4 19 X CDS K & & & AN A, 9w 65
876~1 115N IR . KR /N BRANBE L [ By
(%) 255 AT &5 1) 5 N REABA, T 22 J157 SR i R 5 T A 286
PP R RN TFHEH . WETHHEH. NET
K R E /DN, ORFK B EA M, eIMCDSKE
HA K. DR S @AM,

2 ImportinZE BRLEH
2.1 ImportinfJ—K L5

— I\ A, importinffjoll FE B = AN R 57 45 1)
I, 43 SIFR NIBBSS sk . ARMEZE by 38 A1 C-i &5 1)
1(C-terminal domain)(FE2A)", IBBZ #1k {i7 FT-N-
g, FHA0 AT R FE R IR L A ), §1 5% Simportin
MIBIE AL & o ARMES IS T P T, ol 2k 5 62
WE A S EAL. EH, ARMEMIRE ZANHE
ARMTT, £:10 B EARME T B — o 1R
S5, MR LS AR R, ol S R R ARG A
IR . C-3im G5 M 97 57 55 A A% P9 1) i 2
[ 201 B %) T S50V R 1 (cellular apoptosis susceptibil-
ity, CAS)ZE &, 145 ol 3 M 41 it A% 5 12 21 41 i )5
IBBZS #4535 A7 — ARk o H AN K 517, ARM
SR IR A — A 5% € AL T Bl (nuclear localization
sequences, NLS)45 A& (47 i, H A 7 5 5NLS
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A: importin aff] %% 51; B: importin BIJSS% 71. HBE R ER RN TALE .

A: different members of importin o; B: different members of importin B. Exons are shown schematically as vertical lines.
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Fig.1 The structure scheme of human importin genes (based on NCBI database)
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SEA L RSB R, ol RS BV A 1) 45 A 0 1 B4 4
HIU-4 4N, Nimportin ol (KPNA2)H) 55 13~5347 2,
SR NIBBZE # I, 5571~4960 I FR TR HE N 10
A H ARML G, 14 BRARMES 35, 5545~5467 M
NLS, 142~2380 75 WNLSZE &7 1. FCluster XE 14
Ee Xt Nimportin o % 53 IR ISR 41 R, ETHIR
BT HE B R R . 325 F Cluster X3
EExf Ay KB /BB BEE M. SRR RN F5 IR
FF4& U Bimportin ol 2SR T 51 I, EATTI 2 2k
P& 5145 L 70% AR, T EL e AT & 45 IBB4E 1)
WA ARMEZS #6)3(E12B) .-

W7t & 8, JLT-Fr A Mimportin BHR & A B A~
{57 1) 45 #4458, BIIBN N5 K 38 RIHEAT 45 49 38(
2C). IBN_NZERE AL TN-55, H180/4N A A & L
FRILH B, AT LA 5 Ras#l K 4% & H (ras related nuclear
protein, Ran)4% & . Importin B &5 A A 48 1204
HEAT . 70 14 B [FTHEAT 45 14 35, % MNHEAT 5 76 %
37~46N R EE R TR L, P R U B A AR R
BEE LSS . B, Nimportin B1#5521~101
P FE R TR 3L NIBN. NS, 55124~726/0 Z LR
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Importin 13 o] LI e T HH = 963
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N : ey

[] IBN.N domin

B 8 NHEAT B G HEAT S5 K435k, 1% 45 #4380 n]
T¥ Bo-#2 i@ 45 14, 383 A Fe BRSO 3R ) G, 3R T
A5 A R . Importin BRTHEATZS #4458,
5% LE &R IFG-1%fL & H (Phe-Gly nucleoporins)
25515 H Cluster X344 LE X Nimportin B85 J% 51 1]
RER TR, EATR R EERR 75 1 IR~ YRR .
12 FH Cluster XEAFEEXT A KBRS ZANER S BEE £,
AE YN TORE 1 2 G R 0 () importin B1 A Z IR IR 7 41 &
B, EAT RS IR A0 AR AU P IA F90%. T HE
TTTHIN-25 3 & A IBN_ N4 HJI8(E2D).
2.2 ImportinfIE R L5

1E 2 (http://swissmodel.expasy.org/) %} Aimportin
ol Flimportin B AT 5 2% 25 #4) 4 455 < 3, importin
il AIN-IHIBB4E #) 48 Simportin BIINLSSE & (F
3). importin ol ARM&E #4) IN-Jii () — AN d Jie 5 B
YE S S, SMelenFMRIEL R —. 507
i, % BIR A fimportin B1HHEATSS #4938 1 C-3if —
A~ 2 Jig 5 RanGTP(Ran in complex with GTP)45 4,
1M JFRanGTP X 5 #% fL & & #4 (nuclear pore complex,
NPOH HAEH, 5 Conti%!" A1 Cook S5 1 iE — 2 .

( ) . Pt 322329 196 a
H.sapiens BB ARM - ARM — 529
) L 238 252 449
R.norvegicus BB ARM - ARM m— 529

e 322329 496
M.musculus B2 — A ARM 529
j - ikl .
D.rerio BB ARM - ARM 525
=il s i
D.melanogaster BB ARM - ARM — 524
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D) a
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%5 A,
% 4
, %
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2 %,
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A AN %y
G T R, T %
D.melanogaster = 5 H;H;H i‘ 884
% 2, » Lol o (NS o 4
A 1 b 24 y:,*y J?ryy/"’:,;( }':,9 . b)“:)'

Y Ny, Vg
D % %%

[[] HEAT domin

A: Nimportin aff) %% 71; B: AR5 importin a.1; C: Nimportin B %% 51 ; D: AP F limportin B1.

A: different members of human importin a; B: importin al of different model animals; C: different members of human importin ; D: importin Bl of

different model animals.

E2 ImportinZE H LA IEZL (S BBNCBIF UniProt#{ 1 )
Fig.2 The structure scheme of importin (based on NCBI and UniProt database)
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Importin 1

Importin al

al/Bl complex

E3 Aimportin a1, B1Fal/p1E & AR5 FEEARESE CRK[19]1820)

Fig.3 The molecular model of human importin a1, 1 and a1/p1 complex (modified from reference [19])
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E4 Importin/r FHIERHE B EERARES ik 24] 1850

Fig.4 Nuclear import of cargo proteins mediated by importin (modified from reference [24])

3 ImportinEHi IR ARITTE

i 9¢ 2 BH, Importind% LA i 72 18 fi & 2 i
NLSH T8 ¥ & H. 155, importin aff] ARMEZE 4 1,
INLS4: & i i1 5 T8 ) i B INLS4S &, ¥ Biim-
portin a- B EEH Z ot &Y. #5%E, importin aff)
IBBZ 1438 5 BIINLS 4G &, T¥ i 5% ) £ [ -importin
a-importin B=JICE 5. KRG, ZE SV S
RanGDP(Ran in complex with GDP)4E &, T ik 52 4
2 [1-importin a-importin B-RanGDPVY St E &5W). 2
#H, G RanGDPHE— 1 5% ALE A M fLE
H (nucleoporin, NUP)Z5 & (I I 1% 85 A7 T 41 Al it
— M), SERRAE SRR, RS AT A
— k% L B AR A BIAL T 40 M iz — M. &R,
izl Ema g am oo S A b 2 3k 40 i i
Wo HTHNRanGTPIKE R &, Mk /Z H RanGTP
IAC RanGDPRY, J& OB B 184 85 H-importin
a-importin B-RanGTPVU cE &W). Mf)5, 5B IE
254 1) RanGTP # RanGAP(Ran GTPase activating

protein)7K fif S RanGDP, H B¢ il fE . B AE =
MTAEH VU e & A iR ECA B B . importin
offlimportin B-RanGDP. B¥)5k B 7E T MMz N,
importin oJ@ i fiy H 85 FICAS M 41 i 1% 32 7] 21 41 iy
JiY, Timportin B-RanGDP ' ffJRanGDPE % £ {4
W48 5 X T (regulator of chromosome condensation
1, RCC DIE FI K, X #RanGTP# X J& miimportin
B-RanGTPE &4, H 7 i % FLE & R(NPC)E A 4fl
L. 7E 41 i 5% P4, importin B-RanGTP#;RanGAP
/K fif B importin PATRanGDP. 75 B i W [t /&, 7E4H
JLJ5T B G s PR R/ B A B8 H Y importin o importin
PHIRanGDP4E AJ FH -8 —#& TR ¥ 5 1 1) 4 ag 02>
(K4).

WE TR R B, AR TR O W 3 i i B 3R A
8L, fEAS A importin X} B¢ 4 8 R 6 #3514 AN [+], 3 Fof
IR B T BV SR HEAT S5 M 3 1 &5t F A 5, 4%
AR, 256 M RYA R, HRARE, 856 1RYH
ANFl. Wlimportin SFI7(IPOSHIPOT) A 5 1% B 4 &
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HL23A. STHILSH) #% i8], Importin BV IEIE A 5
IPO7. RIPI(receptor-interacting protein 1). Snur-
portin®% 45 &, B A EFEM S G R Y I BE
J1. W), importinff 45k AT ML HRGLE H I 2
P, fffimportin Al | Z L FE IS A R EEH KM, &
F| DA KB AR Y EAR H . [,
YoshimuraZ2 418, importin PH %% 2544 5T i ] AR
PEAEAS AT LU I BN INPCHE N AZ A

77 1H, A importin B A Fi8 B I
A # Fimportin a.  Wlimportin B1 B 2 3 4% 0 2
AN E QSR EAREA K. BTIE
52, importin BELFES N 3 M IS BL ) A R v T
importin /B F 11 B2 W 8 1 #1870,

BannisterZIF 50 & B, P — B iR (cyclic
adenosine monophosphate, cAMP) ) ¥ & 7T 1 45 &
B [ (cAMP-response element binding protein, CBP)
A] LA X importin al a7 Z M4k, 2 B4k i importin
Himportin BH 45 7 B8 12 mi3~41%, W] L BEAL RE
I Fiimportin aff] ¥ 12 & /1. Lieu%EP 4 18, pS3HY
N4> FEi24 0] DURF M HE importin B1ATo245 &,
BH il-importin B1ATa2 % §8 4 & (4 (11 % 35 . HIV-15%
EEmRNA ) 2 HRevE & K & IR 45 14 (ARM).
Hariton-Gazal &5 4t 18, — 485 & ARMM % K 7] A 4%
il fi|Rev Simportin B145 557 /) Ik58H5-6. kary-
ostatin 1 AR 4E B 2 5 n] #1fillimportin o/ 5 [
SPAN 750K it

MicroRNA(miRNA)/E — K 5 19~25 1% H R
AR AL BLEERNA, F] LASE & 248 A mRNA H3'9F 2
T X, g T A1) 2 15T & . miRNAS A U3 B K
B MR T R R . RRITARE .
o R A AR S YA ¢ H AT, miRNAXimportin
RIS AR AT TR, AnSzezyrbatFE R IE, 1
HI 7 A b, TPO7HIZRIE AT #imiR-22 R 1. Bao
SECIRE, R 9 B A ImiR-2235% 15 T [,
KPNAIFIKPNA3ZRIEIETN, ‘B P B AN IRs e, Tk 1k
B % & . Bao%E P THLRNA (interfering RNA, siR-
NAWIHIKPNAIFIKPNA3ZRIE, S 8p65FISTATI N
2 REL, 400 o) 4 0 456 5 0 B A AT R B . NF-«B& A2 2R
THRET Z B s 7, AU S . RAERN . 2
H o> 4. SunfECOHIE, miR-181bid i i 17 L
KPNA4, $1ilp50 K p65HI N 4%, 1 iNF-xB/E 5 8 %
T, BT AR L 28 8 R A R 2 A /K- R 4

B, Tan%5PRIE, KPNA2, Yo iU 2 e BEDNA
&k 4 25 1 1(chromodomain-helicase-DNA-Binding  pro-
teinl, CHDI). .1 MR 42 8 H 1 (growth regu-
lation by estrogen in breast cancer 1, GREBI) = ~3&
YEAmIR-261) #EJE K, 3% FUIRAH ML A= . Zhang
SECSRIE, FERVEAN 2 iR 1 A I ZH 24P, miR-30d
A B PR IRKPNBI A, FEUM R A IE =, BEAIC
g kAR Z . DL ERFFE 2R, importind)) B8 Y 3R 45 5L
RO B FIRIR A R R B H VIR R, HD)
fie B 82 B 0] $22 10 52 miRNA 7> - 1 %, 1X ImiRNA
TBIT RISt 1 Hr a7 #E a

4 Importin5H4%

B EENAEYEIR, X TRV 2R
RAENLIE S TT RCH G YT T715A 21 & . Hanz
SEURIE, R BGIIT, importin PFIE B TF, FEiE
55 I ) AR R E R M A T A . AR AL AE
W58 K BR2/3 VI BR 5 5 10 75 48 R B, importin
aff, 1KPNA2. importin B 2 KPNBIFIPO41E K
BT T AR TP A S B 9, Tkl SAKPNA3. KPNA4.
KPNAG B 7 KPNB3. IPOS5. IPO7FIIPO9%: 5+,
900 FEGH KT b, KRR AR AR IR b B 4
f{JKPNBI . IPOSHIIPO73 538N, KPNA2ZE 1k R %
J2E 3 3 40 L (R KPNA2FNIPO43 3538 N, T4 4
5% 24 LRI SRR A48 M 1) KPNA 2735 5 i1

FE A AR, G0 2R 7 e ) W R A v, il
KPNA3FIBEY BAKPNBI. IPO4% it b i, okl 7
KPNAG6HMIBRE AIPO7. IPOY. IPO13% ik T . £
I d1 3k # A ) importin o FAKPNAI. KPNA3.
KPNAG6FIBR% B1KPNBI. IPO5. IPOII% % I M,
KPNA2HIIPO9Z i T i, IPO4FIIPO7AE 45 6 I i)
RORAE B, AR R AR TR R (R AE TR RS
T A4 KPNAI. KPNA3. IPO4FIPO7% ik |,
KPNA2. KPNAG6. KNPBI. IPOYFIPOIIF % T,
IPOI3Z IR AE A LE I} [A] i 3205 i, A5 LeIf ] fU3R
KR LA ER B, importin 5 AR B V) A L (55 K&
).

5 Importin5HE L%

B 45 0 importin 25 £ A1 D BE B 5E A RN, A
11 % Blimportin 5 2 A i 83 (1) & AEAH G B4, £E
M 22 R, EZH2(zeste homologue 2)3K 1A
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i, MHImiR-30d%% 5%, fE EKPNBIRIE Fif; ik,
HIHIEZH23 1A 5 BmiR-30d% 1A i f5, KPNBIT
ek A, T JRe A0t i 9 T R R i A R TR B AR
KPNA71E Aspc-1FIHs700T %5 Ji iR 8 41 i v 3% 78 7K
P4 Y, KPNATE (T4 BRI A i, 5 P i
AN = PN IR R LN S R S | N1 1)
JI g V252 6 2 A 2H 24 v 18 3 K 7K1 B HE S
Dankof% "1 L, N 7L 96 e 2H 2380 1E 3 20 210
KPNA2ZR 1A [ ii32%, KPNA2K) it % 15 ¢ 38 7L e
S L ) S AT RS, 5 LR R AR AR R AU
Ko HSIRNAPLERKPNA2 G, LM 40 fat7, e
ZHARPO, B P9 41 B MFE-296! 7 fii e 4 ffa 14
(3G 56 52 BH0 ] AH R, %R RIA 5, e 40
088 B 185 9RO e 4TI T KPNA2 A 3 2 T2 iR
J&d & [Kl (pleomorphic adenoma gene 1, PLAGI)¥; iz
A%, HAEH ZPLAGTH T il EE PR 450 . Tan%%507)
8, FUAR R B miR-263% 75 K T BRI, JLsn it
CHDI. GREBIFIKPNA2/) 315 KF 5 2 1 &
[E 4G # iRk, KPNA2IE I FEKDNAB R B A
o R OE A M UR T AR, 8 AR g 0
THHEIZZ 5 MR RIE K, LiSE*HRIE, Oct4
KPNA2ZE 3 7K~V 18y 15 AH 9 b 2 328 I s 4 i 5
W B e R e S5 IR T Octd 1 N % 1] i HKPNA2AY
Fo Gousias%EPMRIE, B IE 40 R IR IE A # S
KPNA2Flexportin 1(CRM1)3R A K ~F 38 A ¢,
HREAAME EE N EFEMHEL. & TKPNA2KIX
K5 22 bR AH S, A AN E ATy —Fh
i B4 Jie g 4 AR BT I R R IT AR 5
I HLE DIAROR, BT 6= A %00 B2 W T B,
A /D ER 7> bR 8 w43 UL, R HURH &
ZWC R, BRI R L. % TKPNA2
CYE IR PR EY), X EA RN e M BATEE
W B EL )R AN, B AR IR T X L R T TR B
5, RER AR X R 2R N R K PNA2EE R 3EAT A2
YRR IR o

BRERR, FLRE. 45 E . 40 s A
308 A0 B A% R 19 2B K 2K 52 A (growth hormone
receptor, GHR)7K 1 ¢ =%, Importin a/B4% iz %
Ga AR RZEMBE S REEKE 746
85 [-2(insulin-like growth factor-binding protein-2,
GFBP-2)P ez NA%, Ja 8 Wos I v B AE KA1
(vascular endothelial growth factor, VEGF), {2 1§ 4

i 2 43 b T 2B LR T BT, 26 W importin a/BEEE (7]
Bs 5 R

6 Importin5EH &R

AiF 5% 3 B, importin5 — & FAth 52 995 11 & 2B AR
xK, BN, FEIgAF 7 K Y, miR-2233% 38 T i,
KPNAIFIKPNA3E & i, 5805 i 5 40 i vs 1k
FI'EF % K AP PaciorkowskiZ5PSHIE 78 N, KPNA75E
AR5 B LI /NIRRT S ) LR ZERE A OG . A HRIE R,
importin a/B71 FSET A%, Fil 7K ¥ i L (Alzheimer’s
disease, AD)E  Jixi N 1 81 FISET/K - 2 3 14 w1, wl g
Himportinfi ¢, importin aif 7] LA Fo- S fil#% 5
(a-synuclein, a-syn)i%ia A%, %8 H I R FHPC12
SHMIAICS 7N BRI HH e 4 2R PROB AH 2C BRREARD . itk
Ah, NFLSRIE R BT AL, N S % R FERE s 25
AV, N EZLEES, 2R E
FIORFS7), 4 Jg W #ECHE [, 23 Py 3ihr T g 78
T3 B3 AK 50 T VRGP 9 15 AK 5 R 1 IR 3A) AR
1581 & Bimportinf iz #k N4HMUR%, HAEARMZ A 58
B . Ak, DuSECHRE, 5 g RR3C
JE P EKPNAL, MIHIJAK-STATIS 5 I8 E TG 1E, 27
BEARTUAE R IR F0 g% S S ) — PP ML DA B A
FEERELW], — LR EAK 72 L HFEEIE EMim-
portin¥% iz 3k N A A%, HE TR0 BAZ N S A 2, itk
FetE PO R EE DA T St TRt L, @il T
PlimportingZik, PR EEA 50 8 H g gk N A A%

7 NG

gk BTk, H i AT importin I R 458 . 85
B4, TWE s hLbliar 77z, K
limportin5 Ff A= JMRg A HAD 0 A — 58 U AH O
P, AR HAE LS T 2> 5 JE 75 24 sk
PR 515 PRORER A 45 &, BF Cimportin I 7E A J 3
5 058 2, 9 B AH B0 (1) < AR ATL B RN AL fr)
TBYT BE B
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