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e iR 70 A I P RS s R AR 1
JE WA, B e, PGCs— 2 B4 2 K 1 1k L

Z AT AN I an BRI 5 1 73k
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HIRZ JG. VLN B, PGCsIf)fivia YL e il 43
B o, fEIRG R B 555~6K(days post coitum, dpc)
e A5, — /N BE IR T0 I Z (proximal epiblast, £7 T JR
9 L 0K U 1) 41 sz R Ak AL 2R R AR A IR,
extraembryonic ectoderm, ExE; & Wi NI )Z, viseral
endeoderm, VE) T 7394 1) JE 4 & A= B2 H (bone mor-
phogenetic proteins, BMPs). Nodal. Fgf8%5 1% T,
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PGCsH R4 s 2 5, 3L (0 —8 4 40 L Ae W i &
B7.25 dpe, R4 AR S B R 52 2, TR RGRIA
Blimp1.Prdm14. fragilis. Stella & B P+ B 2l (alkaline
phosphatase, AP M 52 BH ¥ JPGCs. 2 Jii, PGCs
W ) I N IT A, 20 IR FE LT 1Y) 5 75 )R 4% (posterior
primitive mesoderm) |4 Ji5 i N it )2 (hindgut endo-
derm), Pt 5 7£8.5 dpcif i J5 1 & 15 W & M (dorsal
mesentery) A I fify t 2k (midline) J 46 [ J1E ity 73 00 1)
AETHISIT RS . #E12.5 dpeZ B, K% HPGCsLLiE A
AEBEI, A AETE I 2 AMAPGCs K 2 P T2(E1)
1.2 PGCsHI M b BB R EEFHIF MK
PGCsHIik AEFHIG 5, K LT e Ty, B 5 15 i
AN RA Z W RerE, ARG TR ALY A d&*ﬂlﬂﬁ
AR E A e [, SIS R A B A A R A AR B REAT
F T G A PRI ol AN (), 52 A4 B URS PN TR 15 g i,
AR B BEAH B AT P RPN [ B 07 2 M AR BE REA
LA 5 75 40 S8 BRI G /G, A1 H AR JS (R 7~10 R 2
WA, FFUIREr 2, SRS IR A . HIORs R4
W ORORS BEAL ARG 1 LA B B EPE 25 BR AL
WA RS 22 AR B0 J5 BT 13.5 dpeidh N 57— Tk ik 4L
YT, S EIN . GRS, 2 A 5 4
JH A s ARG, HE O AT A FF AR 58 — IRy 240
H ARy 2L IR T i b, A
15 28 1) 42 P34 1% (retinoic acid, RA) & Stra8r) 1E .
Bowles %5 FIRA J& 8l 45 R 155 BE DR S 36 it 9T
KL, RASRAS A % B WRALDH2) J2 i it
510 dpef W A = A, H T R IS ) R
TR, 55 A s B AR, RA W] B2 18 I I8
HROE A UE N ARSI, 5 B Stra8 LA S s b i Sk

KIScypl Dmel%5 131K, 753 A2 58 BF 40 I T 46 5
Hor3 . RAGHi D675 (M EFCY P2B 1R Ak A= B Ui
I, T PR AERA, AHRAR D, W Z4AE IR
JIE 390 (0 A 2 2 R A0 M A5 LA, ECYP2BLR
KA/ B, Stra8 Az Scypl 45 E13.5 dpe i1k A 5
U v e IS, S B AR B REAN M E13.5 dpe BRI T
HENICE Y 2L, A0 AR R AR T, A
[FIFE, Stra8KE R 5 (1) 715 BRUPE IR it 0T R0 A A= Ml 2
B RE A0 M 98 B o3 24 52 FHL, 75 3 IR /DN SRR RS BE 4
LTS i PE DR 2R B AT AT
1.3 PGCsTER PP RMEEERR
PGCs[HTE R ELHE T L7 L FIE: 5 éJ\/JMm

T 1115 7 (BMPs. Nodal. Fgf8%%); {A4M i diriz i)
Hil(Blimp1); FMLIsE A% b5 i 1 228 (Blimp1/Prdm14) &
Z e VE I 4EF7(Octd. Nanog. Sox2. Blimpl/Prdm14
) o T AT R B IR A, XS B S
KRB TR EE () SCRF, 2840 A5 R & B )
WFUEA EATE A, Hur R 2 A TEPGCs /{6
R IR PR G BEAE FH IR R DR K 22 DAy 5 DR R ok S 46
IS
1.3.1 BMPs#APGCs#iuay x4tk 5T -
Tk, 7R A 1415 dpe, EXE(BMP4/8b) 2 VE(BMP2)jik

R4 WBMPs. BMP%%@J&%AMBm%%%%,
3 3 Smad1/5/8 1) i 2 At 14t — & 5 Smad4 ¥ ik
AR, NAZBAE T )2t Blimp 1 FIPrdm 1438 3%, %)
PGCsHFiEE T 2 0 B IR ™', Ohinata5 U F
YingZ " PNk, EXEZM A FBMP4 4 PGCsEL [ 32 22
BT, a2 CHE 2, BMP25BMPAZE #4 F A7
TEARALYE, 7E/NELS dpelliJif (9 VESH J i b 2Rk,

5 dpe 6.5 dpe 1.25 dpe 8.5~12.5 dpe
o s
b= rm
ExE: BMP4/8b ! ’{“}'@u\‘ﬁ* ¥
AVE: ExE: BMP o\ q <
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Fig.1 The signaling pathways and transcriptional regulation in fate specification, migration, proliferation,

apoptosis and gamete formation in mice
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SRBMPAF F RN, AL 4 B AE H; TTBMPSbI 4% VE
B E, 550N IE P IR 2 11 5 (anterior viseral endo-
derm, AVE)[{ {5 5, Al A 52 21| 5 & = BMP1;
ST THUME J2 40 i ] LA ¢ % W PGCs.  fEBMPAH
510 AT AR ALy i 3 2 5 B0 FRPGCs (1)
TE 1S . 1, BMP45kBMPSEE 455K 17N T
5 N JCPGCsIH T 1 Blimp 1) A1 PGCs ) £k
TEAEBMP22G B R W kDU Alk2. Smad1/4/5
) 55 R il I 2 4 5 BPGCs T J Bk [, /N BN 2R
HU0, 5S4k, Wat, FGF. Activin/Nodal%(5 5785
5 TPGCsIF) I i Wat3 18 2k 7N B JG % A Blimp 1/
Prdm14 ) PGCsTE B 11 Smad253 25 5 #{Nodal.
Fef8RIA K, 2 A THIE 2 41 i JE s PGCs'
1.3.2  Blimpl#=Prdm14%PGCst9 7 At £ % & &
a9 4E Blimp 1 4 7 s i 8 7, 7% —ANAK
Uit [RIPR/SETES K 38, 5/4NCHL 41 B I B 25 e 22 18 1)
BEFR 45 R FICA Uity 1) 8 1% X 3k . Blimp 15 WIAE
— /N BB 5 15 T BN M 28 K 20 A0 11 5 TR e
Ohinata %5 1id jok 55 PR i B A2 15 2838 R S 56 19 40 A
R, Blimp1 75 IR J166.25 dpcftIPGCsHif 4 1 Bl 7 %5
FERRIK, YR Blimp 1 (1) /)N S AEPGCsTE B 1) 4139 5t
2552 B B . Prdm14F1Blimpl [&] Ff 44 7 — MPR&E
sk, FEAE 5 5> Blimp 1 BH P (19 PGCs I A4 4 g 7 Rk,
{HAE Blimp 15: DR 6 25 (R PGCs i A&+, Prdm 141 £ ik
IEH, R Prdm 141 3Rk 2 /D LEYT AN 52 Blimp 1 (1)
W, AT T Blimpl 2 AMNEAE Y, (£ Prdmi4
iR SAR () /N B R R B PGCs I TE I, A T IE 5K
T Blimp1 } Prdm 143 % PGCs ] 435 1k #2 5 B /1) 1
F©24, Blimpl & Prdm14[£) % i5 ¥ 52 BMPs () B £
P9, AN, WestZ5: P4 3 Blimp 1 /& microRNA-Let7
M —ANEEER o Lin284iht—FhmicroRNAZE 5 5 1,
5 Let7/F) iy 4R A 45 45 B 11 3 al PimicroRNA Y HE i,
PRk, Lin2878 ml i jof i) 42 1E 1 45 Blimp 1 [ 3R 1A 2K 5%
PGCsH & .
wn ERrR, PGCsIE O M — /M T )2
20 6 ) A 41 P s e R, TSR 2 AR, R R AR
MIEALBRE AL o AEBlimp I HE R 6K I PGCs 1,
Hoxb 15520 W A 2 5 DR IR SR IR F kI 3 2%, Sox23&
BB F34h, AncelinfEPOE ST R I, KA R H
BE 4G 7% W Pront5 fie A BLimp A FLAE F B RO 544, 15
/N Fi8.5 dpelit i FIPGCsH 175 S H2A/HA-R3 ) &5 J&
AL, fERAE11.5 dpel, Blimpl-Prmt54 (1 H &

A 40 T i e 7% 31 40 T 5, 5 3UH2 A/HA-R3 (1) 2
FHeAk, HMBlimp1 52 M PGCsP) 41 & (&, HIE K
ol k25 G BPGCs KM B AL AR & 7 . 5Blimpl A
[A], ZEPrdm 148k 5 IPGCs T, Sox23% ik T &, XM
AR B 4L 3 3L (H3K9me2, H3K27me3)
IR 52 B3 Wi, {H Hoxb 1 5544 40 i b 75 2k PR 1) 3R 3K 1
W, B A Prdm14 7] DA A PGCs ) 4 W 15 4% 5 35,
Ja 8 2 BeMEFE R, (FAS BRI i 44 40 i b s kR (1) 3
J‘$[24]O

1.3.3  Nanos 5 4% %, i & 2 78 e 0T A F 6918 )
Nanos F AT 534 i : Nanos1 . Nanos2 flINanos3,
Y B BE AR 45 M I RNASE 4 85 H . Nanos#ix F
7E R i Bl I, TPGCs AR 4N i iy iz i, £ fig
PERI3RAS, MPGCsIIE AR . fEFLEh P,
Nanos {75 52 A2 iy 305, DR BR a5 167 Bl JF
WA AR BE R B 7 TR R B, X R R BT I
J 53 TA) (1) B 8 TT 4% 38 B ™7, Nanos27E /s BRI iR
13.5 dpc, RIPGCsiT#% 31| A5 5e I ) (¥ R 11 24 58 1k 40
Mo b TF 4R 3Rk, fENanos258 7 ) /N R, K 11
KA %2 T LA, Kk, Nanos24E 3E XS 1 1) & 1
XTPGCs ¥ & 5 I L%, {HNanos3 AN [F], 75
INERIEART.5 dpefIPGCsH B T dR 1A, — B AESL 3
PGCsHIIT B M B . Nanos3#i 2k 1) /N B TC 16 76 IE
o WE P R A A B A0 MR TR B, 5 Prdm 1411) 5
DAL i I /s B R BB 2B, 1 Nanos 3 R A2 5] it %
MRS R AR, R, 2 FBPGCsHPH TP,
T3 4b, Tulaton 65 3w A VR iG F 40 i A4 40 o 4 A4
#, 1l Nanos K 5 7 N FEPGCs |1 JE Bl 1 IR 42 b A
Af /D[R, BT NanosKE D5 Dy ReAEmli Ll #h BA Ok
S

1.3.4  DAZIL R Rk A £ 58 e T i 69 4F )
DAZZK IG5 2 — AT A 40 b A R e 1 Ak 1)
RNA%S & 8 H, B HARNAL & X (RPM) K244 5
FE R 4 A M DazE )7 5. DAZKIEH — AN ik,
TR S 5 e A 125 Gt fk b IBOULERE A,
TE £ P P 2 40 1 A 5 40 T b S R 0As AL T3S
et Ak b 1K) Dazldk X AR MES) P 1 AE Bl 40 i h 2
185 BEAL R H I B e IR DAZFE R R AR 2 NSRS ik
ZARE R G R IR, ARy R KRB Y)
J NS ) A A0 i a2k, I bl T DR A o A L
EYJetafk ERAZ A, 5Dazl{ft i 74 B
90% 1) A PR s A5/ B, Dazli - 7E11.5 dpellh
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JE FRIPGCs ] Bl & 3], B S5 7114.5 dpef) 2B 5
Ji b A BE REAR O W oD, BT AR 15.5 dpel A7
R AT BEA MO O S L R T RPIRES, BEE
IS [) 4% 0 T 40 Jf I 22 a3, o 2% 3 SUE
SMEPE N A ZEAE D, BOULEAE AFI/N U 52 4L
AHF e RIE, FLHR R 1R, J5 40 i B w] R AR i oy
2R 1 B 2P, R 3 e EAS B P
135  HAAEPGCs ¥ 45 714 Rk ey K F oAty
TEPGCsH ¢ 7t 1k 3¢ 15 1) 5E A A $5 Oct4. Nanog.
Sox2. Stella. Fragilis%®*%, Oct4, Nanog & Sox2
%) 5PGCs% fe 1t I 4E K5 A1 %, Oct4 5L ik k25
FHPGCs [ T J ¥ By /DP7 . Fragilis(X 44 1fitm3)
RTIMEF FRIENE R E O KKE R, 5H
il A TRtm B 53 A7 T [R]— G Ak E B fidfitm cluster.
19994, YoshimizuZ:P¥H OG-2/)s f(Octd )3 &) T filt
A EGFP[1 5 JE DR/ RO A 2y 30 B8, 38 i R /)
AT AN ML oAb IR A AN K B kR, EI T
/NG & B 1106.25 dpe, Tii IR 2 41 i fEBMP4[H)
1 BRI a5K 1A Fragilis, (B LI H 87 A 1.
TanakaZ$P) B4 $2 HL T “homing and repulsion” [RJ#5 7Y
R fEIfitm3/Ifitm 1 2 PGCs 5 J& [l 44 40 i [] 1) AH
HAEH, fTPGCst3 LU 2 AT I, 5 i 2= 41
WLy B TT K. {H2008%F, Lange 5 4T HEA Ifitm 5 Jii
i [ BT Ifim 3 PR 5 5 2 R R BPGCs ¥ TE 1 52
BT 5%, 5848 BN AR FE A e AR T R B
IRIEH, Hfitm 56K/ BRE RS 1E 8 AT 5 AR, X
LO 28 B 40 B0 15 55 SEE 71 S AT /N B R DR i
S PNf LEA M a7

StellafE IR T-4H . BH 5 3205 JFRIPGCsH
A B RIS . FUH ) IE T — A A Stellax)
PGCs[Rib A7 2 R EE AR, (HREEBF TR,
20034 Payer i o i DR i B /> BRUSIE38 A E, Stella
HE DR 2R 1 /N B 3 4TS g IE 7 A2 PGCs, {EPGCs
AT AL A Rl ) £ R AT B 1 7 RN i 26 7 T
V)R RIS H, 1E.Stellati I B 1F) MEPE /)N B2 B e
523 7 E L0, Ui B StelladE PGCsH B 5 S PR
FIE, AR HAF AR T BA 5, 12— REERL
W (maternal effect) & [X]
14 7EPGCsiEFE. FHTMIBPLIZERNES
RN EZ MR F

5 B CPGCs £ = 1 /D, 7.5 dpeffj40,
W hn 313.5 dpeffy25 0004, fr LA 7R3k N AR E Il 2

i, FEBEPGCSHIT R i e 1 — NI . 25
PGCsiidk — 25 52 A5 B U Tl EA 55 1) 55 Wi ol oAy A 5 B 4
Mo AEFEA I RET, MM IRE T T 2R T
TG, TS LE AR AR 5 I [R) P 2E N A B U 1 4 i o A=
P17, DLE f 2R BRI A FIPGCs TE J I8 11 1T RE s
AN, BEN AT FIPGCSTE A= T I8 P IR IE Tk
Az, LHERR IS A7 e e 1R AR BE 40 M, PR UF S5 ARISHE )
JIAS e M S . o, 2k ARDN AT [ mT 75
S A B A B P U T . PGCs M A B B 40 it 1) O T
T2 Bel-x M Bax [P Vi K 45 - Bel-xHE PR Rt B 1)
N B A TE RS 1 A, I B B 40 i 2 R T Y gk
D IR AR A0 0 R 5 1 3 28 T 4 Bax DALk %
A[EWL, A, Nanos3 75 A 55 41 o 1) 98 1A 18 15
1 RIS AE Bax 55 BRIk 2K 1R /N B N, Nanos33E A
(RIRB R AT 2 S EPGCs I T, 1 W Nanos3 () 11 H] 4
AT BaxZ AR,

TEPGCHY H AT # ik # b R FE AV 245 5l
HANE SR N 2 S 3L, AR O B S WIS CF/
¢-KIT. LIF(leukemia inhibitory factor). FGFsA A 4ff Y
b FCXCR4. CXCLI12%%, M1, ¢-KITHE—Ff
1% 22 BRI 32 A8, 5 LI ARSCF 45 & Ja o Tl —
ZRAISTATA F 015 5 10 %, {EPGCsHy b AT #%
EEFEEMAER . 7RG R N, $7 Wi g
[PIATAT — AN IR 8 2 T BPGCsIW T 7 e A2 4 it
B4, c-KIT4s i [X 4, $t 2k (dominant white spotting
locus, W)IF)/N AR BN A6, FNEAAFS. 2
AR A A SRS B6 BIE S SCF 5 LIF . FGF ] JE [l /5
{EEPGCs [P H

2 % EET4HRE(pluripotent stem cells)[a] 4
SELHRE L RS IR FR

T e — 2R E A B3 RE ) A4 e
(100 40 MO AE A, F2e L AUE S oA fie vl o IR i1
i il (embryonic stem cells, ESCs). -3 MEZ A6 T4
Jid(induced pluripotent stem cells, iPS)F & 44+ 41 H
(adult stem cells, ASCs). T4l g 7] LLA 4k 5l 5 AN ]
KA AR, 3k — 20 T B R = e R A SR 3
B, T LR R AR B 2 b 5 AT B I PR S H 18
ESCs &iPS B AT 5w ¥ H B 56 ) B o A0 g, 76
HIEAE S, EAR N AN W] DARETS 5 8 i
RO AR, i an, LA PR dE . il 4e i
8, HorP A S AR BE A0
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2.1 /MR % e T RAETEME S L HIIKR R (E2)

B 1) 22 68 T 40 I A 2B 5 40 M 1 0
T20034F . Toyooka 1 ¢ 15 JE Al 4 4, % B 1
(GFP)fi N B VASAJA 311, T VASAZ — Pt ATPAK 6t
IRNASR JiE i, 7210 f5 1 21 vk o 245 1 28 5 4
Wb S8y IR, Lk S S50k M A1 B 40 e 3 5 R 4y
10 1R i B3 . Toyooka %% {1 A1) F 1X — VASA#R 5 &
ESHYH M ¥k, 5 F 43 16 B B 48l IR 44 (embryoid bodies,
EBs), 157 il:BMPAJY) 1] 5% 2 41 ff 3L 5% 5%, W52 2147
GFP-+(1) A= 5 41 M IR 7= 2F, K 3 40 i 7 i fo RS AN
ANE /DA MAREE, AT MR 7, H
%L W 2R 1 AR D) R ATl . 72200447,
Geijsen“5*7 R BLAE /N FUESCs H 8K 73 (I A7 75— /]y
FESSEALPH T RF8ERIEOCt4 1) 41 i, X 40 il =
J5 2 3 A BE A0 W e MR L, 9 AR B R A (im-
printing)7i4 B, 733 5 fEARSNERA S LIFAE R 57 )5 B
B TR G A 5 40 i A (embryonic germ cells, EGCs)
TElE, M W]IX SESSEA 1+ 41 s PGCs; #5713k
— PRI, ESCsTESH i I T 4l /b 1(0.01%) K ik
K1 TR E 1 (FE-T1) IR SR A5 AR ORS BEAH i, 1X 4658
R BEAN MR EAT O 41 f 2% ) B IS, KZ950%11)
RGN AT R AR BN A R E B A MR NG, T gy
F720%I1) 32K B8 5 B FE I, A0 B 2 JF A1 43 2
BRI NR . 2 )5, NayerniaZEWF| H & Stra8-GFP
N Prml-dsRed$i 7 & K IFESCs, e & AE20065F A 1)

Mgy B AR RN M, WA S A3 2 T /N R, TR
HHESCs Ky 1) A= 5E 41 /25 ThRE I o

% BeT 40 M R U5 1) O REAH M 1 B AR E R B
Hiibner%8™), A 41145 1% Oct4-GFPHi 5 5 X [FIESCs,
TETC A FE 0 B AN AR K IR - 1 4 1F T BT 04k, W82
B B 548 IR R ALLGN REZH BRI 2E i, FE RS 2]
T NN W R (1 ZP2. ZP3SEFRIC I Kk, kst
BRFE = T R 45 1), wE s LB A A RN
MEATETETE. 2 )5, KerkisZEPHR 18 HHRAS 5/ i
ESCs/r 40k 7 R 9R 1, 1KLL K 09 L 0% 97 5 e TE
TR IF R AR E N FZEMFE M. Qing%FP s
/N ELESCs 24K 5 77 25 PG Cs i 5 B 5 50k 41 o 3
BE %, LI10K G A2 B IA UN BEAH Js 7 2 Rl GDF-9.
ZP1. ZP2FIZP3¥ 40 i ve B, U6 W 5N SRR 41 i fe
A R % S ESCs K Y5 (I PGCs [ il 11 A it 41 B 7 17
e YuSEPE I DazlE TR (Wi 3608, 28 0k I BE 1
I, Z920 KK /N FRESCs 5 3 Ui 3l 1 kG 7, [F) I
A KA GDF O BEAH L tH B, AH /=84 124
h 1k, IX R 22 B4 B KU (1) 51 R4 MR A N 1R )
RE S s e M AR R

R Z AN % FIESCs il h i 5 i AE Jt 40 i, {H
HHFPGCs LA A Ik A4 73 4 1) e A= L I 322 A [ 1, 3
— B ATAFAEVE 2 M R A U 1) ) . R HHESCs A
A A TE PGCs K 2 02 H R I R, DAL 20 4k 3%
RAEFAR, AHBILS%, X F R H T PGCs1) K &3k

Prm | -dsRed+cells

Stella+ TNAP+Octd+

- . =
SSEA1+putative PGCs: . o o e
Erasure of imprinting SLIEMHFGEY4RA |
. |. ICSI
P oem
' = Sontin,
Octd-GFP ESCs T
Stella-GFP ESCs Day 7 EB .
Blimpl-GFP ESCs e
D20 EB
4“‘:’;,_,5:‘ FE-J1+haploid
Nog,, Vi
kg, 12 BMP4/LIF - -
% | — a5
S XN
& SCEEGF o
Epil.C PGCLC; Blimpl+
S5EA1+CDG1

B2 IRESCsEPGCsML I RIMAR
Fig.2 The in vitro differentiation of ESCs towards PGCs
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J T AL (0 BF 78 AR H . 20114 Hayashi %53
Blimp1 )3 8)) ¥ fili 5 GFPH S FE P 1) /1N FRESCs Ay S 56
ML, FH A Activin Aflibeta-FGF[{IN2B2743% 33 3%
JLi5 38 BBlimp 1 BH 4 1) T J2 25481 41 Jifd (epiblast
like cells, EpiLCs), 4% Jii 7/ BMPAFILIFZE F H '~ 7
FHEB b 7 s EpiLCsik — 5 i F JE il PGCsZ bl
41 Hg(primordial germ cell-like cells, PGCLCs), #f 43
PGCLCsJRH: £ IASSEA1 K CD61, #f i A AE 5l S 4
RUF AR /N U il Al RS, wT R G T RE Y B
K1, ISR AR 2 IEH 1AV R, aiE R
FH AR 7 115 S (I PGCLCS I 3 % h40%

22 A% HETF4RRE(hESCs) [ FEApa S 1L BIIR &

hESCs ) 2F 5 41 8 43 A FRORIE 5 368 A0 e G, 4k o
753 0 AR AR, L7040 i 20 B8 40 M 1Y) 22 T
Frid H ATt F A e AiE 2. 75 FhESCsar b # K A
FRAREB M BE 15 % 40 A0 I 7325 Clark S PR FH AU
JWAKEB 7 IR 7 %, 1 S K IWhESCsAE X i [ & 73
A AR B 40 s S P R DRI (R 45 VASA L SCPI
SCP3. GDF9 ) TEKTI)% ik Tt e, W~ vl G4 A 5l
S0 1R T . Tilgner 558 BIE Tk U B 5% 77 43 44 A B,
hESCs7E 4> 6.3 ) Ji& nl JE i SSEA 1+/c-kit+/VAS A+
AN, B DRI, X LE A I NI SE R F AL
T2 FE BRAK, 7] B8 APGCs. BucayZElPO7e AN nig &
TR, i 45 HIhESCs 7e [ Bt & 4 i e (2> 1
504N) 40 i 485 8 Hof ) R R B, N BE R R A IR 1
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Mammalian Germ Cell Development: From in vivo Specification to

in vitro Differentiation
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(Shanghai Key Laboratory of Regulatory Biology, Institute of Biomedical Research, East China Normal University,
Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract Germ cell lineages ensure genetic information through generations, and have great implications
in developmental biology, clinical therapy and agriculture. Primordial germ cells (PGCs) are the first germ cell
population that is segregated from somatic cells during early embryonic development, and are thus the founder cells
for all progeny gametes. The specification, migration and differentiation of PGCs is induced by various signaling
and strictly controlled through transcriptional regulations and epigenetic modulations. The in vitro culture of germ
cell had been established, and recent studies demonstrated the improved differentiation of germ cell lineages from
pluripotent stem cells. In this review, we will summarize reports regarding transcriptional regulation and epigenetic
modulation of PGC specification as well as in vitro system to derive and to culture germ cells.
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