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Current Status of Epigenetic Drugs in Cancer Treatment
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Abstract Mutations in epigenetic regulatory genes are common in human cancers. The change of
epigenetic proteins will lead to at least four consequences: DNA promoter hypermethylation, genome-wide
DNA hypomethylation, abnormal histone and histone modification, and abnormal chromatin structures. With the

inhibitors of the abnormal epigenetic factors, such as DNA methylation enzymes, histone modification enzymes,
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therapeutic strategies are now being developed to target cancers with epigenetic gene mutations. So far, epigenetic

drugs showed an encouraging curative effect in many tumors treatment. More epigenetic drugs are now being tested

in several clinical trials. In this review, we present recent advances in epigenetic drug development and future

directions in this area.
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WL 18 % 2% (epigenetics) 3 EL AT 51 J& A (1 4% 1F
PR 7 AN AR SO B LT, 36 DR 20K 1 T A 1Y)
B BAERAE, RWBAE R A3 T7 I
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B ESHEARRE. ZHELE. OB Ll
RAFEE, A1 2338 B PR 3R e i AT e 5 i 8 41 A
R BT IR U5 78 A 2 5 1 fie 88 4 i ) A=
K. ki, B, R4S, LR
YA REEARFECT MR R . BRI R
HIVE T SR A 1 8T R MRg v o7 J7 1), 22 Bl 38 Mgt
2 CETTIE T IR . FI4b, X TG IT S
WTEME, B SR, LI EZR LR EMEE
S5 T AR A R KR AT et FRATAR P51 4% 24
YR RANTE], ABLTR LA 7 T T 450

1 DNARELEFHNFIF (DNA methyl-
transferase inhibitor, DNMTi)

DNA FFEEAb 2 i 5 B 1) 38 WLt A s i 4
o RERFEY], BRI AL 1. DNA
% . DNAFE 4 K DNA S & [ 5 AH B 1E F 7 :(
O EAR, MNTID I 4% 2k X 305 . FEDNA W R 4 75 g
(DNA methyl-transferase, DNMT)f¥] fi {1t T, DNAH]
CG A% TR 110 0 W A 328 9% 1 5 o PR, T e
5-F R s g, 3K LT BRI (15'-CG-3 P 41T AE
P A . FLARE . B ML E g, 0
TDNMTH] 5 1% 3& % 1 DNAJS 3 7 B 346 7K
o B B 7 AL e SR e R A
BRI, RAFBULKEHRBER, Hr
WALFEIR Z e A A i FIDNMTI, 7T BLFEAIS
JE Bl FFEAG K, BRI O AR A g S R 2

epigenetic drugs; DNMT; HMT; HDM; BET inhibitor

pl5. pl6. RbED),

DNMTiH P Fl, —Fh iz 5 IR, 454 3
DNA BJE AL &Y, B2 EDNMT) %
fiR 4, Bl LB (azacitidine) T 3 75 fih 55 (decitabine)
P9 B IEDNMTI, BT 122002 A ML . 5K
I AE S IE R I Se, HATC el S5 4mE
P J5)(The U.S. Food and Drug Administration, FDA)
KK M 2 i )5 (The European Medicines Agency, EMA)
b E H TR 97 S MRS 1 5 1% (acute myelogenous
leukemia, AML). 2 V£ 47 5. 4% 4H g [ 1fiL 9 (chronic
myelomonocytic leukemia, CMML) 15 i 4 2 7
284 {E (myelodysplastic syndromes, MDS)P!, 1%
MR RN 2 B AT 4 & M (1), 9] W Zebularine, FLAF
AR A VR, B RAKHIE T RUEA R
M, B A B IR R R B . i H IR 2
R AL YDNMTIIE 76 5F &, 5azaC. SGI-110.
CP420055 . 73— Flpl 2 FE % H IR AU I DNMTI,
‘B AE ELIRAE A fEDNMTES FF B A0 A FH AR X 3801, A
TR RIFVER . X IR2G WAL BRI 77 THI 1 R 3 Ak
T B WA R AELZ . SGI-1027. DC-053
I F1Quinazoline. Propiophenone. Pyrrolopyridine
fTHEED,

(B33 = A2, DNMTiPEAR B B0 JE 3 ios o
P A B R 1, AT Re BT OS2 . &
TR IDNMTN 15 140 A7 AE — 7€ 31,
A fe THDNAG R, 75 KDNA S, 11 AR IR 2
DNMTi IR FFVE /D, (E i PR 6 e 24 ORI R 5 4k
ARz Rk, H AT 8 RS P DNMTifY
PL/N R A o BUEOR T3 B AT F e is
I8,

2 HEAREEBEANIGI (histone
methyltransferase inhibitor, HMTi)

iR S PN R Rk Y/E SN R R R g S W
B R A R R B R, AR T
M AB i AT e A2 AEN-3im K 8 B0 R 2 IR A & 1R, i
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Z M & A W 2L 1k 8 (histone methyltransferase,
HMT)f# 46 3 7T DL — Bl 2 o 5: Ak, Gt 2
FR i) DAk A2 By W el = B AR AP, HMT2 — MR
KI5, A 8L 60Rh A [F 1 B, £ 25 4 8 5
2 IR W % ¥ % W (histone-lysine methyltransferase,
HKMT) A5 A U 2 IR F 3L 8% #2 B (protein arginine
N-methyltransferase, PRMT). 2185 [ 5% & 1) B 2L 4L
B S [P 4 A TS . DNA R B FIiE B A & &
FLEME1, SDNAM EEWANFE], 4B W EEA0 1 45
MR B S MEAEREER R L,
H3K4me3[RIAZ /M A 41 8 FTH3 AN S 25407 4812
MR(K4) = H AL B (me3), 4465 1IR3 m s
BRI RLX, 32 5 5 5% H3K9me3 M 2 i 46 Gt 4k,
H3K36me3 et [ 5 H 4112 EDNA, TMH3K36me2
{2 )5 = 20 15 T DNAM,

G9a[ X ARAE i G 851 2H B 1 60 2 RN - FE L
2 (euchromatic histone-lysine N-methyltransferase
2, EHMT2)] M1 G9aZ& L5 1 (G9a-like protein,
GLP)/& 1k H3K9mel f1 H3K9me2 [ HKMT, 5
SUV39H1. SUV39H2 F1 SETDB 1 3% [F] 41 sl i 1t
H3KOMI i 5. GOaMIGLPTER N & I E &4, X
Fh A6 W) CL 2 94 UE S Re AR 1 I 20 it 1) A G, 52
41 o ) AN A B AR TS R . G9aFNGLP Y4 il 71 £
28 W AR A, BL IR ) 55 S+ PEBIX-01294 1 fi 1 H
it Z 2 (S-adenosyl methionine, SAM) 3% 5+ 4 BIX-
01338. BRD9539. BRD4770% ¥ %1 G9a#i il 7 H i

C4 5, RIS, [N 25806 1 2 & 1G5,

EZH2(enhancer of zeste homolog 2)fEf# 1k
H3K27me3, fie it 7 Gt 5 ) T8 BROMHT ) e S 7
EZH27E 2 B fiog (an e ot BEAH R . R0 308 ik
. AL, ATs . 7 N, .
JH e il A O S R IR B . H AT
FHFANY, AEFEAE T, 1 B R IKEZH2 IR e 7% 1
VIR EZ —, 5ARMG AR . EZH24PH] 7551
FRARLL, 41CPI-1698E W 401 | EZH2 i i %, i/ 48
HE KIH3K27me3 & i, 76 A [F] 84 /I 88 20 Jifd v T il 4
it S s AR BRI T H AT, 22 ANEZH2 30 575
Tk AR5 H, 140, EPZ643832 F 7EB4H il Fl €
PR CSSRT L TR fb e T S PR R GG S0 S SR v T
GSK1261z [ EBAI ML 8 A A AR 2 &5 itk 2
T SR AN 2 R E B R VR T TR CIP-120532 H
FEBAH Mtk IR

DOTI1L(disruptor of telomeric silencing 1-like)
J& ME— [ ESETI IHKMT, L AR AF1E T 2 Fifi
o, 7EVR & W% & [ 1P (mixed lineage leukemia,
MLL)ZH i A= K AE5E th b A AT 2 . FENSD2(nuclear
receptor binding SET domain protein 2)& I 2 H¥,
DOTILBEA 2 M — AL H3K 79me2 [ . 20144F,
Kryczek%:%V& B, 1 FIDOTILA #1 FEPZ00477f¢
AN R M 4S E AR A K. 55— NDOTIL
i FIEPZ5676 75 1 L5 A1 B 8 48 £F 53 & £ 5 ik
(I AR IR 36 28 — B B 28 58 . FEMLLLIF B ¢

®1 ARAMERR P AL BES EAMEIFETT ENERIRR
Table 1 The research progress of HKMTs and HMTi in cancer therapy

i ML 7] & AT S
Enzyme Modification sites Inhibitor Indications References
SMYD2 H3K4me BAY-598 Esophageal squamous cell carcinoma, [18]
bladder cancer, gastric cancer
LLY-507 Esophageal squamous cell carcinoma [19]
Protein MLL H3K4me2 MM-401 MLL [20]
MIV-6R MLL [21]
SUV39HI1, H3K9me3 Chaetocin Myeloma, melanoma, non-small cell renal [22-25]
SUV39H2 carcinoma
G9a H3K9me2 A-366 Leukemia [26]
UNC0642 Lung cancer [27]
UNCO0638 AML [28]
NSD1, NSD2 H3K36me2 In research
DOTIL H3K97me2 EPZ-5676 Lung cancer [29]
SGC0946 Glioblastoma [30]
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B FTEPZS5676 9 A HUTH R, H 2 K 5F =
EPZ56761% FIALIT 254 1E St Itk 2 40 i 1 ifL s ¥ 97
H S 3 O e 20 A v R IR a2 e B 4 L O T
W [E A

T AN, AR 2 24 E AN A FTHKMTs(%
1), H 1, PRMTH 1] 71 (4 87 55475 28 Ak T 1 IR ik 5
HIB Bt CARMI(coactivator-associated arginine
methyltransferase 1) XX PRMT4/# 4t H3R17me2 Fll
H3R26me2, 7E Al 1) i A 7L e BERE o i 0k, Ak
4 YITBBDAN &5 A5 0k e (1) R 2E 4 Be 6 471 | CARM 1
W PEU. PRMTSfiE b HAR3me2 FTH3R8me2, &
BE 2 1 AE 4 45 (1 dips3. AR M 40 M O I T
4(programmed cell death 4, PDCD4)%%, 7& & #&. fifi
i WK R A . Chan®5U7iE H L 40 771
GSK3235025 £ 41 il vk L 78 21 fif 48 5 v B AT B
H A, Bk GSK 32350257 SR AR E 75 bk 2
JR A 9, Tk NI PR32 (NCT02783300) 71 & Tt
R

3 ¢HE B X B E LB HDH 7 (histone
demethylase inhibitor, HDMi)

NN 302 Fhal B E 2 H B AL B (histone
demethylases, HDMs), #& #% & 4 [X 35k 1 A [/ 43
N PR R NS A% P R (flavin adenine dinucleotide,
FAD){{36i [ K DM 1 Ml a- i 13 — % (a-ketoglutaric acid,
o-KG) I #t (1) IMIC(KDM2-8) % i, KDM1% ik
FEXT M H3E F AL IX 8, IRIES A EAA
[, KDM1A(H 4 LSD1)#E f# 4k 2% F 3 {L H3K4me.
H3K4me28{H3K9me. REFRZ LG0T, (H2E H
Aij 3z FH A2 I R 0 1R 240 AT DY Fb: GSK2879552.

S IR N % (tranylcypromine).  INCB059872F10RY-
1001, ¥ 1E H TKDMI1A. KDMI1A % ik 7€ bp &
e . FLIRE R ORI, TR ZE, SR
WIAH ORI IH B 0. XS 25940 HIKDM1 A1
FH 2 38 3 B IR H3 K 4me2 7K ~F- M 1T 12 338 400 B 4 44 3
fIZRik . fEMLL-MLLT3@hA 2 A I, R
PR i 3 e A A KDMUILA, A2 34 48 B 3 T R0 48 if 231k
GSK2879552 A A il il /N4 e 1) A= o

KDM4AFIKDM4B g K H3K9me2. H3K9me3.
H3K36me2. H3K36me3 2 H % 1. Black%PTE 4y
Hr821 7002 A JMgd 4 Z3FE A J A3, 18.7% 0 i e
HHKDMAAT) 5E R $5 DU 5 5 1, 72 A0 71 e, 3L
WRaE. il E . M. B, 81 AE R
G RRIEIE, R a0y . FURE
KDM4AFIKDMAB R 5l 5 2 i e A 0 2 52 14 28 1 1)
R FIE, SRR ALK, M EEEEEM. A
1T, KDM4A 411 7INSC6368 19 1E/E T K . S 4k,
KDMS5A(H3K4me3 2= F 35 Ak, 1) (1) 417 1] 75 CHIP-455
ey LEJiRa i 24 P 1 . KDM6AFIKDM6B( XL
4, IMID3) 4177 GSK-J4REHE ITH3K 2 7me3 [ 7K T,
080 e 22 P Jofd 9 4 ok 38 B AN I A, A a4 o 0 T
(#2).

4 HEBREXZBLEBHNIHIF (histone
deacetylase inhibitor, HDACi)

IEH AR A B AT 2 s R
B OE B AT, 18 8 E S 4 L R DNASE 2 [a] 1 e 5
JIFEAK, DNATE BT T8O B, 3605 % sk IR 1 1) 422
fih, {EDNATS LLRIA. HE H % 4 B AL E§(histone
deacetylases, HDACs) ¥ i B 3 ik 2 #1115 B [H 3R 18

R2 HEOERENESHEMEIFIET MENERRKRL
Table 2 The research progress of HDMs and HDMi in cancer therapy

i AL FEA 77 24 AR AT 225 R

Enzyme Modification sites Inhibitor Indications References

KDM5A H3K4me3 CPI-455 Melanoma, non-small cell lung cancer [33]

KDM5B

KDMIA H3K4mel/2 GSK2879552 Hepatocellular carcinoma [34]
H3K9mel/2 Tranylcypromine Acute myelogenous leukemia, oral [35-36]

cancers

KDM6A H3K27me2 GSK-J4 Mammary cancer, pleural endotheliomas  [37-38]

KDM6B H3K27me3

KDM4A H3K9me3 NSC636819 Prostatic cancer [39]

KDM4B H3K27me3
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L p21, [ FEARHDACSs ) K F-(HDACsik fE %
M E A E L OB, R Z IR ThRE, Wips3.
NF-«B). HDACs[]id % iA F 31 7 % L S B AL AE
RIS B S ERRE. B0 5 N
A R

HDACH H T 6 97 B2 - T4H Al 84 (cutaneous T
cell lymphoma, CTCL)] fk 37 i#% fth(Vorinostat). ¥
JT A1 FI T4H ffd 78 (peripheral T cell lymphoma, PLCL)
(1) DU ] Ath(Belinostat) LA A [A] i) % CLCLAMIPLCLA
R % K H 3 (Romidepsin), iX3Fh 2454 £ £ 4 FDA
B, FFHRNIEREEH . 5358, B14MAFRFHDACI
FEVR T LR S A4 i 968 19130 22 T IR k36 v
iZ . 70 B 2R B 5T, VPAL LBHS89.
LAQS824. vorinostat. SBHA. TSA% % FhHDACI
INGYF, REA A ) R R 2K TR A AR I A K R KT
FE/RHDACIH AN I 50 A 0

H i, HDACif) VAL H] I ATE &, T H I XT
BE(HDACsH AR I 185 Xt 3 DR 114) 2 i 110 ik
PR, S5, 200G IR R B, 75 SLAAR R
B FTHDACIRUR R AN 2. At e rh &
B 5 DNMTi— 28 #H0E 2 K I 2B & A6 H

5 BET(bromodomain and extra-terminal)
HIHIF

4 A AR OB I 2 HDACS 5 3%
NI A5 YR 2 (1) Q2D B, AR 1) 2H B 1 2R T
PL# BRDs(bromodomains)#t A4 35k Bt 4 57 P b 1H ) .
BETHE H R 45 & OB AL iR A AR 2L, A3 T B
JE FIRNAR & BFINE 2503, J8 she s, i
TR WA GBI D RE, P ge i A . S
4. BET& —MRERHI KL, AFFBRD2. BRD3.
BRD4FIBRDT. 1 X A&IBET & A 180 & 7E—
b 27 DL B IR b R 4 B 9 (NUT midline carcinoma)
1, BRD3E(BRD45E [K] 7 7 45 GENUTMI, 77 AE i 2
¥ FAABRD3-NUT. BRD4-NUT, ## % [A & (438 it
i e-MycFE R FRak ) b 5z o34k, 2 3 i s 44 g
FEAEN, HAT, fEZ MR OREE . SRR R B
i 2 RMEE R PRI . RS AN R
AUAMRSE . FLRE . T . O SRR /NG M i)
BT H ORI, HIHIBETHR 68 % A6 R ) Je 48 i 1 A

K.

JQ1ZBRDA4 1] 4 fill 77, ‘& 5BRD4-NUTK %
T I R A . WuZERUR B, JQI AT LLIE I 41
Bic-Myci 5 FImiR-1271-5p i # I8 32 &1k 7 25
ABT-263%F B A i 2 14 (1) 45 E W 9 197 2. B i,
TEN-0107/EAMLAIMDSYf J7 H 4b T I PR 56 B B,
H WL 5IQUAH 2Kl 3 W MBETHI i 5/0OTX015
Hlcpi-0610 T 28 44 1iE B 75 W6 JA i 75 8 1 iy v 2
AR BRItz 4, A R ZBETH) I 71 4k Tk
3G Fr B, 1 GSK525762. MK-8628. ABBV-075.
ZEN003694. BMS-986158F1PLX511074% .

6 FITIRERIEEHIFIF (isocitrate
dehydrogenase inhibitor, IDHi)

I R I 4B (isocitrate dehydrogenases,
IDHs) A3 = %, IDH1(4H 2 5 H)FITDH2(ZE R A H)
T AL T AR AE L o-K G, IDH3(Z kA ) ) 2
5 = R 1 1 K (tricarboxylic acid cycle, TAC). IDH
RE M A0 7 7 15 TR ST R AR a-KG I CO,, [ I
T HI S HNAD % 52 £ [ANADP.  IDHZEA: 2= {4k
o-KGAE i — F 8 AR #UD-2-52 18— FR(D-2HG),
SE R S E TDNAL 415 AR R SRS
mTORIE %, 3 ifi sz s AR K IG5 1R .
IDHI(R132H)FIIDH2(R140Q+ R172K)I5RAS, HH4]
F& E20%[1 AMLF150%~80% 1] % Jii 988 A1 L Ath Sz 4
Je (035 B PR YR N RO iR ) £ 2 rpod i b J 14
DY A3 o XDHAM 750 AT DAIE e sk b 50 4 6 4
IHERR, 15 FH3K9me3 ) 2 H B4k, SRk 2V6 97 fif
A E 1

AGI-51987& 15 M Agiosfil 245 /3 7 & BLIIDH1/
RI32HZ AR B4 7)1, fe % 75 5 4H 8 FTH3K9me3
FLH B, A5 5 5 TR0 AR G AR R [ R IA .
7] Agiosiill 25 /> B & HIAG-1201F A #E &5 5 AGI-
5198404, T ¥A 7 mIDH1 R &35, H A 4b 13
e AR I B B . — TAML I A 16 25 S B, 24
YA B3R N 33%(21/63). AG-221 42 IDH2(R140Q/
R172K) 0 1 ARAM A7), £ETDH2 548 H A4 ) e 3979 1 37
RGO R IR UF o 5 — WAML I IR
Iorh, 228 RIAG-2111697 )5, 15867 21k # 1
LI B R 40%, Hrh16.5%(26/158) 5 3 (1) B
AT AS AL/ P MR 20 BT B0 5 I 1
AG-2113L4b T I G R 78, SIKFDAR )L 25 F145
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SE R B IE . AGI-6780(#11 ] IDH2/R140Q) 8E 1%
W DNAFIZH 8 o B R R Ak, DDA I PR 2E
T AML & # A 6] 2 WL 25, 361 58 = 2 il )
A 24 58 4= GRS LI RE 8 K . AG-881
T & &) B 0  IDH 1 ATIDH2, Agios'E W ‘S FRAG-881
AILLSE Ad i R BRI, BOR I R R VR T Rk
2 —, BT Tl AR5 o B

7 MLL-fusion®&EH

B RIMLLYR W5 1 8 B B A B 1 Th g, AT 1k
HDACHIH3K4/F) H 34k, RIS RENE I Hox. Meis-1
SRR IE, HAaT R IMMLLE A H 1~511
FhD RS, B 7T A £ 1 JEMLL1. Bl O MLL 1 1k
H3K4me3{E A 3+ AN i, {HE 5WDRS. ASH2L% %
RS G I M B A R R A RE 7, DRI, $) e 5
WDRS [ AH FLAE FH A2 — i i) 5 35640 A 200 =K

TET5%I0 32 ) LAN5%~10% 1) ) L2 AR f Sk
HIRE A, 115 ek BB ERE. S
SEIE WL, AT K BOMLL-fusiond (K17, 15 5 1R 2, 3E
2% R B . MLL-fusion2& [ gmtid 1) & — R F4H
EPEMED, BELMEAEREAESHERK
£ V). MLL-fusion#k 7% A SETY) eIk, H #i I
VA S T8 B4 )9, MeninE & S MLL-
fusion i [ A 4% §IL B R 1) Q8 25 11, FFREAE o 5
BN 725 e e 2 R 5%, (23EMLLT
KA. EDBEE TR FIMCP-16EF s 45 &
Menin M 1 BH B MLL1 5 Menin ) #1 B /E f§. MLL-
fusion I AN LA AR 1 1) DhBE, &A1 14 12 Hox
FMeis- 155 F5 R 31K (1 3 [RIML ) 2 — 2 R FH il 2
FHA 5 o) — R F B BEDOTIL, [A ik, DOTILHY
565 B WTMLL Rl & 25 B R Dh e — & UK
R A 8 R, EYR YT I AR, R4
il FL 4 A (1 B SRR RLER 1T T AF DG I8 sk 4
BRI, Ik 2GS H .

8 g

U S5 R T ) 2 WL A% 25 0 F T ORI I R 3R
TR A2 —. 12, RS IR T F
AR REA L . HEBDNA . 4L (Rt
i, T R 45 ST B — e —, A AR R — X £
UK, 76 25 R 7 I, -t R RE A7 75 3% RE 1 i)
R, L IDNMT /R L, 9 R B S k.

12 HTDNM T Hr 0 Ak 100 ) P 400988 26 O8] 1 (] B,
TEAE mRIB I B R AR 7 Ak, FEAS IR 20 2R 40
Jie, 5 e e 3k R I B, AR R AE AW AR
AR R 25 72 15 0 R AL 24 2800 52 ik 75 i3 — 2 A
Fo URRT AAE R v 1) B T v 24 3t R TR B R M

EIR AR 2 1) U LA O, (B R ARE T 1% 48
HYNETT, RMEAL IR BRI — 2@ e H. &
LB A SO E i Rg e 5 Hh ke 3 B AR RS, st
JiR B T 0 R DR 1) 301 v B PR AL 3 Bk gk
/b, P 2 41 (antigen presenting cell, APC)JEiZ:
WU, AT e S e 6 itk o AE L B A I IR 1 36 H &
I — LR W8 A% 25 ) (LL LnDNMTI) e % A 2502
ZH A0 25 P 2 & K (major histocompatibility complex,
MHC)f 2 3, $8 55 25 N T g Xk fif 983 1 % 453 18
DAL IGAE e 2 3697 v, 106 FH SR LB AL 24 P e 8 14 31§
HIT RN B . 7T, RTT IR, g huE 2
DRI AFAE B 24 1 — B A M DA R ) e, T 245 1)
e 1 B T R I HE v A L £ T 4 | ATKDMIS AT
KRk, 18 F R s % 25 Y (HDACEKMDS A
Ry T DA i 24 1 1 AR, SR ZGAL. [EIR, R
WL A% 250 e L4 AE F T O 7= AR i 24 M 140 e 4
FHI R . A THED, B 2 ()R I AE 259
TEARFRLE P AE BT, XIH 0N
JRE YR T N BT RS 7T
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