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WA A 1 il A o VARV A JIBE 4 A ol TR ) e
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KU R 45 R 0. 35 Jo T8 B LA 29400-900 40 K K /N
I W% 7N (autophagosome)'©, %4 H I /N Ah 5
I A BT Bl VRO R, A N R IR R
VIR S5 M NS I AR nl vt b, IR & Ae— &
K AR A D A0 B, TR TR T T e N 0 il A

FWBRL I T PR E R R A R /& (autophagic
body)®. PRIE A0 M 15 WRAE R A IR
T AR 22 A0 P B A R i 1 (%) O RR i A I £
R B 1 [ B R AE U9, T A WA A —Fh i 3
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Fig.1 Schematics of steps involved in macroautophagy'

IS o It X6 25 S B (Saccharomyces cerevisiae)
Hh IR SAR AR R KRB Bk, 4Tk B R AH G Sk A
(AuTophaGy-related gene, [#FK ATG JE ) #7355 H
SRS, H TR RE T OS5 30 RAS ATG £, 1X
L ELIR g bt = ) 2 5 AR/ ) & AR, £
AT AR B . & W
W Rl 25 (EAAR S R WL Fig.1). R ATG EH S
5, nTRUE S N LA DRl PI3K B4
Ry 52 £ ATGS. ATGI2 HAE A
. ATG9 H&1K. ATG1 H 41K M SNARE H &
A o241 A AR AR ) R DR A 4 ) LS 93 #T
7, BRI B IR BE ATG HE DA 1) [R5
DAL, 157 40 T 1 Wt 2 7 S04 AR ) TP b A AR s,
1.1 ¥ ATG &R

PRI ORI 30 24N ATG JE[K(Tablel). 4
P BF () 2% DL EL RN [R) (TOR B34, B TOR A AN
5 00), MY EE AL b o AR BRI E AR 2 45 DU,
WL I+ ATGS 4745 9 NANFI ) #5 D1, ATGIS . 8
ANPEUL . WEFRRM, AtATGS 1ERL 7+ BT 25 5 vh
ARk, R e AT REE S, HFHEAF
(R B W BB A K, AR ] 1) ] 05 25 DR o] BEAEAS [+
2% B BUR BB BORAE FHB; B T AR A iRk
TEAEZE SO, ANIFIR) AtATGS 15 1N Yo BE IS e 1 55
Gz I RIS WASAH R X AtATG 18 TR

B, AtATGI18 AF¥5 VIR e M o8 B h R IAA
i, ot AtATG1S a, b, c, d fEFTE 8% B R 3876 KIE,
AtATGIS f, g, h IRIERRER e T T, 1M
AtATG18e 1L A AL BRI IR . LENEASEERE . &
WU, AXAT AtATG1S a, f, g, h MFKIEZHS T,
T SIS A BN, AN AtATG 18a (235 TH 13, 4R,
TP I R B T A 5 55 B kA I R b g 45 7 1)
ATG 13 FE R P2, e REHZ AL R a0 8L 11 5 ATG 1
S5 T3 BN A 15k ) R A R R DGR |, TiAE
NS R, 2 bbb T AR ATG13 1 H
WA . M) ATG 13 [FIE R 5 8 T HoAe
H W B (A A R

AR Z BV ATGH N HERFATG RN 7 41
B e (R ARARLRE, AR D e H A S50 R W R MIATG
FERIFA e BAMLAEAH N e BESR [ A i e 2. 2
R TE 1) HE 88 AR B P S D B T AN AR ATG HE A
WA AtATG4. AtATG6 R AtATGS R NbATG6 2373,
JUE I, I AE RO R ) B VR LA R 500 ST T
53 ATG FER D) REAR <2283

BT RIS AN, KRG TR bl
FHYRIRIE T ATG FRR I, X Dy ReEAT T 0t
R KFE(Oryza sativa L) OsATGS ) C Ui HETS
FERERE IE % 558, 3 H OsATGS 5 OsATG4 I 10,
OsATG10b 5875 5 2> 3 BUK RGN i 56 A0 F RL20R;
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Tablel

Arabidopsis proteins potentially involved in autophagy'

136]

Protein complexes

Proteins Gene accession numbers

Functions and characteristics in yeast

PI3K complex

Atlg54210 (12a), At3g13970 (12b)

At2g44140 (4a), At3g59950 (4b)

At4g21980 (8a), Atdg04620 (8b)

Autophagosome formation

VPS30

Protein kinase

PI3K

Conjugation of ATG12 and ATGS

Target for ATG12 conjugation

El conjugating enzyme for ATG12 conjugation
E2 conjugating enzyme for ATG12 conjugation
Ubiquitin-like modifier, ATG5and ATG10
interaction

Conjugation of ATGS8 to phosphatidy-
lethanolamine

E2 conjugating enzyme for ATG8 conjugation
Cysteine protease

E1l conjugating enzyme for ATG8 conjugation
Ubiquitin-like modifier, ATG3 interaction

At1g62040 (8c), At2g05630 (8d)
At5g05150 (8e), Atdgl6520 (8f)
At3g60640 (8g), At3g06420 (8h)

ATG6 At3g61710

VPS15  At4g29380

VPS34  At1g60490
Ubiquitin-likeconjugation (ATG12)

ATGS5  At5gl17290

ATG7 At5g45900

ATG10 At3g07525

ATG12
Ubiquitin-like conjugation (ATGS)

ATG3 At5g61500

ATG4

ATG7 At5g45900

ATG8

At3g15580 (8i)

ATGY complex

ATGY9  At2g31260

ATG2  At3gl9190

ATGI18

Membrane recruitment to autophagosome

Integral membrane protein

At3g62770 (18a), At4g30510 (18b) Function for ATG2 localization
At2g40810(18c),At3g56440(18d)

ATG?Y recycling from PAS

At5g05150 (18e), At5g54730 (18f)
At1g03380 (18g), Atlg54710 (18h)

ATG1 complex
TOR  Atlg50030
ATGI

At1g49180 (la), At2g37840 (1b)

Initiation of autophagy
Protein kinase, negative regulator of autophagy

Serine/threonine kinase

At3g53930 (lc), At3g61960 (1d)

ATGI3 At3gl8770 (13a), At3g49590 (13b)

ATG20 At5g06140
SNARE

VTII2  Atlg26670

Phosphoprotein

Fusion of autophagososme with the vacuole

(methyl viologen , faiFX MV, &M I A P G SAAL
Ja ) BUR A AL E R R, 7R 0sATG 10b1E/K T
(A i E AR AE Y, KoK (Zea mays L)1 ATGS
A 5 D(ZmATGS a-e), ATGS- W Ialk L BEfE 5 45
& (ATGS-PE) S A S A s L 7 h F s, 2R
ZmATGS Dfe = A RS IR A ] ke £ Al
1.2 {EHHIZH AR B IR 2

AR, AR AR AR R h 2 R
20 M B AR PR R A7 A, IR IR et A
FEM S PRSI A b R o LR ST SE PR AL 2 AT R
I, PR 215 41 i 1 W R SR ) e R RIZESUL RS 7
i/)jﬁ%—t‘[3,16,27,28,33,37,39,43~45]’ jﬁ,ﬂ\:%g{z %%ﬁﬁﬁg;@u
) ATG8. ATG12 s H & G R B ik RIESU P o

HHRAT RIS R R AT ALE, W s A R AP S Rk
AL ) 4t B B AL .

1.2.1 fafef 4655 1ERERE T ATG1/ATG13
2 444 5 TOR(Target Of Rapamycin, 75 A5 2 #4x)
JLFREF T AW S . 2 TORBAZ B4 YLR
15 Z I, Ho6F ATG 13 IR AL AL 237 2, M Al B oo
ATG13 [FJ40iH], ATG1/ATG13 &A%, 40 1 1
LA, lr R ILT TOR A7AE, BT
KA G2 FHURNEIE, IF H AtTOR X B IHEE R A
MW 12, AT B BELARG T 5% LA 40 e 15 Wk 42 7 T )
T, SR BT T SR IR, 7E AtTOR 85 F i1k
i) RNAi-AtTOR i /N4 ) £ e v, — 4%
H W AH G HE R 3R Ai-AtTORY % M, IF Hix
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Tl 240 J, 1 P 2 P 0 MO T A1ATG 18a, R
TOR {ER RS F Pt RE 88 570 1r) Y2 40 i 151 e ) A A2,
P IR A BIANATG 13RS FEIR, (E38 A A5
DI P S EEREH ATG 135E R AL, DRI AN RERF 52 2
IR B FEIE N . ATGI ERUFIFh A=A, ik
AR TE AT EAE 5 1 S 40 B 7 R R

122 JBRGEMG AL BRI I B
BREPBK E&54k 1 24, 47 PI3K/VPS34,
VPS15. ATG6/VPS30 J ATG14 51, Jpd 7+ H1 4
BA RIS ATG 14 [FIJEEE R, A mT Re S it
HEPATIXAThAE, HMATE IR, W50 2 mE IF
AR BB ATG6/VPS3 Jo, FERRAE T35 I v R
REF7 A F g /N, D0 IH 2R D 2 5 A D021,
123 A AN BEGT R R, AR R
AR 55 A0 W /N YL TR T s A 2R —
% & ATGS8-PE &5 5142, 5ah—4 & ATG12-
ATGS 55848 (Fig.2). MAIRRAEVEZ WAl
BRIRN IS, B H ar i i [ wiod FE7eta b
WFT B 2E 384 « C 0 ATGS 78 55 1 g Bk £ W
(phosphatidylethanolamine, f&j#K PE)&5 & f5 7 il 8t A
HIW NI . 7E ATG8-PE JE R HIE FE T, 462
ATG4 X} ATG8 ¥ Cuii AT B V), it H 2 BRI AL, #2
EHHEEATZ R ELEYEN ATGT EHF,
ATGT [ e S B2 7% FE AT ATG 8 B H 2 R i R I 1t

&)

Membrane

recruitment

Wi, 2 5 ATG8 X i 2 B AT 12 22 ARG B2 75 1
(1) ATG3 I, 2 5 IgIk LWk PE [k 45 503,
XA LS A T U ATGS X T/ 36 AR T8, 2
JLANAZAE I 40 M 23 B BOIR 22 /NI B s,
ATG12-ATGS5 45 &8 42 5 ATGS-PE 45 4525 L, ATG12
65 ATGT 454y, Ja 2 ATG10(HL A2 ZACHE B2 35
YEVEERS B SEAR R (1 ATGS |, IR IRATG12-ATGS = A
AR % AR ATG16 454 Ja B DU R K. T
KT ZEARII T RE— EA R IR 2, X AR 5T
FUH, HonTREAF S —Fh B3 JLE B2 30t ATGS-PE
E(Jgﬂn:/a\ms,ss,sq .

PLRI I HOREX P4 82 AR L &5 S AR It
RO, R FXWE AL GBS B
FABho FURGIT Atatg7-1 FEALARNI R BRI A 1
AtATG7 H AN, (HEAREY AT PR 1
AtATG7C/SH #h, X W] AtATG 74718 T fig ML A
SR FIEALEE E107, ERLRG ST, KA AT
] ATG8 25 [1(AtATG8a-1) 55 ATG4a 7 B I XU S AR {4
atgd4atg8 TARIA G HE I A YA KR B Y) )5 1)
ATGS & [ AR, R I ATGS 51l —
FE, BIReLE ATG4 AT SEAH C o8y U] . Xt
PR IFATGS T I H & IR AT B4 G, BVUREAHE T
TEVEAE WL A I B ATGS-GFP I TEAE, IS/~ U R
IF ATGS " FH & IR EE FE 0T T1% 85 A 7E A W 1

Vesicle expansion and completion

Fig.2 Vesicle expansion and completion!s”!
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PR TR, XS SRR —3 SRR
TER AR Atatgdadb-1H, ANFERTINE 4545 PEFE 2
(1) ATGS, Uil AtATG4 #fi S H AT B UGG PER, Bk
WG R W 7 ATGS-PE 45 453845 5 REM ]
TSNP I+ 9 AR Atatg5-1. Atatg7-1 Al Atatg10-1
HATG12-ATGS & G RIS I A B, ANE ST FE bR 2
AtATGS E1 X AtATG7 54 E2 2R U AtATG 10
(R AN BE T 1 ATG12-ATGS Thfig = A48, il
{40 I F 32 B, ATG12-ATGS Ihfig & A AT 1k
ZHISEARA (1 atgl 2a-1atg12b-1.  atg5-1. atgl0-1)
1 ATGS-PE T e th 32 BH, i1 ATG12-ATGS 4
14 ATGS-PE I JE it 20 75 (19, K TP ATG16
WA — 2 5 FATG12-ATG5-ATG16 K
Sk, BIEAGE . Fujioka & Al T
ATG7. ATG3 1AM E T ATGS-PE Tk,
AN ATG4a. ATG4b o thREIE R A 144 85 R
FIFHH I 7F ATG7. ATG10 FEZ T ATG12-ATG5 &
B ARG BEEO %S5 5N — 0 RE S8 T A
A0 55 R REAR R SAR LR B A &5 A B

BT UL PSR A AR E T BN )
TR, ATGOE Gk th 2 5 3] A/ NE B U, 3
hfeE T Bt b A MM SRR IR . 9 RE T R T
TR, ATGY £ —MEEEH, 5 ATG2 il ATG138
SEA RS LN PAS R K, T TS LA R, £
NHED ATG Fe2 4y 1F /ML T B LA 51
LRI Atatg9-1H atg 5 445 1 £ 71 1 4 284 Gt
TEAERS) SRARAAK Atatg2-1 Al AtATG18a RNAI F#k 14
ANAETE G W /N B9 X BB 5y R I ATGY B 514
TERAPAH R BV R, AR BRI - A LI AN AE
1.2.4 A ASRAH GRS G E /N
A SRR, B AR MARIR . FRERE )
W57 22 W% i 75 22 SNARE (soluble n-ethylmaleimide-
sensitive factor adaptor protein receptor) & S 1K1 Z 5,
{045 v-SNARE (vesicle-SNARE) & [ VTI1. VAM3
syntaxin(VAM3 % fith {5 sl 5 22 ) A YK T7(Rab %
WG —H/N GTP 4548 1)), BERE VT fERY) T
H VT, VT2, VTII3 =AS[FPEEER, vtil2 5848
AT SRR [ Wl B T AR AR B, Ty 7k B
WU, FLEEAR ISR VTIL2 ¥ R 40 i [ Weie) . Sl
FIRTST KB, MEBE YK T7 4805 7+ v (0 1) U5 4 A
RabG3b £ 5 M) E R 5> T8 Bt #2 v (0 40 i 13k,
HRNA THi#k 5 RabG3bRN AT L HLH iy, [ W ol fra152)
1.3 EYEEERNFFIESEETE—H

RN A 22 A0 ) i S5 A 4, 2B it sz iz 5

AT RN () FLAZ AR I B BREERE A SAT T AT B
IR 1) 5, AESH R 3 A B T 40 B E R PR A AL
It B R D e AR 2 Oy It 7, (AR
INFEA) 5 I BRI A0 B 1k (R A 225 X T A
— LI ST A R A R R

(1) A0, R 81 LS I v, AERL R I
(1) ATG [RIYEHE DRAH 2R 4 5 e HokeR281, - B RE LA
(1) ATG BEPIAH EG, ELAR DR 70 1 ] 5k DR 40 2 /A
Wb 3, (HIE 2 JUAS ATG FER F AR AR 7+
WA, WMATGI1. ATGI14. ATGI17. ATG19.
ATG29 M ATG31. {ElEEEh, ATG11 FIATG19 #
WEHEAE CVT @& 4 ot S i i, i {eAay) b
WA KIL CVT @& A7, DRI 3 A L[R5 DR 5
AFEE. ATG14 2 PBK Z 5146 1 45y, Z25%1H
Wi /N PR A% I R, LA 0 A R IR L [R5 R A,
LDy REA AT RE O AL SRR . Bl IwF R
W, B8P ATG17-ATG29-ATG3 1 LU A A T 204
FT-PASHITE B 0, T 7R 4 v A AE AEPAS S,
F4) FE B A A i

Q@) {EREY) PR T R IF O E I ATG
B 2 A FUE R D S O, B T S04
B ATGS M1 ATG18 LIAN, ATG1. ATG4+ ATGI2.
ATG 13 WAFAEZ A IERN A5, b ATG 1 A7 4 41T 75
A= ANFERBAZALE 2 DN EERIN AL FE T o A7 AE
ZRDM IR, 25 ATE R . A S RE DAk,
AT S AERT E G TE A A R DI RE U AR, W
AtATG4a T AtATG4b 1 Horb FAFAT — AN 5, &8
A A E AT ATGS IIE R B YIC); AtATG12a.
AtATG12b AE3erp— AR i, #IE RE TR I E s (1)
ATG12-ATGS Z Ak, It H WA LAY ) arg 53747
PRIRBLCAN 2 . IR . AR B = 1 RUB SR,
{EX} ATG8. ATG18 o ATG12 WFFT KB, IXsekE
DRI R AN [ % DUAE R A P 1R B 23 ek A7 AE 2 03531 1
NIX L (A R AT e AEAS [R] KA AL 2R, ANRI IR
BB B TE B AN [R] (1) 38 5 P08 I 35 AN R AR o
FH LN, 5 e R 1 5 5 PRI 1) B DUAS [R), R4 40
H R AEAS [R] 175 0T A 7] e R AN (] () 25 R A T
e .

() A AR MR AE A DN EEEAREK E H
I8 BE R NERZN N P N {072 e L 3 N
). RY CREUESE . (EXH R T AR 41 i A
G W4 B 15 R A AR 40 i 21 Rl Pk R s e, 58
AR atarg9-2 AU W TT R A 58 4 B, b B AR
FHECANAT 5 R B () FEAIR, X R 7R ATG 9 /N
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(T8 B A A 20 20 1R (B /D AEAR A i 2 X FE) .
0] P ) atg 9 SR R IR IR B, ATGY 58 5 B
W /N AN R IE TR . UL ATG9 25 41
JH 5 M (R AL T B AR A A T 2

() FERFP IO UR W, 1 /YR AR S
FESRAS I, i A7 AR /vt N B0 2 v, BRAT TR
%A S5 LW /N (autophagic body). FEAH
W /NIRRT RE SR AL G A8, 10 RS A Fh R
RN AN R R | B U e A A E g TR N
(autolysosome, S RAN) . XFh s B WIAE L
JERH LA AL R ) A S0 v A R0, 2 5 EE64D(—
T Je P £ A 1 700 b B ) K 2 MDY
HRAGH i, o A I Wik s B A PRI A7 AR 192, TR A
FEW) A AT BeAFAEAE PIRIASR] 1Y) W53 42, 7T fig
Rl i PRSI L B 40 R P A B () A [T g e re
S e i o w2 (DA 1 e S S RN S g
{PAE 22 1230,

Wi A TR A2 4 L 1 Wk B IR N BRI 5, LR AL
Hrh RV Z BN AR BB T . e TR ThRE. Bl
TR ST 1) B, B i 22 1) 2 St S5 1 1 (1 B A, X
YA I BATT T U 1 At A A 2 i 1 B 1 BURR

2 {EYNE R TR BE

Y 1 WA 0 T P A0 o ) — A R g A, A IS
()53~ Re A0 40 M 1 2B v sl P A A R, DRI, 4
JH B AR R S B A R A . BEREL B
FEA) b AR G A IR T B 25 A1 1 1 40 L e %
B, ARG ) ot LR R AR AR A . R TR
S 1 B R RER U, X AT IE 2 4 i B R DR
{RAESFEA) T B 7T W, B 1 35 20 JH ) 3 SR il
Z UGN, 4h i R 2 5 3 A AR 2 S ) A dr i 7
e BN, AEsh A B R A S N iR
TER PREIRAT IR . Rl st T o il
FEEE . FEAHHORT 40 B W R TR G 2K I TR) 45 B A
JEASE IS b Ak, BT RE ATG [R5
DRIE AR 400 0 10 B B I a2 (R N 40 i 1 Wk 7
T A B RE TR A . BESUR I, 4l A
WEAEA ) H B S 2 DR, S5 2K K
B BEE L EY . R a2 R
2.1 EFMRERFA

ESRERE—HF, YDA TR IE . Bl I
o= 20 T REBUE AL AR . KFE(Oryza sativa)
IRAEBZ FERE OO, RER A N A e f 14

1B N BRARDD, JE AR Bk (Acer pseudoplatanus)
BIFERAN MR AR = 5 S5, A T
WU NE L5 K ) B W /NI I die 2 E N0 [RIREY
PURALEL R, WA (Nicotiana tabacum)axiF 41 i - b
HILT AW EEALE 0D, S4BT N T AE
B DLARAL BE Pl R 40 e R T E RN, AR
F W3/ NI AR IR B AR B SLEAT 17 0 28, X 26 AN
[ o BB HE 2 S A S I T 3 4 i Wk )t A AL
JE WA IE R, 55 R Rl Rl N0 Hp s S A
FHMA ATG8-PE JE i 12 HAH K ATG KEDRI 1) RT-
PCR %5 H R, ATGS-PE &8 A0 I N [ KI5 A
ZOUVRAE L 5 25 BT DR LR S X W
FEPR SR AR IR 1 43 B 5 NN T 40 i B WA 97
PEIARHHER- . H TS I ATG L,
O B SRR B ik R T RN AT R AL 45 apg9-1
o atatg9-2. apg7-1- atgdadb-1. atg5-1 5 atg5-3-
atatg2. atgl0-1. AtATG6/atatg6 5% AtATG6-AS.
AtATG18a RNAi. atgl2a-latgI2b-1, ¥ K NAS ATG F&
[3,27,28,33,35,37,43N45,52,64,65] . Xﬂ'ﬁ%%’}gﬂ\?@ﬂ(*ﬁ %%
ARG EH $E M atatg9-2+ atg5-3 WK G R
AT R, EATTHEAE AL R A, e A&
P Z ARG O S Nk, TR g s>
A5, B P B L I T A A A AP, 3R 2Rt AR Ak 52 3]
By AR RUEPIR O . XL EE LR, i M B AR R
Z WO SRR A A7 A 0 55 1), el i B AR I )
JFAN TR 25 LR ) 40 L, A58 AR AR, 40 M 4l RF S
A, Mt 5 B ke A B S L O
22 EMEKES

REZBAUFGTT atg FSNRBRA F MG AMEHEA
R AR A B R () R iy D728 333537444552.6465)
R 2 AR T e Ed > Je 45 Sk /b 2% . U I ATG6
HENRBEAMERRE R, mAKESE.
FERRIE /N HLZE . JFAR 4 b &5, 5 AM ek If i
RALBZF M, Kb 3 BOZIE R I 245 5 AR R0 VLS
F|ers26a0s, AR i TAEH Y arg SEBRRBEA TR
BB, Iz FLFTLE R PISK & A A iE IR iz
i AR, PIBK SR S EUE R AN GR il &, R4
P I+ ATG6 i FEAE ) AR i % 7 ] R 5 40 i B
W Ty fit ) Bl B G K

AN SR B A R 1 R E N R B R
EAE S, AN R NMEE R B E T SIWE,
WL E AL IMET T R b g 2] T A
B AR Y B3 P 1 e/ YA L 2R () 40 B A0 T R AE n G £



o SE: R AN A T STt

7

R4 AR O, RIS IS T ATG4. ATGS
FEDR S AT AR OCHE DRI i 202k, e S AAT T4 40 i B
WA v RS 5 2IMCE MR AL g st . 3
T B 2 NI R A 40 BT ok R
T TG0 R, (X R AR ] BE e R AE T
WA T REEHNHIZET ., e 45 5 3R 1 5[] JF
TR R R . W E N KA fE(Japanese
Morning Glory)f&JE 3 & BT 7T 3 B 40 i B W v] g 7
WS AR PR, Yamada 55755 20T B
IAEMEH RIS ATG4. ATGS. VPS34 F£iks: LT},
T AN VPS34 431l 771 3- F L RIS (3-methyladenine,
fAIFR 3-MA) S5, ZELERE 2, 7 4 [ Wz A7
R BRESE T AR SR 2 J5 I T
ORI B E W 2 52 PSR 26 1, LRI DT ER 5 4
{ETEME 2 I, FWR /NI s b, A B A A,
H IR R 2, 2 WA, ZRa X
56 25 L3 W0 I 1 Wk o A AR 3 22 ok B rh g B O
AEAE 2% 35 Z R o

A A Re SRR E A K. 15 atg KA
W, atgdadb-1 WA K & 12 R IE B = 2541 T 240,
TR AR MEEL, TIE apg7-1 FARNA S AATG6/
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Progress in Plant Autophagy

Yan Wang , Yu-Le Liu*
(School of Life Science, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China )

Abstract Autophagy is an important process for the turnover of cytoplasmic components, during which
damaged proteins and organelles are engulfed in double membrane vesicles called autophagosomes and delivered
into lysosomes (in mammal) or vacuoles (in yeast/plant) for degradation and recycling. Autophagy is conserved in
higher eukaryotes including plants. The identification of ATG genes in plants based on sequence alignment and
isolation of autophagy-defective plants both contributed to our understanding of the molecular mechanisms and the
role of autophagy in plants. In this review, we focus mainly on the research progress on the mechanisms and the
physiological roles of plant autophagy

Key words autophagy; plant; ATG gene; molecular mechanism; physiological role
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