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Fig.1 The mechanisms of Hedgehog pathway in mammalian
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Fig.2 The different models of hedgehog pathway activation in cancer
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The Hedgehog Signaling Pathway and Digestive Malignancy

Peng Xiang', Li Yong?, Lii Nonghua', Luo Shiwen**
(‘Department of Gastroenterology, the First Affiliated Hospital of Nanchang University, Nanchang 330006, China; *Center for Experi-
mental Medicine, the First Affiliated Hospital of Nanchang University, Nanchang 330006, China)

Abstract Digestive malignancy is a significant factor that still threatens human health. The Hedgehog sig-
naling pathway plays a critical role in embryogenesis and the formation and maintenance of adult tissue homeosta-
sis. The Hedgehog signaling pathway is shown to be involved in a variety of carcinogenesis events, such as gastric
cancer, colorectal cancer, pancreatic cancer. Here we focused on the role of the Hedgehog signaling pathway in the
development and progression of digestive malignancy, which shed light into the underlying molecular mechanism
that is important to its early detection and therapeutic strategy.
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