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Research Progress on Autophagy As a Molecular Target for

Tumor Treatment
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Abstract Autophagy is an highly evolutionarily conserved catabolic mechanism, by which eukaryotic
cells deliver cellular materials to lysosomes for degradation, leading to the breakdown and eventual turnover of the
resulting macromolecules. Thus, autophagy provides the cells with a sustainable source of biomolecules and energy
for the maintenance of homeostasis under stressful conditions such as tumor microenvironment. Recent progress
has demonstrated that the disorder of autophagy is closely related to the formation and development of some malig-
nant tumors. Here, molecular mechanism and regulation in tumor of autophagy are reviewed. Finally, the data from
published autophagy research in tumor is discussed.
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BS0R 25 4, A WA B R 0 08 G L AR, 2 )5 5 IR
WA 2, 1 A P9 D o A0 B ARt 1) I A (2) ol i TR
(microautophagy), ¥ i {4 5% B4 60 5 75 B g 40, 9F
FE B AR N BRI I AR, 3) 0 1 FER Y 3 10 B
(chaperone-mediated autophagy), ffl N & H i 5 7 ¥
FEAR 45 & J5 45 i s 2 g A N 2R AT I A 1) o AR
A SRANERE S B, AR B R — T 5 R R B R

MU PR 2 B YL R R B IR
1255 PR PEBCAME VR RSO, 4 fu 2 B 3 S
T, TERE BRI R B — DN OISR IR S5 1 X
AN GE KL AN T 1) 98 S S AR, TR e PR R AR R
HITAA AN W7 S A, Ko A8 8 A 1) 1 70 G 52 45 4 i 28 %
EIRTHRNIBE N, TR P BRIR S5 14, FRN E R
A (aotuphagosome); [ Wik & 5 %5 g 74 25 & TF B F Wik
T4 B4 (autolysosome), 2 J& H WEAA HR Y RS 43 4 [
fifto RIS, BN B EL 1 P ik [l B, AL
b 20 e 7RI A O A AR T, 3 7 DU A L 4 T A
ECAE 4R 5T A R

2 BIEAERSFHLE

Y, 728 B A AR AR A b 2552 ) 120
S Fh E g AH I K] (autophagy-related gene, Arg)™, F
HH 2R 8 H 70 il AR B R 25 A B Bk 20 A [F] /9 4 1
(K1),
21 BRERER

H )5 30+ BW(E 5 B % . mTORC1(mammalian
target of rapamacin 1)/ULK1(unc51 like kinase 1) %

AMP/ATPT

FE S AP B AR R . HURAE AR ERS E
(¥ 1% 9L, 41 ) mTORC1/ULK L& & ¥ 46 3 IR
A, BLI BB VAR E SRk Z . DU %
#F, A mTORCI/ULKI E &VfE S, 5 1 HWE
F5 Y. Atg8F1Atgl3-FIP200(focal adhesion
kinase family interacting protein of 200)Z 5 ULK1 &
BRI B AMPKIE #5381 /8 52 il Y ATP 7K ~F- 1 42
mTORCI, 2T H 1R
2.2 BREARBREHRF &
PI3K(phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase)& & #)5
Atg4h A R 5 XUZ IR (1) T2 B, VPS34(vacuolar protein
sorting 34). Beclin-1. Ambral(activating molecule
in Beclin-1 regulated autophagy) % Atg9O#i i & T I
P E A, H 4 Beclin-15UVRAG(ultraviolet
radiation resistance-associated gene product). Atgl4L.
Ambral fIVMP1(vacuole membrane protein 1) H.1EH
L RERYGF LA F UL G
Atg12-Atg545 4 #2485 PE/LC3(PtdEth/light chain
MR ARGR2MZ R EAL G ARG, HSPBKE R
VAR LA, A5 WA R S A K P rp R4 Ok
EH . H—K2Atgl 01 T Atg12MAtg7, L &5 &
FAtg5 b, FFMIAtgl6L173 T T BURT H WA 25 140,
55 IR LC3HIA, B AtgdBY VI IFAE 2 FhAtg sy F1E
RYJG, LC3Ri 73 1 s K  A(LC3-DF AL 9 i
JEU(LC3-11), LC3-11R] ELFIH 2 B 1) AR 45 4
HE S5 R ARLE, ITTLC3- 11 % #AE 9 40 i H
fIbRic A

@ LC31I
d Autophagic cargo

Lysosome

E1 BERS FHLH

Fig.1 Molecular mechanism of autophagy
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2.3 BRGABBIARII R R E A SRR

ZId R HAtg15 Atg22 DA Jz — a7 g A FH OGS
B[ (lysosome associated membrane protein, LAMP, 41
LAMPI. LAMP2). UVRAG. /NGTPHf§Rab7%% H Bl
SER, HHUVRAGH] HBeclin 1. Class I PI3KJE 2
EW, W A WA AR 25, RN A
PIE 5 R RO A R R R

3 MBS MENSE AR

HErEt T gi g 5 M K ERERCRE
RZ WA B 2 2 2, B WA R 1R A&
R R B TR HE A ) R X AR R, T BAE
LG L IX P AR AT LSRR B AL
3.1 BT AhE eI HIF A

e ] DA ) B 2B K (R ), AR 2T B
i A 56 4 ) B, AH S i A LR LA
3.1 AEMSRIABE R A ST LR AR 674
ot IEEAEEDRE, g0 B RTE 2 0
(PIE M 25, AT 38 G 1 22 A0 TR 40 25 D0 2 2 i
7= A [(FROSKTDNA = A= 45145 I 52 1 6 [R] (1 £ 1,
ok i B TR B R AR . BT HARIE SR B, KR
Beclin-1%: Rl @ B 5, K BB B Wk AR 77 35 1 FE0;
Beclin-15k R B A5 AR i 2% (1) /) BRREIb CEL0RE L It g A
s 5 S0 1 e g P ABE 2 B v T IR N R, LU,
Beclin-15 R 2% 5 800 B W EE 77 R B2 s KR
P HE R R 2 —; e/, AtgdCRZIE Rl 34 N £
R K09, b AN Atg2B. Atgd. Atg5. Atgl2. Atg9B
AT LS bR F R AR A A A BRI, — BB EL
JE R AW P62, RASNI p53, LAl 45 K W PML-
RARARMIBCR-ABLI R I FFAK, 5 BUH NS 5 8 #%
2 FFN, 20 bR AT
3.1.2 AR iEIEM G miadg i 5T H
FRONZEIFAR P 1 4H M S8 T- AL, A9 R BH, |
Wi F) DL e VR 4 4 B 0, S A g e . o, AE
JI e 4 L RV P M iR A A I o 4 T
1535 76 Go/ M 75 B a8 40 M A, — HO0UNPE T
AMPK K mTORCH P75 5 H Wi, 1 4 B i 3 BH i
FEGY/G I, M4 B 3 JE00 . S olth, 358 5 20
G g vE 70 AT LA | ES A A A A BE A TEGo/G i,
2G| EMMPpAT . RIRMIR 2= 2= 0T LSS A
I, 383 LIF/STAT-3/MCL-1(leukemia inhibitor factor/

signal transducer and activator of the transeription-3/

myeloid cell leukemia-1) 38 %175 5 20 A2 & A BH &, #01
i) 40 . ) S B
3.1.3 A UEAR S IP H 5 RO K R BT A
IR — A AR 5 1 8 AR R AR AR B
p6211) i, (H H AT DL AIRIX 28 8 1 i SRk, #]
i 200 P P e A R AR K0, /)N B S R A 2 o
AtgSH R R IE AT KRB 175 Fp62 1 KL . 7
Ab, IX LN BRI p62 [R5 S R A1 e 200 ) 4 5
3.1.4 BT R R IR R W ] DL ik 2 A
AT = R 70 Wt S 7 4 v AL AR 28 77, 38 % AR 1) s
PURMES 53R R ez, B, 3R E i
T R G2 SN () R .t S Y 10%~15%1)
N ZRIE 5995 B A OCP, i B2 7R s B Rl [T
FE TR UE B AT B e 1 R A2 O, AR SROIR s 3 A
B OO, VT TIRHE A B i i A oo, i,
T3 B S G o G AL DR R AN RS E P, AR T i g 1 T
BRI A o e B 1 WRARPR 9 7 5 77 Ik (xenophagy),
AT R AH S AR, S R A W A2 HIR PR G Al O
JER R S 1 2 S AL, B d I B A4 S R 3R A
PE GRS BRI B0 DRI, S U R I R RE R 9 R
BEAH IR YR YT HE A
3.2 BB RHER

Ji e T B, R ) A AR i e PR T AR KB B, 4
L FE W 7 A ) 2 R B R T E — e FE A AR iR
YA E TR, PRI R A A7 AR K, AT DAY
HERhIR ) EE A AN R BY(FR2) . B R, XTI E W
WEFEANBTER N, (H 20 B W HoRg R A R R IR
PEAE F I BLEBIE 70 0 R e 4 WA . 2B 35 2 Bl KD
BRE B S AR .
32,1 BAEAEMEmEARA RA T REFT
FH 200 0 A7 25 0l 25 5 A, A2 200 I 5 0 i 47 B O i 2
FE BT 7y — RS e 1t 4 B AR TS0, L A AR R
T 223k — 2 R A0 R, I IR 4 A 2%
S 5 B LAY REAF T, EAARHRARAS o
322 B EEIDNAMY . #HDNAS S 4§l
It PAC S FH B 5 8 S 9 I 88 e K 2 B AT 24
VL[R5 - WL 2 A2 2 b 98 20 FUDN AR 47, 115 24
DNA#GA% A& A, W D038 3t 37 B 52 407 4 K 23+ B
AR, ORI AT Bt B8 52 r e A S 1 i 2
Jia, AT 2 B T T A7 ok DRIk, B 23
TR MR .

323 BN EMNE Mz E R k58 R BN,
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Table 1 Inhibition of autophagic proteins in tumor

EE| iR 2 A 275 SCHR
Protein Tumor type Reference
Beclin-1 Lymphoma, lung cancer, liver cancer, breast cancer [13]
Atg4C Fibrosarcoma [14]
Atg2B, Atgd, AtgS, Atgl2, Atg9B Gastric cancer, colorectal cancer [15]
Atg2B, Atg4, AtgS, Atgl2, Atg9B Prostate cancer [16]
p62, mutant p53 Liver cancer [17]
PML-RARA, BCR-ABL1 Leukemia [18]
AMPK, mTORC Myeloma, pancreatic cancer [20]
&2 BREHAMENEXES
Table 2 Promotion of autophagic proteins in tumor

EHE| iR Y ERBEN

Protein Tumor type Reference

Atg7, Atgl2 Breast cancer [31,35]

Beclin-1, FIP200 Melanoma, glioblastoma [33]

H W ] DA a3 R 3596 4 B RO 1 o R 4 R P £
2R A ORI, R A A E R E S
FIKLC3 H PRI A, (RIS & B, A PR 4 B 1
& VRN AT DAKE 0% # A0 O B E BU8 ZMATMMP-
9(matrix metalloprotein-9)f¥1Z&i%, 7 Bl T M Je 24 o (1)
R, X ULRH, E R AT R I 40 i LE BB R
e iR EENLN 2 —. FRAHRERMA, B
Wik 3B o S0 i [ s, AR a2 96 4 L PR 422 2 N R 01
324 B CEIRIEITIE ML 6 kAT B & G K A (un-
folded protein response, UPR)  UPR/Z&$5 H T H4 .
S T S TR 3R 3 3 Joi P R OR 3 B B R T S R
B 22, BOEE 5 380 A 5T 0 REEAE s 4F O\ 4 A%
R 5] D — B FI R S (1 B IR A SR R B 1 o R
BEZKCE I U, DAYESRR 40 i 1E 0 DhRE A — Fh B R AR
Ll AEFRERNY, BS54 R UPR MY,
i S DG SR

4 HREBENESMIERETT

T 40 i W AE R R AR . R RIS R R E
HEE L, AATBCR R E A A B WA R R T
TH A, TRV ES R 22 A 97 249 ] LA % i yed 4 i B
W, PRIotk, %o 4 e 14T 1 Wk A P T SR B % TS
BN — R IR B e F B
4.1 BIEHIFI S R aTT

W ] DA g 4 o 3 TR ST AR, 5,

GG 07 A /IS 24 o it 40 PR ot 5 R Je AR B
JEFHIPERT, DL 45 B i 40 M 6 5-FU AN S 575 55
L0718 P PR 1= i 11 W - DB ) e IR
IT BBURAE(RE3) o RIIa T Hh [ A o) R AR 4 4
7T A7 A LA 425.

411 ¥4l AEARTAREEG  Class I PI3KAH]F.
3-MA(3-methyladenine). wortmannin. LY294002 %%,
A f 0 R I 1 Wk A 1) 7] A viridiol S 2 38 ik 410 i)
PI3P(phosphatidylinositol 3-phosphate, AtgA % 53
PR P R ) B AR ik, BEL L B R R TR A%
T A 3 W BB, VR 22 i 5T AR B, i 4 PI3 P
il R, AT ARG In e 48 M TRt T i U, an s
3-MA T H W, AR IR R 24 e 4 i ot
XS EBUR . [FIFE, 7245 e DL 1, 3-MA ]
H R 58 7 5-FU RLACA AL & 4 B0 T A FH R
4.1.2 IHIRBEERBRILEE ¥ (chloroquine,
CQ). HCQ. Lys0569LL KemonensinPH 1F 7 Fig 1 [ R
o, F B R NSV . CQIMARIME Gihie 24
Y, W LIRS 5 HT R CQER A DR, X AR/
60 fie e A B 4 ()9 R 3-MAFICQER & v] LA fin
JIev 928 210 HELK B 4 P R )

413 FpHl BrmisEER e as TATPaseflli]
A, W IB % BRI % Pl BafAl, BafB1. BafCl
A fespautin-155, BHEAG 5 W 44 A0 g 4 1) ik 500,
BafA 1K 5 3-MA R R ] DL 0 S5 0 62 48 i o) £1 2548
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&3 BEEINEF S ST
Table 3 Autophagy inhibitor and tumor therapy

|75 LIy et fEH EE BTN
Inhibitor Target Tumor type Effect Reference
3-MA, wortmannin, PI3P Esophagus cancer Enhanced radiation sensitization [39-40]
LY294002, viridio Colorectal cancer, lung cancer Enhanced chemosensitivity
Chloroquine, HCQ, Lysosomal pH Non-small cell lung cancer, Enhanced chemosensitivity and [40]
Lys0569, monensin glioblastoma antitumor effect
Afilomycin A1l Vacuolar-ATPase Nasopharynx cancer, gastric Enhanced chemosensitivity [19,43-45]
carcinoma, osteosarcoma
Spautin-1 Vacuolar-ATPase Myelomatosis Enhanced chemosensitivity [43]
siRNAs Autophagic pro- Liver cancer, bladder cancer Enhanced antitumor effect [46-47]
teins mRNA
x4 BEERHT S MERTT
Table 4 Autophagy promoter and tumor therapy
{3771 HbR iR 5 Y fEH EE BTN
Promoter Target Tumor type Effect Reference
Rapamacin mTORCI inhibitors Glioblastoma Enhanced radiation sensitization [48]
Temsirolimus, Akt pathway Thyroid cancer, renal cell carci- Enhanced antitumor [49-51]
Everolimus noma, mesothelioma of pleura
Imatinib Tyrosine kinase inhibi-  Chronic myelocytic leukimia, Enhanced antitumor [52]
tors gastrointestinal stromal tumor
Gefitinib, lapa- Tyrosine kinase inhibi-  Liver cancer Enhanced antitumor [52]
tinib, vandetanib tors
Varinostat Deacetylase inhibitors ~ Beast cancer Inducing apoptosis [53]
Arsenic trioxide Toxin Myeloma Inducing necrosis [54]

EREBUREN . £ B AN AR 4R T, BafAl
R AR NS AT 259 (R U A 4

4.1.4 ITEK G EAR K E G FOKFRKE L)
2FRNA FIl FHsiRN A BXmiRN AT 2R 85 5 4 1 e

FHOGHE DR B 3k, #4f) B W5 M. F FHsiRNA T
Atg5IPFRIE, Fi B W] DL o 2 H DR 2R 15 2 1)
JHJs A PR AE T 8 5% I R 2 1A Ak 0 52 36 v e
Atg7, 51 F2Gy/MIARIBE, (R 1Ep27 iR ILH,
4.2 BRAEHT S MEaTr

R A e e 4 O 0 T SR T 1) Sy — o A R A
FFHEFETIHLE, B A5 5 B Wt mT DUGR 3 b e 240
FET(R4). 1EMMREYT o B e AR 1 FH 77 =0
ATEL N ELR JLA .
42.1 mTOR# Al & 0% 3 (rapamacin) 1] LA
S0 22 e g 4 P A S RO, I LA o D
Ji5¢ J55 88 &4 o ) B85 5, {HL S rapamacin i 4 fif A R AR
EVEZE, SRR IR N A 52 2R H . rapamacin(] 2
— A7 4 ¥4 temsirolimus.  everolimus#liridaforoli-

mus, H: 7 temsirolimus i everolimusif it i Aktil
i% S g, BTSSR . IR e AN ]
IR0 5 22 b B RE (R 40 B B T

422 BERBOHKEEITH)F]  Imatinibse P2 M BEME
1 95 K 1 W 1) 5 98 A 0 254, e B Tl B
AR FIBCR/ABLAH HAE H, i 5 B Wi Ak AEPY,
7y — Tl % TR W A0 1) 77 gefitinib AT DA HE /N4 i
i 6 R i e BB 5 R R S B4 N .
— 4 Al i S R U A 1) 77 i gefitinib . lapatinib
vandetanib A] DL ZE K 58 B854 14705 %52, Erlotinib
T — Bz N A [ e A /N A i e 17
Pt BRI A ] 791, T LA 3 ey 200 L P s o

423  BLTERACEREIT R F) Varinostatsg /it 2 B4t
B 0 1) 751 2 —, AT DL I S p38/MAPKIE % 175 5
FLRR I A P T2

424 =ZFALZAP(As,05) A0y EE G L)
HREREU B R, TEVRIT AN R A B IR, 4
T B B R R B B B AR S SR AR A — o T AR
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Gk -

As,0,18# iF MEK/ERK(MAP kinase kinase/extracellular
regulated protein kinases)id % B{Akt/mTOR 5 T [ Ifil
TAE M & B R IE T,
43 BIERTHHEKEEH

Jib B IR AIE A S B P s AN I A DA R G S R =
B I X 2, B — fis F — Fh 2 AR M e e AT 3
—E BRI R W e F D] E R
DA S AR 25 Grig Y, & B W B A TRRE Va7 1 7
— M. BRI, 9K GWTE R B BT RE
S B DA 428 1 245 W08 TBGEE N T 78 4 i R A AR R Y
Mg, TLa —LaglRopbRla] DLUR 5 iR 20 R A B R
o FEIFIEEIENE , KBRS CQRATAEY, W LA
HINCQRIRR, i 254 ) 73 A1 LA S AR s (1) g A2,
CO0GKRITRL AT LAFE ey 15 W AH S A7 U

O 4 e IR R Tl i 175 F ROS LA K H W H1 1
T s g 24 L ) A2 B0 SRR, e SRR 48 K Bk
IHmiRNA-34a, 1755 E Wi [ A HT 270 96 20 i £ B %
B GEE,

5 S5 RE

FE 4 Ay A% 00 L P — o 7 JEE A< WL, % A
2K 1F i A 1 2K 53 LA S A T 3 o A o B
S UK E N SRR A RIEL R TZ
(963, HR 0T AR R AL SRR AN, Ve F e
ST R A 7 R ) 6 40 B 7 R £ 435 B 32 1 )
A P T R [RD; E SRR R A AR R,
W5 ) 1 FE A SRR R, AR T 1 5 0 % 2 AL
AL DA L S PR T Ry T L R
T ST 25551 2 19 F0 R AR s 4 Hh e A 11 AR

KR I TEHE BT AE 5 T IR T R 1 e 5
IR0 1) 56 2R 1 R S S48 40 11 WO 70 52 P T R
LIS, W LATR N T I W7 R 1 R
9 R FH T AL, 308 5T 92 40 L 1) E W K P, 4
e 42 200 % W R A S0 1 9 9 92 o R 1 K JRE,
SAIISRE 96T TP BT (0 5, AT A A Kt B IR 5
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