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Structure and Function of Proprotein Convertases

Wu Wenfeng', Zhang Juanhui*, Tang Songshan'*

("Biochemistry and Molecular Department, School of Basic Courses, Guangdong Pharmaceutical University, Guangzhou 510006,
China; *Center of Reproduction & Infertility, Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology, Guangdong Provincial Corps Hospital,
Guangzhou Medical College, Guangzhou 510507, China)

Abstract Precursors of polypeptide and protein hormones are maturated through the processings of
proprotein convertases, and/or carboxypeptidase, amidation enzyme. Proprotein convertases play the most important
role in the process. Proprotein convertases consist of nine endoproteases with Ca*’-dependent endopreolysis
activity, which is closely correlated with many physiologic processes, i.e. the maturations of peptide and protein
hormones, membrane receptors, and some viral proteins etc. They also are closely correlated with many diseases,
i.e. cancer, cerebral apoplexy, diabetes, and lipid metabolism disorder. The structure and function of proprotein
convertase is reviewed in the article.
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53 -

F MBI 2R 1) S5 R AR DR PET 9, e iZ AL Ik 2
HA 7] — 2 5T i Bl i 25 40 M R 5T 3R Dt
(propiomelanocortin, POMC) Il T 1% 24 5K .

U L ) ) 1 3K 26 o 1 Il PR Ol DR B e A
(proprotein convertases, PCs), J& 22 % [ £ 171 i 2<%,
EATIAE T i, i 1) e X 1% A I 28 4
TR, 78 WA RE N TR B A BT JLAR A )
AR A FF 1 1) Subtilisin 11 /B £F Kexin, T LAYFZ
SCHR SRR 4 Subtilisin/Kexin 5 14«

JNAHAEARH I, AATTR B AR Az
A AE T IR B 1 BT () B B, I 2 B K i g
()AL HE IR B = 483 o, e B 45 4
LS PSRN O TR % N g & N1 D N EOR (B E s -4 SN
MIHE A FEPe 8 & L. aEsh et e A4l
I AMEE R AE,

5T AT A 2 4y B I 2, SR, HH
A 40 i P AR AL 1) 2 08 B R = ] EE (R A I T BBt
SN, R K. HE19844F, 5 [H Julius 5k I,
P BEKex258 28 AR AN e 7 A I8 BE 183 DR - 70 %A B3
R, AR BB R AN T, ok B T % AR N
(RREN . Kex 25k DR 1R R B K FL T e 1A [ B, R K
T R AR TS i A Kexin 5 T FL30 )
PCYEYyfie BRI, 8 3 i — 3 41 R s
(R ECRR, A W oy 1 AW 5 7, & R I PCE A
WARGR AR

1 [FERETEAS MM TR S

Ji B 3 AR I 4y 92K, 43 il /&PC1/3. PC2.
PC4. PC5/6. PC7/8. Furin. PACE4. SKI-1/S1P
FIPCSKO., J5U AR [ A Wi U3 AR 11 3R AR 0 16 Jin
AV R BRI I — P 41 A (K/R)-(X)n-(K/R) | BR(K/
R)-(X)n-(K/R)-R| &5 4, n=0, 2, 4186, XFEKCysFh K
1B R 2 R R

H & B, AR PCXT LR 4 1 g D47 5
BRI (1) 17 51 AN [ TR 5K, 8 22 ek M D g
T8 JE Y. MajumdarZ5:PV k% B, SKI-1/S1P/K fi# i
W) 1 C-3i A7 HR/K-0-9-L/S/T|, 024 BCysbL #h 1
1T R W IR IR IE, o i /K & LR 7% FE . Bergeron
SN0 5 B ad L IR 0 T 5T, R IR L KA A7
AL MHVISKR|ST. Dey%!"k B, FurinX] 4 K
W R T 2R )5 (proGHRH) 7EN-iig 4k 7K il A7 £
RXXR|/RXRR|HI i f5 HIPC1/37EC-iiy 7K fiff A7 A

RXRXXR|. Siegfried%5!"2 k% i i /N # 4 AE K A 7
PDGF-B 1 X /K fRA 15 A RGRRy, | F1 B Ji5 7K A 1
ARPVT gl . ScamuffaZEl™& I, prohepcidinff) 7K fi#
A7 5 HRRRRRso{ DT

2 RERETESN

WY 7L 2 ) Jit o P P A il o T 1 DA A A R AR
WORST, WEE TR Bk, MEACE . PAS I
AT R B (). PIARRB L & 2 A g,
FRPPE IR 5 H . 1o SPCR IR T M JE
G5 K SR AN Coi i 9% A #4380 PC1/3. PC2HIPC4s2 W]
VMR T, D5 5 5 R sl B SR A B, A g
A K [ Ser/ Thr & (112«

20054, HenrichZE' 5 Yk & & T FurinfllKex2
fRHE A A AT 4 AR (K2)
2.1 E5K

{i5 5 K (signal peptide) &+ 4 i A 1l 73 Wb 55 11
JU, EATT NS AR AT AT — SR R IR B, 722k
TR I B — F A5 5 IR 2R, 3K Bk SRR Ay pre 4
¥ PCHI 5 22 F B4 5 IR B 17-24 S FE R I
B, N-Jii 5 AT B S A, C-d A2 IR 1 AR Bk, o ) 2 i
KX, 55 5 IR G 2R 8L
2.2 HilE

{EA5 5 IKP 51 2 )5, PCE A — BL1004N 28 S 1R
BRI A IR T AR IR, 1K BUIR SRR Ayproli i, XFRTT
f(pro-Domain). VTFEARAIN, BIIRAERES TS
BT AR P o) 5 AR A O, R P Bl B R T
(S L

RT3/ T4 (ERTIREE M A
Bt B R TR A X, X A& PC H & TR 85 D) R 47—
WIS V) #I75 Bt (primary activation cleavage seg-
ment, KRRTKR o7} D1os V) A1 25 035 1) 1) 35 Bt (sec-
ondary activation cleavage segment, VTKR75YS77]).
55— R BY Dt <10 min, & 58 30T B AR (AL IX

JiE W SEROZ LR IS, BED) R IR RS ATS g5
B A G A, — RIS i B PR 1 1 e o v AR R Y
(TGN)H, fE8 BT T 55 — IR G218 8 V)tin<2 he 2
TRBIY)E LA T GOE DR B s AR VIR . 5
TWRVIBR W BT RS L AR e, R R EuaT
PCHF T IRRE 8. X Pl ok 5 vk [ £ BY 1) A% i 2 1
IR I R, JEPC 1 B 1) — ROk UE 7 200
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1 2728 111 112 504 505 592 762
PCI [SP] ProD | Catalytic D [PDJ \
1 2627 109 110 439 440 594 595 659
PC2 [SP] ProD | Catalytic D | pD | |
1 2526 115116 459 489 564 652 700 709 729 755
PC4 [SP[ ProD | Catalytic D HPDH CRR HTR[ ]
1 5253 78 83 571572 595 662 700 1744 1764 1860
PC5/6 [sP] ProD H Catalytic D | PD [HcrRR}H TR |
1 5758 141 146 454 525 616 668 688 689 785
PC7/8 [SP] ProD Catalytic D H PD
12425 107 110 475 484 570 584618 716758 794
Furin ‘SP‘ ProD H Catalytic D H PD -
1 63 64 149 158 481 539 629 695 930 969
PACE4 [ sp | ProD H Catalytic D FHPpp H CrRR [ ]
1 1718 186 218 414 651 724 999 1021 1052
SKI-1/SIP [SP] ProD | CatalyticD | PD F{TR] |
1 3031 152153 425 426 692
PCSK9 [SP]| ProD | Catalytic D \ PD

SP:f5 5 Jik; Pro D: Pro4#43; Catalytic D: L5 FyIk; P D: PE5HIk; CRR:AEMEAER F 5 X, T R: X O: JhAthlx .
SP: signal peptide; Pro D: Pro domain; Catalytic D: catalytic domain; P D: P Domain; CRR: cysteine-rich region; T R: trans-membrane region; [1: other region.
Bl REBHTEREN

Fig.1 Structure graph of proprotein convertases

(A)

Catalytic
domain

(B)
Catalytic
domain

A: Furin; B: Kexin 2. AN 578 TR SRR 5, 0 PR L R S S BRI AT L [T B, PAS RSB AR o

A: Furin; B: Kexin 2. The two proteins show similar crystal configuration. Their catalytic domains are spherical and center-pitting and their P domains

show like barrel.

&2 FurinfiKexin 2% B B @R IKE M (IRIES % THk[14]1&820)

Fig.2 Crystal configurations of Furin and Kexin 2 proteins(modified from reference [14])

VIR B HT AR IO AE R 48 AR AR 1K, LB il PC
(135 707, G Furin 57 44 T B Furin R 001 50k
14 nmol/L, PCT¥ H 44 Ik 42 1l ZAPC T 1 HIIC50 4
0.4 nmol/L, Fr 5 AR =1

FI Ry ME — 3R 75 10 2k 57 [ 88k 2 85 HPC1/3, iX
AT IRAT P AN BT AT kT AT PY A BT 8 1) B O

= B ¥5 45 KJ(open sandwich anti-parallel-o/ anti-
parallel-B)!" . il FLANHIPC 1) T4k 45 1 [R] P PEAR MK
2.3 fElbatat

W38 2 )5 10 b 45 7 38 catalytic domain) Hi
300/ Ao A A R AR FE A e % IXAE — it 1
L 5 ORS FEM B B A BEBPNA — s (1 [R5
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(25%~30%). 1E i 3. 3h YIPCZ 17, [A] Y5 1% 35 3
50.1%~68.5%, . f% fr 57 [F] 2 i AL — A DHS 24 &
P B ik S LB () )75

PCAHE Ak, 45 R 35k () % 0o A v B2 1 il 1R 74 P AT
=N BCPAT B JZRE s, 3XAN v )2 XA 74> A1
WEE A AN R BRI Se K [RN-i A4
kexinfEEREIR . (R FLBIPIPCHIkexingy 17, 4L
G5 K6 I PR 20 Tk A B A2 B Cani=Cago F1 C03-Cass,
PC5HIPACE4IE A Ci2-Cias) o fHAFT RS2, WA
JONS RICHRAE, WIFurin(?) CrosFl Coshk 2, 7T PCH?
e LRY -

PCI Ak 38 1 R DL 6 Ca®* 85 1 1R M i 78 o
T Ao 6 AR P 6 Ca™ IR ORI 7 5 b O AN 58 4 A 7],
1B Ik $50%0§ 35 /), Furin, PC1LFIPC24) 1) 75 B
0.2 mmol/L. 3 mmol/LF11.0 mmol/LiJCa*". &4
FEAAT R, d123 22 (R F0 41 fi P 45 45 # 2 T) Ff) Ca*
WS 2 AR K, DRI AN [R) R Ca® ¥4 58 b 1 ok 1 15 %
WG S EEE . EPCH T, IR RHEE
LR AT I Haga i S A4 BN S SR8 . PCYREAE RN 7
AT 35 45 Nuao FIN3g7(Furin FIPC1) s Nz N (PC7)+
Niso(PC1). Nig(PC7)+ Naos(PC5, PC7 HI PACE4).
Niso(PC2) N33 (PCS)4E, e AT T 4k 45 K4 355 1) T
uiig, BEREA TR 5 IR I 4561
2.4 PZEHIE

P45 #438(P domain)%] T-PC 1) H £ PE R TLAE
AN, — R B T IERT S, R T
IR TE ko 2% 45 0 5 b 5 g a0 et AR 5 1) i 7K
YEFIAH LIS S . PSR I8A734.6%~54.9% 1 [R] Y 1 o
T b 2SR FR AR A R, UF BPC LIPS F S06) T
W R E M Ca i R e S pH T AR
L (EPE I A &, AR ST B UK A
RRGDL, 1 [JRGDAE b 4 2 1 £ 1 kA 25 1)l
AMES, fEal R ENE TR EEWAE R TR R
N, AR SRAR G, PCLAE N 5 M FR IR ISR K
NBE, RS R g A IR KA . AT
RS 5l T AT &, LS TR0 S
SER 2 RIS AR, fEPCAY Trh, BR T Dandh, 12
S YW g 3 B2 P A5 R B M A 45 RS TR L/ V os i 5

P& R E — AN B 45 ), XA 45 1) i
AN B DY BB 2 A8 e, AT Tl N — A 5 7K
oty BT PCTAHIkexingb, & PCAH —ANFH
1 B Cy50-Ca77, PCTIEA — AT I B Cs07-Csago  £EP

GER L, TR FL494F1504 o TV AE PENBE S AL A7

b T T/E/Ssshk B, A% FE AT 7 PC1/3 M 1 P
2.5 ZEHtE 2z (8] BY ERE

G RSl 2 TR) (R BAE A PCH 2 — B0, 5k
¥ RN, kA BUPC(chimeric PC)45 Ky on 1 B E
P45 ) 358 5 DR R B2 Al 3t R A 0 R e 5 e A &5
Ry RIBE 28 o i /K 1k B I 22 B OR <7 PR b A7 AE T PC oy
T NN T SPE M M &Y. fE PCor T
I:P 5 {% ? E,:JR5|9'D30]$DD522-R498§J\¥Z [‘Iﬂ ﬁj\ %]J ﬂéﬁi JjII:IIII?.
B, PR B E s A1 Quar (1N 55 Risor FHH 05 1 U 4% 43 1)
T Ry A B e PCATI Rais-Dswotih B . B TPCT5h,
HEPCHIR10sGDsoo 2 BRGD & 14 o
2.6 AIETE

Furin, PACE4MIPC5[#) 1] 42 5 Bt (variable seg-
ment) (5 2Lz, R I RS I Cys-
rich region), {H fEPC4FIPCTH 7] A% 45 Bt A 0 .
FurinRIPCS 5 47— A1 52 A R 11 1 IR g i 14+
BN D2 R F & X, AR X MR SE IR DR
SR 45 1) 7 3C-Xo-C-X3-C-X5.9-C-Xo-C-Xs.15-C-X-
C-Xo.1eZ 0 2 E LMY Y, WPCSESIE K7
%, Furin 2R &, PCSBH 22K B A, IXFF it
AMREREIPHIN IR ATE R .
2.7 BEREEEAE

Furin. Kexinll JKPCSBHE 5 47— AN b /K 2E (1)
195 55 45 #4) 15 (trans-membrane domain), LA 35 Bl &A1)
Bl A€ AL 40 9 BER S5 4 . PC1/3. PC2FIPC4
& I VR T, FLAS R N S IR A R e, H
ATTER CoR i > B 20 ol T R Pk kR T 45 44, 5 IR
T AT R R EY /B I 45 AL AR AL . 1% 45
AT — FhpHAA I IR B &5-5 D Re, vl BeAEf & N 2
WA G0 R K 5 P U 2R B A 2R O TR RS Al R ok B —
SE IAE R
2.8 REIREEHE

PENRIX 2 5, 3BA — B /INAN[R] 1 i S 45 4 45
(C-terminal cytoplasmic domain). CL£84E, ZEFurin
PR X, 2 /DAEAE = A BB E 5 X, Bl sk
111 R 4515 5 (cell surface tethering signal). P &15 5
(multiple internalization signal)FI1 1 2 JE R ‘& 45 45
¥t (acidic cluster motif). iX46(5 5 X §5 T & B
Je I FurinfE 40 f ) 25 E &5 f b iz e A . MR IX
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5518 Z WP A EAR T, %) Hh 52 i Furin /e 41 i
FRhER R B D RER
29 EMERKX

T PCI ) 45 45 [X (substrate binding regions)
B S s T AR IR T A RO, = s B PR Bk
HESs68/Hioa/Diss M) B RE VEAL fUHEZIAE Py, FArb i
AR IEHR LR Dok . R Fg2h%
AN F0 MR BT 1, 2222 S AN IR, HELE R
YIHES T 5 SWasaGP 2 724

3 RER¥TEAIIEE

Ji H 1 e AR T 1 3 ) e e AR B IE S N
WosEHT A A, g N D)V 2 )RR 1 IPROGE 14,
fEILEE TS, A R BT Re s iR an T

PC1/3: 5T & B, /N BPCL/33E R i bk J5, 5
S T R G i B, PC /338 o 1 1 10 4 i 41 i
DAL 7 [ 73 WA R 56 R fo i i bl 45 T 2 R A . 4
PCI/33E R R A2 58 AR I, 2 5 SO BER, 7] B id K
B, PC1/3 0] LU 3E 1E 55 1 A8 1) 7L AR 40 i A= K27,
PC1/338 ik i T Jit & ifiL Bl 25 FF 25 4 ) (proGlucagon-
like protein, GLP)** = GLP-1MIGLP-2 ¥ 1. K A1
PC1/347 T m ML (1 A 125,

PC2: GagnonZ5XHEXS LU 57 & TN, PC23E A
i B /0 B D T 0 B B SR L B S N BAAIG L A
BAARG — 226 of 3 b O T IR K P 5. WESTER 1, PC2
PR RE I, R4 /IS B TEASSZ B IR i 1) 55 o)
PC2IERIAG 25 5 i O LR AER Y, PC2AE 4 B i) 431k
R A o [ A T ) A L

PC5/6: W53 W, PCS/63 £ In T 1 5 N 5 ()
$ L F ot IR (AN B, HEIPCS/6 14 3% 1k mT LA
TR B (V1 FHEY . Heng 2505 HR0E, PCS/61E I il T
EBP50%5 [, Wi 17 Ezrinf [ 1020 2 DL 55 40 i o
AR AR H S m A IR IR B IR . PC5/6R] LA TR
W 3 JOP 988 1) o AR BORIPCS/6 9% 35 1) /N Bl L A Ik b B
WAMOEHE. SRR R E RS, LR,

Furin: #f50 &I, Furinfil TIBVISE G0 T
993 #5060 N S 40 41 B 1K U PE RS furinJE TR K R 0K
R 08 17 I 98 110 A4 AR 7 o A 22 1Y, I Furin
7 240 1 2 T8I 1) T 57 7 A7 v] DA ARG o 40 R ) 3T g
J7UO ML P R A S Furinfr) Bk 2% £ 5 2500 i 18 T
AR 5 5L BE T, Furindf 56 35 28 45 4 3776 A
s 55 AN fuarin 5 DR] 2k 3R 05 0 108 N 28 50y ik o A s

Pl EEE-1,

PACE4: PACE4{E & 85 WL or 4t My IR A & AN
B A Pl 2 A K 7 THI RS T A 1),

PCSK9: PCSK9i it 4 il Ik 2 B2 15 & 11 2 kK
SP-3JE  E [ A TR PCSK 9L DX 1) 5848 £ it j e
Gt S MRS A (1) v JH T e R

SKI-1/S1P: 5T IE, FHISKI-1FE 1k, W] LA
] = ST o 47358 R 4 S Ol A B A AL
4 RE

PCHE 2 2% A R 43 9 B8 96 v B b 0 AH )
A4, A ) TR R 25 ) on T 22 B 10 0 i AR e AR
E LRI AN R () R

FEE PN 43 A R N A = B 2 N-si hn T,
IR, S DA A RN ity 1) s 1 1 8 2k I Bk 3
LR g A OR02 lygp i T, anPCAE, A IR
()N DI R, C-sn 1, WO FE KB E(CPE) R BE Ak
M (PAM)SE, FI 7 & M A IR I C A B AN DI Bk
MR IEIR, 5 e 10 IR BEC AR i JE ok i 3. D)
IR C i 0 155 4 28 P 23 W I i A R O

BT s B 5 AR Wl b 22 b AR B R BN 1O
PIFHOG, "EATT G A 16 TT 2 Bl (1) 2 A
VI 2253 (1) A A1 B A D B 1 e AR T e L R A A A
PP AR AR, TR U 4 D B R AR R R P, A g
IR BN TT IR R H . 14 2 SOk, $a R
sl 28 Py 23 0 SR sl IC B DR (1 3Rk, gl vl DA il AH O
JigRg, R P T U 2R R TR 3R R A KB R R R
()5 B0 AR B 231 98 R VR T L g A A, T
T 9 1 i B 00 TR g A i MR IR O v, e
5 I 28 P 2 A TR AR B B IR A DG BE R B 25 )
Rz 4x, DR JEER 10 TR A 94N, 1Rl P 43 ik
kD350 M. Bl R a1 AR I 45 R AR
BUI IR I B, 2 S A DG 098 1R ¥R T 7 RS W B A1 11
WG TT 1) o
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