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DNA Scissors —TALEN and CRISPR/Cas

Ni Peiling, Liu Chang, Chen Lingyi*
(College of Life Sciences, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract Genome editing refers to the experimental technique which could modify the DNA sequence at
a certain region in the genome. It has important application value in studying the function of genes, as well as gene
correction and cell replacement therapy. In this paper, we summarize the recent progress and application of genome
editing technology, with emphasis on two sequence-specific nucleases — TALEN and CRISPR/Cas.

Key words  Genome editing; TALEN; CRISPR/Cas

WEFUIE A EY) F DI RE N B 2T Bl 0 L RS R ARG IE B L2, A i AR
BEAT 8 1 LS iy L 2 e, 3K 48 A 0 5 22 DR R R B 1A 3 I RAR KA 5L D Dy i, (H 2 I 2L 0

[ EARRR A SR (b S 31271547) [ SR RURERIT TR S v RIAHEE S 2010CB833603) U H #2013 AL 75 A S RE v R SRl 22 LA
ARG IR (HE S 71103503) %% Bh ) i

U . Tel: 022-23505821, E-mail: lingyichen@nankai.edu.cn

This work was supported by the National Natural Science Foundation of China (Grant No.31271547), the National Key Basic Research and Development
Program of China (Grant No.2010CB833603), the Program for New Century Excellent Talents and the Funds for National Basic Science Personnel Training (Grant
No. J1103503)

*Corresponding author. Tel: +86-22-23505821, E-mail: lingyichen@nankai.edu.cn



2

AL -

16 iz 2 B PR A A 3R A A REHEAT R 2 A B B
B o T 17 9050 T 2H A 3 F 2 ATl ok B N, B SR AT A
PRERf OO 8 R RTEAT 2, (B R R P B 2, Bl
HAWMAT, FENH B —E KRR, Bk, i
FATT— EL IR — Pl n] s 2 G AT AT i IR R 41 1)
S T Be——BE DK 21 20 4 (genome editing). T LA
ok, KPR 2 4 B SE I BORAT B TR R g . 3K
ATTRE A b 2k v AL 45 5 TR 20 20 4 1 R 1) 0T 8 2
FFCIN I, A5 B A 21 e s B0 1 R AN R A 1 il
(transcription activator-like effector nuclease, TALEN)
1 CRISPR/Cas(clustered regularly interspaced short
palindromic repeats—CRISPR-associated protein)iX
FPEEA

PLAE (0 35 DR 2 4t 98 BOR 2 AR T — 223131
B2 P A A% BRI AEDNA D), 7 4 XUSE DN AT
A, R A A [R] PR i 34 4 ML A (non-homologous
end joining, NHEJ)&{ [A] Y5 # 41 1 il (homologous
recombination) K 1& Z DNAWT &1, 5 b [A] i, XFDNA
iy L P S UREA TR BB 1) AR FIPAR I 1
STRLH AT LURE W7 528 10U A S B G K, fE1E
SR L R v 2 o A N Bl SR SR AR i IR
R SRAR, ) 2 A5k BRI 1 Ty e 2 S RHR, M1 SR A
AR s SR AR A N O DNy BB ) i 250 1 e
JE3HIAEHAS, WIFE R F K B S R IR AL B
SR BEE TN, T BEXT H A Dh E M. XUEEDNA
W e A S, A TR ST NBEARDNA R 41, Gl 1 [
FH B, AT DURE e vk BB, 48 AR E ) —
BJv 4 (knock in) MBS 2 77 41 (knock out)BER
AR SE I BAE B A o 5 NIRRT 81 ) DL B
DNA, tha] DU A 1K A Y58 1 DN A [ 5
AN LHIFIAL GE 2 SR R 4 A 3 5L P
5 AT RN AT A TR DX 3, EL2E DR A SUEEDN A BT
SURIAELE, ] RORH & 7EDNAWT i A ] U5 52 24 1) A
e, NIMTPRAE T 5 g I 208 . RIVREABE R
L A 2 FR R 4 S B A () 5K i 3 2 18 B ALK,
A5 T2 ML 7S 500 A5 b A [R] U5 A A AR,
DAL R LS DR A 1 AL

HAT, D ] T 55 DS 20 Gt 450K 1) P 1R
e M ) % T I £, 955 B F 8 A% 2 I (zine-finger nuclease,
ZFN). TALENFICRISPR/Cas. 4¥45 % 1% Wity 43 A F
F AN BER 45 R3] PR =N DNABHE [ Ji 2K
Bevt, W LGS e DR 2H B R A AR ) A8 A,

B ] R B 4 45 F BH SIDNA ) s S5 v R, S 3%
LRI AR, 5 BEA 2 ANZFNs, JF P I k4 57
P FIAT) B R R = B ZENS! 2, Fir LA, B 5 TALEN
MICRISPR/CasH A (1) HI IR, B2 (R RKIEH T
TALENAICRISPR/Cas #4735 D5 2H 4t 4

1 3R HEFHYA E F #%ER B (tran-
scription activator-like effector nuclease,
TALEN)

B SR W - FFE RN IRl - (transcription activator-
like effector, TALE )5 #) e {H A W) B0 11 3 . AT
J& (Xanthomonas) | K B o 3X FE R 205 b i ik
T 73 h R S0 K TALE SR 13 S 2R 40 i, 4R
J5 TALERE i3z 2141 oA, 58400 E0R% 40 i ) e s A
T8 F 40 L PR L 5B, TALER) 45 04 (45 )L
AN EDIREH I3 BoE AL 5 FC-Si R R T 0 X
AT IA) IR &5 S DNA R AR B 52 X071, rhja) i
DNAZ; & X I i — R 5150 H v A2 1 v] 8 5 o0

or CRISPR/Cas  Homologous

template
+
DSB \

Y

l ZFN, TALEN

NHEJ

Y
A ;

Indel

s/t

B 5 4% B8 W (1435 ZFN . TALENBY{CRISPR/Cas)[IEHI F, #
R AV L3 BOSUBEDNAT A3, SR 5 I I 30 1o 3 [ 98 R i 3
A R AL AT A . AN TR A [ YA i X A AR A S
DX DNAR] S S8 A sl B 5822, (H A sl BR FITDNACK /s AN ay
5 IR LA 3 (K42 R 05 ZE AR IR DN A (RT LU XU ol F g
DNA), M4 AN [l (RBEAR 3EAT 16 52 m] S 5505 B DNA — S0 1 1 A\ 54
MRAE . DSB: AUEEDNAWT 5; NHEJ: M) U5 K i 7% 4%; HDR: [A]V5
TN FIMEE; Indel: 36 A DMER .

Double strand break (DSB) is generated by sequence-specific nucleases,
including ZFNs, TALENs and CRISPR/Cas. Subsequently, DSB
is repaired either through non-homologous end joining (NHEJ) or

J HDR

homology directed recombination (HDR). Imperfect NHEJ repair leads
to insert or delete (indel) at the DSB site. HDR requires homologous
DNA donor, and the insertion or point mutation introduced to the DSB
site is identical to donor DNA. DSB: double strand break; NHEJ: non-
homologous end joining; HDR: homology directed repair; Indel: insert
or delete.

Bl BAERBRERARMEKRE

Fig.1 The mechanism of current genome editing technology
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J&, RIRTALER) A] H5 Hoc s H — My 8.5~28.51,
WL A 1758 RS 5T B AL RR33~35 N
FEMR, B S — Rl Ik . 7EIX33~35NE LR,
P T 1 2RI EE 13AL [ I AN AR AR I 2 R R v e T XA
AT BT TR S U B , X P AN SRR R A
4 0] AR XU F(repeat variable di-residue, RVD)Y,
KA RER YOE T 84 50 TR FIDNA
B IE, 440 HDIRHIC. NIE A, NGIHHIT. NN
PUMABLGT Y, F - A T 57 B T0 0] B — /N il O,
AR AN [R] B AT B G AR GRS ke, TR 14204
G, 2 AR BIES E DNAF 4. 4R J5 AEN-i5 0
A AT S, FRAEC-u RS b Fork TR 18 P DI i
(I ENX, A% B T TALERZ FR B (TALE nuclease,
TALEN)(KI2A). H T Fork 1T5 5 Kk — B4 K IEY)
EIVE T, T — X TALENSL R AE . WA
TALENH Jl| FIDNAAT 53 8] [FIDNA T 51 v Bk A
spacer, — % }j14~18 bp®l.  PIATALENS: & 214 H
[IDNAJT41 I, S}, PIASTALEN Fork T4 A V)
fiff &5 #4 35k ] A spacer b B % R AR, HDNAIEAT V)
#, T2 O EEDNAWT ST (E2B)!M . i TALENY) 47
IR S T PIANTALEN R 21 S [l g o
FFNTALENH A 16N IE I DNA T 41, A TALEN
57 0 5 PR S P el b 32 ik K- JBE [ DNAE 471
Y. Ik, TALENY)EIDNARE 7P &, IXAEVTF
Z S AR B T s,
(A)
NLS Central repeat domain
N

(B)

NI

_GE[l]J]]:l-N

A: TALEN Y T ZE Dy fig DX A5 50 (1) 4% 2 A {55 (NLS), i EE X
RS (1K) Fork TR AEALIX; B: B§ANTALENSS & F1 0UBEDNAA I 11 5
AN, U, Fork TEEAEAL X TG S AT DI EIUEEDNA .

A: a TALEN is composed of three important functional regions, a

nuclear localization signal (NLS) at the N-terminus, a central repeat
domain and a Fork I catalytic domain at the C-terminus; B: two
TALENS bind to two neighboring DNA sites allowing Fork I domains to
dimerize and cleave DNA.

El2 TALENH9ZE#FN{ERHLE]
Fig.2 The structure and mechanism of TALEN

A LEZENE AR, TALENF{IDNA R 5751 i £f 5
(1 B s ke, — AN 5 B T B — AN,
I, TALENP) B¢ v B i £ 5, 1 HL A2 1] 50K I DNA
J7 80 DARAE D) EIAT 20 S R0 +S1, - [RLE, TALEN
FOAR UG IR A AR 2 S 90 %R

2 CRISPR/Cas&%:
CRISPR/CasH A2 53T 24 S 1) — T Kk [X] 4
$2 AR CRISPRIF 4= FR by B % 1Ry« 0 A2 1) g 1)
0] 3¢ & 5 ¥)(clustered regularly interspaced short
palindromic repeats). F 7E19874F, £l 2 K ut & &
& BLAE 90 B P AF AECRISPRIF 41, {H % 7 51 — I 4h
HEAGEATEEREM . FEEVTTREAN, B
R OEAEVEZ M E AN A B R T CRISPRIF
51| FICRISPRA ¢ (Cas)3ik [Xl. CRISPR-Cas & 4t /&
£ eSS s e Sl R R L S/ 1 AR 2 e )
I3 AN UEDNAR) B AfE, M AR AE 5 55 55 40 ok AN A2
FUO HAEY, CRILT =R KA CRISPR-Cas £
4. R FPICRISPR-Cas 5 4t 34 00 7 H AT 1% 1R g v 1k
[RICRISPRAH X (Cas)HE R A g 5 D) BT s s S PRI
IE G ABRNAI2, TIAICRISPR/Cas 7 4t 78 K 45 7 fig
AN 77 2 — M 1, Bl CasOZ RN 2 5, i1, T
CRISPR/Cas 5 4t | 75 B 2 Bl il B & W) 4 e
ATAE D EERY, AL, 1T AUCRISPR/Cas & 4t Hh oAt
FRCRISPR 2 4t 5 4 a7 {1, DR bk fi 3 5 7 5 R 4 9
BRI AR KR DR 2H 4 % P CRISPR/Cas e A
FEIE N HCasOR Gt CasOF% IR i 2 A 14 H Cas9
A AS JE 4 69 IRNA-crRNART 14 (precursor
CRISPR RNA, pre-crRNA) Hl trans-activating crRNA
(tracrRNA)A 1o 7EBRAREEBK Pl (Streptococcus pyoge
nes)H, pre-crRNA flltracrRNAY {1 CRISPRA. i |
B S ok, SR G pre-crRNAGH 1 H: & 45 1) 5 & ¥ 41
(direct repeat) FltracrRNATE B(RNA R — 4K, Jf 45
 #l|Cas9tE [ |, Cas9tE [ 1 X pre-crRNAME 47 BY
) LA 3R 43 5l 2 FIerRNA, Bl 2 FIerRNA L K 5
20 Bk 5 1) 1) 5 P %1 (guide sequence)ifl it 5 H Y
DNAW - F1 B AR K 5] 3 HEACas9E G R LV HI H
[IDNA(KI3A). BE T 3 FIerRNA F 11 1) 5 7 41
Ab, LT3 751135, Cas9 YA IFIDNAT Sk 2525
A — PAM(protospacer adjacent motif)[X 1. 7 fi
JHRHEBR TR FCRISPR R G0 L, KR T-HE 7471 J I PAM
J3 41 35" -NGG™, 1ijCasO U A A 55 145 7 1 5t e
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207/ 3 11 1] 5 P 41 F3AN B B (I PAMT 41) 3 [i]
SE o IXFEIFCRISPR/Cas 5 4 3. H] -k [A] 4 4 4 10,
WL EKIECas9t H+ pre-crRNARItracrRNA —4~4
B BRI, Kfpre-crRNAFItracrRN AR 2 il —
AN il A RNA(single-guide RNA, sgRNA)E U pi 74
JcrRNA FlltracrRNA, [F] £ 7] DL 5 Cas9 3 [A] 45 H] 4
S D) H (FDNA, MIM# CRISPR/Cas £ 4t faj {41k
Cas9 %K [ FlsgRNAP AN 73 (K13B)>24, dhAk, F-AT]
SIS = W Cas9 R GE I, 75 K215, Cas9i
I FlsgRNA P A 4173 V) FIDNA [F %4 % L Cas9H [1
pre-ctRNAFltracrRNA =N H 73 R0 5 o

3 TALENFACRISPR/Cash LLER
TALENAFICRISPR/Cas$i A M 15 1 g # _F #B1R

fai o, B FHES . TALENS AR MR — A EE o
X N — R A, K 2 AN AT R T R A — Rk
WU 41 15 S . 1T CRISPR/Cas A A 8t 1
crRNA B sgRNA F20/Mg kL1 7] 2 /741 5 H IFIDNA
R HAN, LSR5 S 41 5 I PAMUT 41 ok g s V)
FILT RURRE R . 344K, CRISPR/Casty)#IDNA
() 250 % B v T TALEN®, Jir L, F) FICRISPR/Cas

RGP DI, AT R 3 R AL 2 AN a3 T
DI R, F8 5 F — 0 5 2 A sgRN AR B
DNAZRTFEA 55 (1) 7N L2

MTALENZKCas9 ) Ji ki #4 i I K F, CRISPR/
Cas R G A XS ] #. TALEN$ A ip 75 B0 2 AN &
53 HR G T 4y B B DA A DR FE A ) TALE 5
52 8 735 R BT SR 214152931 i CRISPR/Cas 5 48
b LT 2028 sgRNA B crRNA H12055 304N Bl 5 1) 171] 5
FEBIRIR], — 5 1] BRI 431 o B S5 il v] 50 B2
IR R sgRNA K AN R 2110038, it &
[P PIRPR EIEIR

A2, YDA 3 5 P oK 3, TALENZE
ELCRISPR/Cas & 4t % 4f. TALENWD #| {7 £ 1) k5
S B ASTALEN P U 3 51 36 W) g o nig A
TALENH 1682 IDNA 741, #5A TALENF V)
H) IR R Sk A PR 32N B R S I DNA T 51 5,
B 7E472(1.84x 10" )4 i 55 K 2 11 B HLDNAJF 41
A4 R —/NTALENY 47 £, fJCRISPR/Casft]
R S PR T 20 WL 1) 1] 3 P 1 FHPAMT 41 (i
Cas9IfJ5'-NGG), A LE42(1.76x10") ANl 56 K 1)
BEHLDNAJE S i o I — N CasOf V) EIAL st o I

(A) Cas9
N PAM
T LT Mature
J,  ctRNA
Guide ="
sequence 1’ & '
\trachNA
(B)
Cas9
= PAM
" TTLITI LTI seRNA
/
Guide
sequence

A: crRNA 5tracrRNATE i 2 A0 F:Cas9 1 A1) #) H FIDNA TR & 18; B: sgRNAS 5:Cas94k F V)% F (UDNATR & 8. Cas9% & il ik 1) § 5
%1)(guide sequence, [T 4L (bR ) 5 DNASERT A CHE (bR ) 45 4, 17 ELSE 3 41 1 37 4 200 PAMIX 35 (B (6 BRvE ) o
A: schematic illustration of the crRNA: tracrRNA complex-guided Cas9 nuclease; B: schematic illustration of the sgRNA-guided Cas9 nuclease. The

Cas9 complex recognizes its DNA target through the pairing between the guide sequence (marked with red) and the target DNA sequence (marked with

blue) upstream of a PAM (marked with yellow).

El3 RNANFCas9ERIE BHMDNATEE
Fig.3 Schematic illustration of RNA-guided Cas9 nuclease
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4k, CRISPR/Cas ] T 7 41|53 (1) 45 AN B 2 5 1R 031
P S5 B L AMP BESRAN T A, 5848 ) 315 4715 0 (1) 1~3
ANPRAE PO PRI T CasORI PIBI R, A TE 4 BH Ik
CasOXHELDNA 2, JRAE CasO VI BN 2538
PLRPAMJT 51)—5"-NGG, {HCasofJhfiE Lh— 2 [ 30%
WAV 51) 5 -NAGHIPAM)E 71, #E— 5 B A
T CasOffE SRS, BI{#CRISPR/Castiy A fHE 51
FHAR, {HAEXTCRISPR/Cas A3 #1453 1) 5 R A& 1 /)~ B
FE G40 ML AT DNA 1 430 17, At Hod R b
HEIAR LG, T H BT A R R L 124
RECARIE, LA el 2 5 1 sgRN A TR I A7 555552,
XKE, FRATLE % FECRISPR/Cas B #I A7 A I, AJ % 4%
DR P B AT A 10 04 3 A, DARER AT Mot A ) M 4

T kDR ECRISPR/Cas 2 48 (145 0k, 7]
W3 Cas9 2 5848 K1 432 Cas9 8 1 A% IR I T
Mo Cas9#E 114 7 HNHFIRuvC 5 A 5 A% B2 g 3%
(1) 45 K 18, 1) BIDNA, HNHZS #1817 %] 5 crRNA
0] 3751 AN IDNA BB, 1T RuvC 45 k438 ) B85 1) 9E
T AMDNA FUEE, T T U EEDN AT 22, i S
RuvCZ5 il — AN R & E IR I AL K TN 2 1R (D 10A),
W) AT LA A RuvC 45 46 38 O 2 R R g 3 1, 5 B SR
[11Cas9 2R [1(Cas9n) H e 7E AUEEDNA - 77 25 4 il
M (nick). IXFE, Cas9OMf) P9 1) B 1 5t 42 4 Cas9n it
DI RS P (nickase) s R 7 /EDNA_FE)#]7 A XU6E
DNAWT £, 5t 2 H CasOn Al — X sgRNA 7 51 £F XY
BEDNAM & 45 5 B D) gk sl 1. i g — A
CasOn ) ] 7= A= 1 B ol 112 9l v A 0 M AR B 1)
k15 4 842 (base excision repair, BER)IZ &, N 7E
FE D ZIDNA L e 5848 . X I, BUEEDNART A5 1)
5 S PR P A sgRNA I R A s 3L Rl e, B AR
472x472(3.09x10%) B 3 K B 1) B A LDNA T 41 4
23 WA [F IS 4 5 > CasOn ) B (67 5. AL, 3
ik FH AN Cas9ny™ A2 15 /> BLEEDNASE 1 LLIE il XUEE
DNAWT £ SRS, 747 2 42 = CRISPR/Cas R 4L (1)
R, T FL 5 VR A B AR XUEDN A BT £ 2E 1)
A,

4 TALENFICRISPR/Cas8i A K A=
TALENFICRISPR/Cas#f fit 5 R b ) EIDNA LA
P UBEDNAWT #4723 DR 20 g i b n R 0 2%
T, SR T A G0 5 DR R RN RN B (R R T
o ARSI DR R AR N 75 BRI T4 158

JHE R DNA R B AR B, SR 5 B4 5 G T
I M S B0 SR AR A AR S AR, TR AR R
R A BEIRTF I TR SR BRI o XA IR AE
I, H oo dh # A%, 1fi b H TALENFICRISPR/Cas,
Al 4 G i TALENTAmRNA, 5% K 4 15 Cas 9 mRNA
FIsgRNA, VEH ANZHEINH . TALENFICRISPR/Cas
DI A (R AUEEDN AT A, Wil INHENME &, i
PR T A%, n] T B R ) e 1 42 2R, U)o Rl 2 K]
Wi %, fETALENAICRISPR/Cast) HIDNAH [A] i, 42
ik PA B Bl UL (KRB DN A, A 38 i [ 51 7 20 15 53 by
RCELGI N 8 I AL 8l 2 4f ADNA Y B Al
TALENZLCRISPR/Cas, CLZ83K 1 T Fk A Rt b ol me A\
PR R BEE M. KA. R, KRG, M,
S B I ADL B - A1 4262834461 K] CRISPR/Cas [ 1y
VI 22, CRISPR/CasHi A 0] [F] 45— P 1 st B
AE R AL, 1 ) &, CRISPR/Cas 3
2 1] [F] I P AN AL R DI, AR 7R S EE DN AR (1)
G P AT REE A, 75N AUE 5] AN LoxP )7
H1l, NI Ha 3 2R A R AR (VO A7 A, T Al R R R T
TR P S 53 A 5 DAL B0 40 ) B i) 28T

TALENFICRISPR/Cas /™ 5 19 & A il B A1
NAEA M 7K P b m] SEER, AN ] i 8 36 DT D g 6
BIE 5T, 3 n] R FH T 9 s A5E TR A 7 R Al i ARE
I7 o TEM PR |-, Piganeaus“ | H TALEN
AR G 1R P 4% G 0 B e A DT O B R A
B, B TA] R P K 41 bk B2 9 (anaplastic large cell
lymphoma, ALCL)AHR G aAR S0 . ZEINIRTT
J7 T, R AR 1P S A i Hh 3093 58 A2 3 i TALEN
FERBEATIEIE, K91 Wl )] T8 2040 Ha 23 ifi i R b o
Y B RE T 1) AL 859 T 4 A T e it 77w
AEMSY, BRPEE FRAS R O 1 3R 3 KA i (recessive
dystrophic epidermolysis bullosa, RDEB) & HHCOL7A1
BRI B S AU, S TALENA Y S 0955 A S 55 A
SEAR ) JRAAE T, K AT BE VA T X PR R T
FERI4IDNA, TALENH A I 0] DL R 5848 1) 57 28
RLAA, 0 T7 SR R 584 S 3R i el

2, TALENFICRISPR/Casf Ay i B, KoK
PE T REEE SO L T AL B AT A8 1 R 2 4 T
77, XN HESI 0 R D) B BRI, ok (L 2k i AR
TBIT IO o T A P AN % 00 255 DR 2 G R BOAR,
TALENHICRISPR/Casti A3 &b 71 AN Wr & R [ i Bz,



AL -

CRISPR/CasHi A I #E LR, dF— D4 mDNAY) ¥
(%%, 14143 TALENHMICRISPR/Casti A A5 5 ) il ()
o BT ek DI DN A A% BRI ) 80 Ry Sk
b, Q] S G R AN B 1 IR AL,
A i [R5 T A 3 () SE PR 2 g 0%, o A
Y B AR R A R AR R )
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