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Effect of PIWI/piRNA Mediated Epigenetic Regulation

in Reproductive Development

WU Zhisheng, CAI Jianfeng, ZHANG Yuxuan, CHEN Huifang, BAI Yinshan*
(School of Life Science and Engineering, Foshan University, Foshan 528231, China)

Abstract piRNA (PTWT-interacting RNA) is a kind of single strand non-coding RNA composed of 21-33
nucleotides, mainly expresses in germ cells, and plays a regulatory role by binding with PIWI protein. It shows that
PIWI/piRNA can not only cleave and degrade mRNA directly in the cytoplasm, but also recruit a large number of
epigenetic modified proteins to shut down gene expression by DNA and histone modification, so as to promote the
safe and orderly development of gametes. This review summarizes the role of PIWI/piRNA mediated epigenetic
regulation in reproductive development in order to promote the research and application of PIWI/piRNA in the field
of life science in the future.
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BRAL T IR R 4ERF I R A 0 AR e, SRIERL TR
B2 AT WA R, B BT TE 7L 3 B A
A BAEE R, e N B R R A 5 48%; Hod
45%J8 T I i S i A1+, ] A TR A r Bk R 1T 32 K
B AA TR, 1 LW i A AN B I 3 52 3
T AR AR AR, TS EI R TR E
BELYS, BT CARC - & WA 7 3R AT A2 75 7 b 410 1) A o
T M SR A B L P BE AT R OR, PIWI/piRNA
I FmRNABY 1) 13 W38 A% 42 1 (DNA FH 246 F 20
HEBMSE), m RIS T RS R G — R
FIFER, R 3BT A G K E 24 P k4700,
PIWI/piRNAA T 1) & W8t 4% 22 92 B 5 0, &
i R AR AR R B & R R SOk I S gEid
PIWI/piRNAA ™ T R M st & 2 RS AR A e K &
FIEF

1 PIWI/piRNARYAE H)ZFE435HE
1.1 PIWIEE®AIM

19974F, LINMISPRADLING!"* 115 ¥t £ M P 22 Ji5
R b R IPIWIE [, BB SRR T UIBk. ¥
SEUTER IR PR S5 T RE, 4ERRAIR HE T 0P R4 R
FIRE. NI, PIWIHHIWI. HILI. PIWIL3AIPI-
WIL4 45, /N E A 4EMIWLL, MILIFIMIWIR 35, 5
I AL FEPIWIL AUB(aubergine) F1AGO3(argonaute3)
&, EATEA B Y T R, PIWTE A N-
Ui 45 K918, PAZ. PIWLFIMID 4/ 45 #35, H hN-
Ui 485 A S R R, A7 AE B AL I R AT A
PAZ 45 F38m] DL 5 piRNA 133 45 7 ; MID&E 438 n]
L5 piRNA 535 45 &; PIWIZE ¥4 B A 28100 T 4%
1% P DI 35 14, T CADI#) B AN mRNAN S, B 5T
W, PIWIER [AN-ii 6 K26 2 L IR, 1% 28 R 4k B
1222 NKZIRIRE /0, PIWILLpiRNA A 5 1) & 4% 14
AR FH, 38 0 1) i 5% R0 B AR mRIN AR 5 285 (Rl Rk
VA A FHER,
1.2 piRNAWIZEHIE =

PiRNAJE FH121~33/M 1% 1 2 2H B 1 R 8% /N AE G
TERNA, K53 B R% 43 A 1) 5= (K 40 28 55 471 [X 4k
(IpIRNAJE i 55 7= HE, B[] %% 5% (R piRNARE 7= A8 1)
1E XCFEpIRNA, A DLRE ) 4% a1 17 41 1) S SR AT
B I pIRNAR =P ] LA ) 45 6 1% o2 1 13 51 1) 1
SEEA R SUEE, 25 o e R FERY . PIWI
K FIpiIRNA L G 2 4 H % 3R IR IDNA

B E AT % £ 1, AUBRIPIWITAT DL f2 8% 72 A2 )
piRNAZE &, 5% & 7 Bl FEU; 1F SC8E 7™ 2 [F)piRNA
755 55 10 R B A AR DR <7 M, 7T BL 5 AGO345
BRI EAE AP IE SRR AN S SUEE ™ A B piRNA
34 H A HEN1 F L #4552 i (HENT methyltransferase)

7R3
1.3 piRNAKIE BT FE

piRNA ¥ 2k J5 T % 7 )7 5], mRNA3'-
UTRIX 38R K B 4 4 FORN AN . 32 B i) 4 3%
A R AR AR R R4 i b, AUB
MAGO3#K ik /K P ARAR, T 2 HPIWIZ 5 4] 4 i
12 77 FEpiRNA(EI), /N 53 AN B 5 #1155 50 1) 1) 4 2%
PiIRNAMRAE 5 Z Rl 5, R XUEpiRNA
e 5% 7 "EpiRNART 1A, 28 )5 18 ¥ 18 B FAINXT1(ntf2-
like export factor 1)HINXF1(nuclear RNA export fac-
tor 1)[I1E HI T #2122 40 57 Y b4 #4380 A #E 47 I L,
PiRNA 155 4 ZUCHI AL T B b A4 58 11 %k By IR -1
MINO(minotaur) 1 GASZ(germ cell specific ankyrin,
SAM and basic leucine zipper domain-containing pro-
tein) I 7 VI E, 72 A4 HAGS'UM &6 BEpiRNA A [A] 44 .
SR )5, fESHUARIHSP83(heat shock protein 83)&: [ [
fEFN 5PIWILE 5. 21K, piRNA 3% #7#% iR b
DB TRIMMERATPAPIEY 1] L & #YHEN1 1 2k {6
A, 7= A A IpiRNA, 1 J&, PAPIWI/piRNA R
G e 12 BN AZ N, 40 52 3R LB A% A8 1
AT RUE AL 2= PR 4%, R DUCE 0 i 5 kAT
mRNAJEIAN A 1%, (e bl 72 75

piIRNATE SRR Bt 5 £ A K HR 70 W 7L 3 ) A
b, Pede s oy G (K, /N R A
AN, PSRt B 3 07 S0 1, IMILI/piRNA
Bamz 5/ R 2P )RS5, TTMIWI
A2 HY WA, X5 EEr ZH 2 piRN A 5K
MIWIR2 5 ¥ piRNALS S s 2N, BAS 5
RGP L AR A A 5 A0 i P piRNATE — AN F
T BR AR S AR A A5 4 X (nuage) BEAT I T, M
AUBMIAGO3 A Y1 42 H 5k, i@ ter™
A 1R B ApiRNA 5 AUBTE Nuage 45 14 [X 71 45 A T Bk
HEY, J+5 80 B AMmRNAM 45 & 347890, T
HCHT IpiIRNA 5751, 4R 5, AGO3 5 AUBH] V] J&
ImRNAZ: &, BY U1 BOHT piRNA 3%, fEHEN1
AL B BB PE R, T2 BB A I piRNA . 42
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ik
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Primary generation pathway

“Ping Pong” cycle amplification

El1 piRNARIEMLE
Fig.1 The biogenesis of piRNA

Tk, AGO33E A [FpiRNAGE i Bl & b e % 17 51
B AN mRNAFF1 BT U1 ilipiRNA 5% b s, B9
Pl J5 MmRNA X 5 AUB%; & T2 1 2 & ) 34730
B, FE4 RGBT, TE RSP piRNARY, AUB
57 pIRNATT LLFE 1] ) 5108 FImRNA, A i A 52 776
W, M7 AT R g R o, AUBHI
AGO3 A BY U 5 i 1 BB R () mRNA, JX 5 475 45
e Te Fe PR, JF v 280 ) A - R H At 3 TR ) 36
IR, e B E AT I R EPIWI/piIRNAE G4,
A CAHE NI A%, A5 56 D 20 AL 3R (1 RO s A 2
VAR, BRI AT O DR R 26 1 E 3 JRE T 1) 3 3

2 PIWI/piRNAXT4EFEZMAE % B BT WISR
RiEEER

PIWI/piRNA/ 5 IDNA H 3L 4 . 4148 [
o CEEANZ RS RIRTER 7 K8 PR IEE R
HEZIEM. PIWLE F & 5] KRBT K & B,
Rk NAgo3h KI5, FEUMEMEAF 2, PiwiflAub
B2 T BOMERREAS B0 /N B A ML Miwi 285 2K 51
HHEMEA T, G IR ZAEYE BoR, piRNAEIE 75
51 S S R A RSB A B MR U, 5 e TS,
BUR B I,
2.1 PIWI/piRNAXT4EFEZRA A B BIDNAFE AL
BIEER

PIWI/piRNA/ F:DNA I B AL i %5, = B id i 7

ZEDNA F 3L F2 i 3a/3b(DNA methyltransferase 3a/3b,
DNMT3a/3b), i fiti 5 [K] J5 51 X A 45 74 [X K1 CpG
By AT A B MR (K2), 5% — L8 T g 2 R A s
T, ARG TG TR B W2 A RE N Rt AT,

BE 7 R B A e R 3k A 5% AT A 1Y)
IE AR, I 20 A 2 DA 2 R4 R (1 R WA 2B A 5
FS 25k TR 2 1K PR A o TR 42 0 AR, o 201 B R PR R
AR AL I 1 3 BRI 2, Rk TR B kA
T B . PIWI/piRNAS S DNA 3 4k 1 4%
KW TR B PR R R ALY, AT BE R 1K B 24T
A7 R AR, B 5T R OR, /b B PIWI/piRNA
I S DNAH F AL il AstringR 15, {2 3E /N &R G0 -BE 41
WA 2257 AN 53 L R v 1 97 R A g AR, G
I 1) E 5 4RF S 4 ] 7 1(gametocyte specific factor
1, GTSF1)4, {ieit /90 7K B0 2R M, PIWL/
piRNA/ S DNA B AL # | Y e €44 | Stellate ) 32
i, 0 )R T Gypsy HOTE PECY, (g i3k e OF 1~ ) &
é‘[?ﬂ]o

V2 AR TE K B A O & Il R 5 PIWI/pIRNA
AH B AE 28 7 & 8 (GR1), H HTDRD(tudor do-
main containing protein) 5 % »2 2 4k {7 55 (1) 8 F X
J&, FEPIWIER FAN-di RS 2 B Y B A B4t 1 F R,
Al 5PIWIER F s 5 ME 45 &, FEpIRNA) AE RO AR 5
iR F b AN E] S Forh ) Tdrdl . Tdrd9F0
Tdrd1 255 R, P30 T B8, SUmRS 1K
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B, MVH(mouse vasa homolog) &/ AL T K B
HEENIEEEA, 250 AR R R, R
PHASpIRNA 5SMIWI245 &, J8/b 1 2k R 2H AR B0 AT e
JHA - L HR 4k, BHASpiRNAMER IS FE, FECHBE
21 e L ¥ 7 D K 70 24, TS BUN AN B W, Tdrkh
RAZRTI L 1 e P31 IO AIC P 2R AL, 0 o R PR A2
BT I, e/ RS TR B, HoAh oS8 A T A

4 5 M 85 FIGASZ. MOV101(moloney leukemia
virus 10-like 1)FIMAEL(maelstrom)2% 78 4= 58 T 21 i
HRE MR IE, SPIWIE EIAH HAE A, LR T
2 R R 2 PR A, (RS TR B B PP AT e,
2.2 PIWI/piRNAMTEEMAEL BRAZEEHE
iIBE{ER

YR A AB 1 5] R R R 45 0 B Ak, R2

Transcription repression

CpG island

I Promoter

U PIWI

Me

o

pCi is| B

Me

E2 PIWI/piRNAT SDNAFRE LIS ER
Fig.2 PIWI/piRNA mediates DNA methylation regulation

1 PIWI/piRNAN SERENIHIEAR TLE D HiEEER
Tablel The role of PIWI/piRNA mediates methylation regulation in spermatogenesis

EAWE  HfFEA PIWI AR [ 5848 5] e hs 3k 7 P I 3 T L]
Protein Interacting protein Sperm development is arrested caused by PIWI mutation ~ Regulation mechanism
subclass LR MR MM BURKT
Leptotene Zygotene Pachytene Round sperm
MILI MAEL, MOVI0LI1, _ DNA methylation regulation of MILI could
TDRDI12, TDRD6, turn off related genes and transposons
TDRDI1 and MVH
MIWI MOVI10L1, TDRD6, i DNA methylation and ubiquitination regula-
TDRD2, MVH, CAF1, tion of MIWI could promote sperm develop-
GASZ, MAEL and ment
TDRDS
MIWI2 TDRD9, TDRD2 — DNA methylation of MIWI2 promotes em-
bryonic developmen
TDRD1 TDRD12, MILI and i DNA methylation regulation of TDRD1
MIWI could turn off related genes and transposons
TDRD9 MIWI2 _— DNA methylation regulation of TDRD9
could turn off related genes and transposons
MVH MAEL, MIWI and MILI ————————1 DNA methylation regulation of MVH pro-
motes sperm development
MOVIOL1  MIWI and MILI —_— DNA methylation regulation of MOV10L1
promotes sperm development and maintains
spermatogenesis
GTSF1 PIWI | DNA methylation regulation of GTSF1 pro-
motes ovum development
GASZ MIWI and MILI J DNA methylation regulation of GASZ pro-
motes sperm development
MAEL MIWI, MILI and MVH i DNA methylation regulation of MAEL

promotes the development of acrosome and
flagellum




RS PIWIpiIRNAN SR WAL - R 7R A J A IR & b 4 1505

RNAR G 5 531456, #Eim s s R R IE K.
H P H3K9. H3K27FIHAK20H 3 4k 15 1, T 5%
DX 35 45 1 B S5, AR Dy ik DR 2B A ) A 75 H3K4
MTH3K36 H HE A0 A2 1 5| e 5 R 40 46 7 SETT %, VRN
Rk 3 DR 3k 1 b 2, FE/NRUBL TR B i 2
1, PIWUpiRNATRIPEIC T AH K [FJEHE £ 1 (aristaless-
related homeobox, ARX) iz i%E#2 & [ (pannexins,
PANX), A5 M A R ¢ 1t 25 H BR A #2 1 (lysine-spe-
cific demethylase 1, LSD1)5 2 454, 5/ H3K4me2
) H3K4me% 48, "R 5 2 PR e sl ME L i 2 A5
Ak, ZINERH PIWI/piRNA W [ff EGG(eggless)s H3K9
FA L 2 % Tl 4 B R T WDE (windei) R 5 e (44 )5 2
la(heterochromatin protein 1a, HP1a)%5, 34 )1 H3K-
Ome3MEM, IR E R AR 3% a1, ERFAI(E 2E 1
E§[53-55](E3)0

PIWI/piRNA - T (1) 40 &5 1 H 24k 1 42 E F
MAEMM K BRI EZMEH. R xR, AK
PIWIL4/piRNATE i i3 241 fi 11 5 £ 41 i o A 5 40
HEHH3KAF AL A, X4 L EE AR KT &)
AEFL AT L EAE Y, B 708 KB, PIWIL4/piRNA 5|
W 2 AL EE 1 A/5B(lysine demethylases 1A/5B,
KDM1A/5B)Jil /D H3K4me2 & 11, ¢ FH 4 & i 3L X A
PR, LR TR B A FPbATC B FUR I,
— M3z & #F 5 1 (ubiquitin-like containing PHD and
RING finger domains 1, UHRF1) 517K & R FF AL #%
T2 1 5(protein arginine methyltransferase 5, PRMTS)
JE[H] 78 /)N SR PIWI/piRNAE 1% i % i 7 & 557
UHRF 145 & PRMTSAE 7 4R 7 58 21 i £ S H2ARTH4
2B S B T UK, AERFAE AR IE R K E,
It 4h, UHRFI/EDNA R filid #2255 - 4 F 4k
DNAZE; &, 1 ZEDNMTI1{EH3K9me3 & 1ffi 17 55 45 A,
BEATDNA A, T #ERC 7K B ZHt
FOIE K I, UHRF1f 6K 22 T EDNAMK 2k, #e
JEFIENE RGO RS IO, G RN RAE R,
2.3 PIWI/piRNASTEFEML B HEEB LT
WA= ER

HiEH AW 2 20 5 H LW #% B (histone acet-
yltransferase, HAT)F2H £ 1 2 ZtA6 B (histone deacet-
ylases, HDAC) & [F] 1A 2161, & H5 L 1) 35 [K] 2 W 18245 1
1877102 — . HATTEH H FIN-3i O 55 1) 2 IR vk A
AT CEAE R, A T AT ST R R S
FIHEH b, FEEHE L SDNAZ A W HBAE- 7

VRS, Yt S R, R B R i 5% TITHDACH
S{EHDNASHEAME R LG, AR T
AN o RE - (10 JR AR R G R 4T i ol 388 6 A B o 2 )
LR A AL RRS TR R 9%, 2Btk KT 3 S 8vE
FE A A AR B R ASOY . BF 5T R I, PIWI/piRNATE A 5H
R E R FHEA B, S22k,
NEF FIPIWIpiRNAN T4 55 1 LB AL i 3% B
IRPIWIL2 [ R IE I8/, 41 i 5 2415 1EGY/MEH), P1-
WIL2/piRNAE 5 HAT, #17H3K9 Z B AL i 4%, {2
A5 ) 39 A 1 A6 M B8 2 (cyclin-dependent kinases 2,
CDK2)#lcyclin ARG 3G N, f5 223 G 40 i
W4T, o LA IR AR B B s 4 S, {H H R
X FPIWI/piRNATE A= 8 41 i k. & H 4 & 1 4 BE AL
A AE BT TR AN B, T5 2 2 S0 R IR A4 B
F e AR, 5 WAL AL
2.4 PIWI/piRNAXTEIEMEL BHAERZE
iBE{ER

PIWI/piRNAS T4 & HIZ A & EE R
BAL AN 2 —, SHAEEMBRORE A EEE
Xo ZFM 57 R/ AWK RS R
Bk, ZREAUATPIRIEMER S 52 KNI
Fe N, HHiZz mEA M E, ARG, Bid s
RN 57 AL E AL A AN 2RI R
WEEY, WA IR A, ZRUEEAR
MR G AL B AR AN 5 45y T AL S G
BVEF, T K & R W BerT DL ARPIWI, i 3
W RE, BrRsdfEd, 5%, APC/ICHEZ R
H R E A YA —FIE31Z R IEFEEFRNFS(ring finger
protein 8)7E /)N L 41 i h EMIWIpiRNAKE &) 45 &
DA & R A7 AR, 1R 12 RAGIB R IO B AR AR R
MIWLE A= B iR, 72 2 AAPC/CHL I AR R T
RNF8IiF & 311 N0 iz, K 2 #0020 25 L fERNF8 A
SRz FAE R TR R B P B, TR T
WRARIRES IIDNA-fURE B VA8, RS T4 E
BR S BHMIWLSRNF84: 4, RNF8IU TG 1% A\ 4H
HZ S FH2AFIH2BAL & H32 FAL B, 150 T K
B 2 PR (E4) . 1z Tk 3R B, RNF8A Uiy [ — Bk
JEFK(RNF8-N) 1] L ZZfEMIW X RNFS {1 1 /F FH, 56
BT R EEREP A EAZ BB T RE.
N BEAH A i AT IR iR R B S AR B R 2 B R
AL BRSBTS, PIWIpiRNATZERS T I E A
FAREIEH, 4Rk T 15 K B3R,
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Fig.3 PIWI/piRNA mediates histone methylation regulation
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Fig.4 PIWI/piRNA mediates histone ubiquitination regulation
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PIWI/piRNAS 53 MLt A% 2 1R 44 75 A= FE 4 M
Bk ¥ =R, PIWIHIpIRNAZR 1A 7
WS TR B P . TS BT DAk R A
YIRaSE, I T- K B LA, PIWUpIRNAS Sl P
fLrE s, WIEDNAR R, HE AN, HiE g
H OWE LA F2 m S, AMUAE R 5K B R
T W (E , MPIWI e 2 (1 1] DAEpiRNA 1)
83 M UIEIMRNA, 7R 75 A4 A, 6P
B AR IR B A EER . (HHATHEH S (6]
AL AH ST FLab /b, %‘%E%E%E‘JH%%E%TEPIWI/

(2]

(71

PIRNASS G412 F1 2B A7 2 A% 2 38 e
V2 L, RN FE VLB 22 LA B T 5 36 2 B
Mok E I, F RN LRI, TR

RN, PIWIpiRNAF A] GE A A8 FE 2505 12 Wt 177N
ST hRc W, 8 iR A B B 2 W DLRTR T B R . o
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